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Beforewe proceed with Chapter fifteen, the shortest Chapter inthe book and
which servesasanintroductory preludeto thelast series of judgments, theBowl
Judgments, let usconsider what we have seen and what we are about to see.

Thechronological structureof the seven-year Tribulation Period, which be-
ginsin Chapter six, isbuilt aroundthethreeseriesof judgments. (1) The Seal
Judgmentsin Chapter six; (2) TheTrumpet Judgmentsin Chapter seight
and nine and (3) TheBowl Judgmentsin Chapter sixteen. Whenthe* sev-
enth seal” judgment was opened, it produced the seven Trumpet Judgments
(8:1). Theblowing of the seventh trumpet (11:15) resultsin the seven bowl judg-
mentswhich arebeforeus. Theseventh trumpet judgment isalso thesameasthe
“third woejudgment” (12:12). The Seal Judgmentsand the Trumpet Judgments
essentialy cover thefirst three and one half years of the seven-year Tribulation
Period.

AsHehas presented these series of judgments God has also included some
passages, “ explanatory interludes.” Theseinterludes giveusmoreinformation
about significant events and themeswhich either happen during this seven-year
period, after itisover or, in the case with Chapter twelve, the eternal conflict
between God and Satan.

Chapter seven tellsusabout God choosing and sealing His 144,000 wit-
nesseswho serve Him during the seven-year period. Then, lookingforwardtoa
scenewhichfollowsthe Tribul ation Period, we see those who were saved during
the Tribulation Period, the tribulation saints, worshipping the Lamb before the
throneof God in heaven.

Chaptersten through fourteen areexplanatory chapters. Chapter ten
tellsusabout the“ littlebook” that Johnwasto eat which wasboth sweet and
bitter. Chapter eleven tells us about the “ two prophets of God” who had
prophesied from thebeginning of the Tribulation Period and werekilled by Anti-
Christ when their ass gnment wasfinished at themidpoint of theTribulation Pe-
riod. Chapter eleven aso presents the first two of the “three Woe Judg-
ments’ and concludes by showing usthe”temple of God being opened in
heaven” displaying apicture of God'scoming wrath.

Chapter twelvepresentsthe eternal conflict between Satan and God and
introducesthefirst five of the seven personageswho play vitd rolesinthisconflict.

Chapter thirteenintroducesthe sixth and seventh personages, the beast and
thefalse prophet, or composite anti-Christ and describesthe horror which they
bring upontheworld.

Chapter fourteen presentstwo visionswhich Johnreceived. First, hesees
the 144,000 worshipping the Lambinthemillennia kingdom. Second, he sees,
first theangel preaching the everlasting gospel to thewholeworld and thena
preview of God’swrath being poured out upon thosewho choseto serve Satan
and to receive the mark of the beast.
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Aswe cometo Chapter fifteen, the first words that greet us, “ And | saw
another sign in heaven, great and marvellous,” remind usof the opening of
Chapter twelve. Thewords, “another sign,” indicatethat what we arereading
hasard ationship to what wasintroduced in Chapter twelvewhich beganwith the
words, “there appeared a great wonder (sign) in heaven.” Thus, what John
isabout to see and describeisacontinuation of and related to the eventsintro-
duced in Chapter twelve. Thisincludesthe mattersrelated in Chaptersthirteen
andfourteen. All of these haveto do with thelast threeand one haf yearsof the
Tribulation Period which culminaesinthevictoriousreturn of theLord JesusChrist
(Chapter 19) asHeasserts His authority and annihilates Hisenemies. Chapters
fifteen and sixteen are as onewith Chapter fifteen serving asanintroduction to
Chapter sixteen.

John, in heaven, sees” seven angelshaving the seven last plaguesfilled
up with thewrath of God.” Theexpression,“filled up,” meansthecompletion,
thefinish. When thisjudgment isfinished, God will have poured out al of His
wrath upon the Christ-rgjecting world. Knowingthis, if wethink what we have
aready read has been horrific, thejudgmentswhich these“ seven angels’ will
administer will makeal the previousjudgments seem small by comparison. The
long-suffering patience of God isnow to beended (2 Peter 3:9). It’'stimenow for
judgment.

