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John’svision, which began in verse one, continuesthrough versethirteen.

With the “here,” hote 5602, a demonstrative adverb of place, God lets
John know that He is going to introduce some vivid contrasts and compari-
sons between those who serve Satan and those who arefaithful to Him. The
word “here” isused in much the same way that we might use “ now, here” as
an expression following one statement or description when we wish to indi-
cate that we are going to introduce a comparison or contrast to the statement
preceding it.

Revelation 14:12 Hereisthe patience of the saints. here arethey that
keep thecommandments of God, and thefaith of Jesus.

Revelation 14:13And | heard a voicefrom heaven saying unto me,
Write, Blessed arethedead which diein theL ord from
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours; and their worksdofollow them.

In verses 10-11 of this Chapter God focused on the followers of Satan
who had so willingly accepted the “mark of the beast” (13:16-17). This
allowed them to receive the momentary privileges offered by Satan such as
being allowed to engage in commerce, but these privileges would be brief
while other consequences of their choices would be eternal. They may have
satisfied their “needs’ momentarily, but receiving the “mark of the beast”
also marked them as targets of God's wrath. They were to be “tor mented
with fire and brimstone” and “the smoke of their torment” would last
“forever and ever, and they would havenorest day or night.”

God aptly described such people. Their ego-centric motivated choices
have sel f-destructive consequences.

“For many walk, of whom | have told you often, and now tell
you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of
Christ: Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly,
and whose glory isin their shame, who mind earthly things’
(Philippians 3:18-19).

In stark contrast to the scene of God punishing those who had given their
livesover to Satan, our attention isdirected to those who love the Lord Jesus
Christ. They are set before us as a great contrast to those who serve Satan.
They have been faithful to Jesusin spite of the sufferings that resulted from
their faithfulnessto their Lord. They are commended and praised for three
things.
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Firstis“thepatience of the saints.” Theword used for “patience” is
hupomone 5281, better translated as “ endurance.” Itrefersto“endurance
in things or circumstances.” It is amost impossible for those of us who
have not been called upon to go through the horrifying, torturous experiences
of these tribulation saints to have any understanding of how their “ staying
power” had been tested. We have some difficult circumstances today which
we are expected to endure. Indeed, God tells us that we, who are His, will
benefit greatly if welearn to endure difficult and trying circumstances. “ My
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing
this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have
her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing”
(James 1:2-4). Even so, “the patience of these saints’ is so much more
than we could ever know; God has a special blessing for them.

Second, “here arethey that keep the commandments of God.” The
followers of Satan and the followers of God are direct opposites. The fol-
lowers of Satan blatantly disobey God's commandments. The followers of
God cherish them, keep them astreasures, obey them and treat them asverbal
expressions of thewill and wisdom of their beloved Lord. For this, they will
receive a special blessing.

Third, “they keep ... thefaith of Jesus.” Theword “faith” isanoun,
referring to the doctrines of their Lord. They refuse to compromise the holy,
perfect doctrines of their Lord as presented in Hisholy Word. They “keep,”
guard and protect, them even as their lives are governed by them. For this,
they will receive a specia blessing.

Most, if not all, of those who are so characterized by these three things,
are to be killed by the devil and his followers. Thus, John heard “a voice
from heaven,” undoubtedly God's voice, saying to him, “Write, Blessed
arethedead which diein theL ord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labors; and their worksdo follow them.”
Several things about what is said in verse thirteen warrant our closer look.

First, Johniscommanded to“ Write” what followsin verse thirteen be-
cause it is very important to those who read this Word of God. It is so
emphasized by God for He wanted His followers who would read this to
know He had theminmind. They aretheoneswho arelivinginHim and thus
havealiving relationship with Him, receiving their lifefrom Him as pictured
by Jesusin the allegory of the vine and the branchesin John 15. Some of the
things John has heard and seen he has been told to “ write not,” (Rev. 10:4);
therefore, thecommand to “ write” what followsis significant.
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What John isto write hasto do with thosewho are “ blessed.” Thisword
“blessed” has been used repeatedly and needs no commentary; however, there
is some difference of opinion regarding the identity of the ones “ blessed.”
Many commentators see this as referring only to those who die during the
Tribulation Period. Alternately, many preachers see the reference as apply-
ing to al those of all ageswho are“in the Lord.” R C H Lenski, a noted
commentator, islikely correct when he says: “ Thisversein all of its detail
has always been understood far better by the preachers, who have used it
often as a text for funeral sermons, than by the commentators who create
needless confusion through the questions which they introduce.”