John describeswhat he seesas” great and marvelous,” twowordswhich
werelikely inadequateto properly describethe sight beforehim. The* great and
marvelous’ adjectivesrelateto morethanjust the “ seven angels.” Itincludes
thetotality of what he sees. What isbefore hiseyesmust havereminded him of
what he saw when hewasfirst raptured up into heaven and wastold “ Comeup
hither, and | will show theethingswhich must be hereafter. And immedi-
ately I wasin the Spirit: and behold athronewas set in heaven, and one
sat on thethrone. .... And before the throne was a sea of glasslike unto
crystal” (Rev. 4:1-2,6). After that first experience of seeing thethrone of God
John had seenit onceagain (7:9-17) prior tothisvision, but thisisonly the second
timehementionsthe“ seaof glass.” John makes surethat we understand that
what he saw wasdifficult todescribe. This® seaof glass’ wasunlikeanything
knowninthistempora world or describablewith humanwords. Besidestdlingus
that itis” great and marvelous,” John usesaGreek particle, 0s(5613), trans-
lated “ asit were,” toindicate heisusing symbolic language to describe some-
thingwhichisotherwiseindescribable.

Thefirsttimehesaw itthe“ seaof glasswaslikeunto crystal.” Thistime,
the " sea of glassismingled with fire.” Why the differenceinthe appearance
of “thesea?” Thefirst time John saw the “ sea of glass like unto crystal”
beforethethrone of God the purity and holinessof God wasemphasized. Theuse
of theword “ sea” usually emphasizestheideaof separation. For instance, inthe
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“new heaven and the new earth thereisno more sea” because thereis no
separationfrom God. Whileinthefirst vision of thethrone John saw twenty four
eldersand four creatures arranged about thethrone, we are not told that he saw
anyone standing onthe“ sea of glass.” However, inthisvision, John not only
seesthe” sea of glassmingled with fire,” hea so seessomepeople” standing
on the sea of glass.”

Theexplanation of thedifferencecan befoundinthe® fire” which John saw
“mingled with theseaof glass.” “Fire” dmost always meant at | east one of
two things. Here, both meaningsareimplied and appropriate.

Firg,“fire” referredto purification. Inapassageinthe Gospel of Mark that
has been caled difficult to understand and thereby often passed over, Jesusmade
an enigmati c statement that probably rel atesto what John seeshere. Inreferring
to escaping thefiresof hell, Jesushad said, “ For every oneshall besalted with
fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt” (Mark 9:49). With this
statement Jesus had tied together two symbolsof purification, i.e., salt and fire.
Salt both penetratesand purifiesand iscommonly used inthe Old Testament for
thissymbolism. In order for anyoneto stand before thethrone of God he must
first bepurified. These, seen by John, are believerswho havebeen purified by the
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and have had their “ drossbur ned away” inthe
fires of persecution during theterrible persecution of the Tribulation Period.

We areacutely awarethat the Tribul ation Period hasauniquereationship to
the Old Testament and to the Jews. Thus, what John seesisafulfillment of what
wefind in Malachi 3:2-3: “ But who may abide the day of hiscoming? and
who shall stand when he appeareth? for heislikearefiner’sfire, andlike
fullers soap: And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they
may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.”

John sees somebelievers, some* sonsof Levi,” who “had gotten thevic-
tory over thebeast, and over hisimage, and over hismark, and over the
number of hisname, stand on thesea of glass.” They have been purified and
cleansed and thereforenow can stand beforethethrone of God as sacrificesunto
Him.

Second, “fire’ referred to destruction and judgment — the burning away of
the“tares,” the” dross,” theevil andthewicked. Thus, the” firemingled with
theseaof glass’ presentsadual picture— the purifying of thosewho belong to
God and the destruction of thosewho belong to Satan.

Thereferencetothe har psof God” remindsusonce again of the special
rel ationship existing between the Old Testament Jew and the Tribulation Period.
“Harps’ werefar more commonly used intheworship of Godinthe Old Testa-
ment thaninthe New.
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3Andthey singthe song of M osesthe servant of God, and thesong of the
Lamb, saying, Great and marvellousarethy works, Lord God
Almighty; just and truear ethy ways, thou King of saints.