Of course, the oneswho die during the Tribulation Period, whilethey are
faithfully serving the Lord, are “blessed” as verse twelve surely referred to
them and contrasted them with those serving Satan. One can easily agreewith
Dr. J. Vernon M cGee'scommentsthat he does not seeit as applying to “those
in comfortable, affluent America” We would quickly agree that, if anyone
could deservethis, thetribulation saints deserved to be“ blessed” because of
all they had to endure. However, thisis not about what is deserved for no
man can deserve the blessings of heaven. It is about the nature of what is
received because of God's grace by those who “diein theLord.” In addi-
tion, the blessings which are spoken of will belong to all who “die in the
Lord,” regardless of the time or circumstances, aswe shall see.

Even asthose who died serving Him during the Tribulation Period are to
be blessed, those who die later in His service and because of their faithful-
ness to Him are also to be blessed.

Second, there is a key expression in the statement which should not be
passed over. The*from henceforth,” ap arti, which literally means “from
now on,” clearly giving a point of time reference and looks forward to the
futurefrom that point. Followingthe expression“thedead which diein the
Lord from henceforth” it could read as follows. “following the point of
their death, thosewhodieintheLord areblessed.” Also, it could read as
if it meant “from thetime of thiscommand towrite, thosewho diein the
Lord areblessed.” Either would be aconsistent interpretation with thefirst
aternative being preferred.

Invarious places God has provided someinsightsinto the blessingswhich
await thosewho “livein theLord,” and consequently “dieintheLord.” In
doing so He emphasi zed the future glorious benefits prepared for those who
belong to Him as He contrasted the temporal things of this world with those
eternal, everlasting and totally different rewards He has prepared for His
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own. The nature of the blessings is not only that they are everlasting, but,
being eterna in nature, are different in character from anything that can be
experienced here on thisearth. The communication of thistruth isdifficult,
not because of any limitationson God, but, rather, because of our limitations.
We think and experience all things in atemporal, material setting. It is be-
yond the ability, even for those“living inthe Lord,” to comprehend the “ oth-
erness’ of eternity. However, God has given us some anal ogiesto which we
cancling. In addition to the passages found in John 14:1-6, 2 Corinthians 15
and Philippians 3:21 God used Paul to compare and contrast between “the
hereand now” and eternity. Earlier in Philippians Paul had written “... to
dieisgain” and“... | amin a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart,
and to be with Christ; which isfar better” (Phil. 1:21,23). Paul, in addi-
tion to being such aspiritual giant, had one other advantage over usin that he
had already been allowed to look at the eternal nature of heaven, though he
was not allowed to tell uswhat he saw and heard (2 Cor. 12:1-4). Since Paul
lived and died “in the Lord” he anticipated with confidence that he would
receivea“ crown of righteousness’ (2 Timothy 4:8). We can sharein that
same confidenceif weliveinthe Lord.

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for usafar more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While
we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen: for the things which are seen are tempo-
ral; but the things which are not seen are eternal. For we
know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dis-
solved, we have a building of God, an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens’ (2 Corinthians 4:17-5:1).

Thevoice John heard continued to explain two characteristics of the bless-
ingsto be experienced by those“ dyinginthelLord.” First, there would be
“rest from their labors.” Theword trandlated “ rest,” inits basic meaning,
conveys the idea of cessation. Something would stop, exist no longer. It
would bethe “labors.” “Labors’ refersto the weariness, the pain which
results from certain activity. In other words, in eternity, when we serve the
Lord, it will not weary us or cause us pain.

The second characteristic of these “blessings’ delineated here is that
“their works do follow them.” “Works” would be the deeds of value ac-
complished while enduring the “labors” here on earth. Some of the things
done here won’'t make it into heaven, but some will. For those deeds those
who “diein the Lord” will be rewarded (1 Cor. 3:11-15).