Onceagainwe haveareminder of the special relationship existing between
the Old Testament and the Tribulation Period in the referenceto the” song of
Moses.” The"songof Moses’ would likely be the one he sang upon God's
deliverance of the peoplefrom Egypt and Pharaoh found in Exodus 15:1-24. It
could asorefer to Moses' song sung unto the peoplewhen they had finished their
wanderingsinthedessert and wereabout to enter the promised land (Deuteronomy
32:1-43) or both songs. The songfound in Exoduswould be especialy appropri-
ateat thistime, withitsreferencesto Pharaoh and Egypt, aswe shal seewhenwe
read of the seven bowlsof wrathwhich certainly have aunique resemblanceto
the plagues God imposed upon Pharaoh at that time of ddliverance and judgment.

Inadditiontotherdevance of thethemeof deliverancefrom EgyptinMoses's
song, the very mention of M oses often reminds usthat he represented the law of
God and thejudgment which flowsfromviolating God'slaw. Assuch, whenwe
see areferenceto Moses associated with the Lamb we shoul d be reminded of
Jesus Christ, as* the Lamb of God which taketh away the sinsof theworld”
(John1:29). As“theLamb,” Jesus, “ by Hisown blood entered in onceinto
the holy place having obtained eternal redemption for us’ (Hebrews 9:11).
AsJohn hasthisvision of God'sthronein heaven andtellsusof “ thevictorious
saintssinging thesong of M oses” we should not forget that thingsrelated to
Mosesinvolved“ patternsof thingsin heaven” (Hebrews9:23). Thedeliver-
anceof thelsradlitesfrom Egypt wasmost certainly an earthly pattern of what is
being described here. God has madethat clear by anumber of similarities be-
tween thetwo.

In Exodus, thelsraeliteswere ddivered physicaly by God from their bondage
to Pharaoh and M oses cel ebrated with asong whichissung here. Inthispassage
we seethe saintswho were not only delivered from the physical bondage and
persecution of Satan, but werealso set freefrom their spiritual bondageto Satan
and sin by theLamb. That ismade crystal clear by “the song of theLamb” first
sungin Revelation 5:9-10: And they sanganew song, saying,

“Thou art worthy totakethebook, and to open the seal sther eof:
for thou wast dain, and hast redeemed usto God by thy blood
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And
hast madeusuntoour God kingsand priests. and weshall reign
ontheearth.”

Inaddition to the praisessungin Chapter five, these saintsadd someversesto
the“ song of theLamb:”
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“Great and marvelousarethy works, Lord God Almighty; just
and truearethy ways, thou King of saints. Whoshall not fear
thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for
all nations shall come and wor ship beforethee; for thy judg-
mentsaremade manifest.”

By their additional words, these saints extend the focus and praise for the
Lord Jesus beyond Hisroleas Savior to HisroleasKing of Kings. Itisafitting
prelude to the culmination of thisexpanded view of our Lord Jesus Chrit, the
purpose of thisentire book, which reachesits climax in Chapter nineteen when
Jesusisseen asKING OF KINGSAND LORD OF LORDS (19:16).

Though thisview of Jesus has not been seen by many;, it certainly has been
clearly and emphatically presented previoudy intheWord of God suchasin Psaims
2:1-6:

“Why do the heathen rage, and the peopleimagineavain thing?
the kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulerstake coun-
sel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, say-
ing, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their
cordsfrom us. Hethat sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the
Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he speak unto
them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. Yet
have | set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.”

God used Paul to give usamore compl ete picture of the Lord Jesus Christ
when Hetold Paul towritewhat wefindin Philippians2:9-11 and 1 Timothy 6:15-
16:

“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him
anamewhich isabove every name: That at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of thingsin heaven, and thingsin earth,
and thingsunder the earth; And that every tongue should con-
fessthat Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
“Which in histimes he shall shew, who isthe blessed and only
Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who only
hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can ap-
proach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be
honour and power everlasting. Amen.”

The sober truth of the matter isthat we, today, have as much for which to
praisetheLord Jesus Christ asthe victorious saints pictured herein Revel ation
fifteen. Itislong past timethat we emphasizethethrone of Jesusasmuch aswe
emphasizeHiscradleand Hiscross.



