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Aswe come to verse 17 of the sixteenth Chapter of The Revelation of
Jesus Christ, it is necessary for us to pause for amoment and remind our-
selves where we are chronologically in the events of theGreat Tribulation
Period. We also need to pause so we can review some of the particular
characteristics of the Bowl Judgmentswhich distinguish them from the other
two sets of judgmentswhich happen during theGreat Tribulation Period.

First, as regardsthe chronology of the Great Tribulation Period, the
Bowl Judgmentsarethelast event to happen during this seven-year pe-
riod whichisconcluded by thevictoriousreturn of our Lord JesusChrist
as described in Revelation 19:11-21. We do not intend to get ahead of
ourselves, for we will examine each detail of what God tells usin these five
verses, plus what we find in other passages of Scripture regarding thisfina
judgment. At the end of thefirst verse, vs. 17, God tellsusthat “ it isdone,”
finished.

Aswe haveworked our way through this marvel ous book, studying what
our Lord hastold us, we recognize that we have been confronted with many
thingsthat neither John, the writer, nor we could understand. God hastold us
many unique and unprecedented things which have been beyond our abilities
to comprehend. We may need to remind ourselves that it is not possible for
the mind of man, any man, to fully understand the nature of God nor thethings
of God. Yet, without any hesitation, we know that what God tellsusistrue,
totally reliable, and must be accepted and acted upon in obedience, even
when we do not understand the thingsHetells us.

Second, we have already seen some of the unique characteristics of
these Bowl Judgmentswhich distinguish them from thetwo prior setsof
judgments, the Seal Judgmentsand theTrumpet Judgments.

Eirst, we havelearned that these Bowl Judgmentsare cumulativein
the sense that the effects of each continue and are added to the ones which
follow. Second. we learned that the effects areascendative. Eachoneis
worsethanthejudgment it followed. Third, welearned that theBowl Judg-
mentsarefulfilling. God hasgiven predictiveinformation about the nature
of each judgment beforeit happens, whichisthen fulfilled in the Bowl Judg-
ment.

Because the effects of each particular judgment continue and is added to
thetraumaof the onesthat follow, it iseasy to seethat theintensity of the pain,
agony and hel plessnessincreases correspondingly. The effectsof the pouring
out of the First Bowl Judgment, the“ grievous sores,” continue. The pain
and debilitation of those sores which covered the wicked from “the top of
their head to the bottom of their feet with a sore botch that cannot be
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healed” (Deuteronomy 28:35) isstill affecting thelives of thewicked Christ-
rejectors, causing them misery and affecting their ability to function.

Sincethe Bowl Judgmentsare cumulative the effects of the First Bowl
Judgment continue even asthe effects of the Second Bowl Judgment take
place. The Second Bowl Judgment isthe poisoning of al the salt water in
the world with blood, resulting in the death of everything living in the seas
dying and floating to the surface and then to the beaches. The stench from the
trillions of dead creatures decaying in the hot sun makes thisworld a miser-
able place.

Then, the Third Bowl Judgment happensand all of the sources of fresh
drinking water on the earth isal so turned into blood and the misery and trauma
of the previous judgments suddenly is transformed into desperation as men
find drinking water to be @ most non-existent. The pain, trauma, and despera-
tion of thefirst threejudgmentsisthen compounded by scorching heat asthe
intensity of the sun is increased and is made seven times hotter. What is
unbearably hot at 99 degrees suddenly is forgotten when the sun produces
temperatures on the earth of about 700 degrees with theFourth Bowl Judg-
ment.

TheJudgment of the Fifth Bowl producesastrange, heavy darkness—
something totally beyond our ability to understand. Theonly thingtowhichit
can be compared iswhat was experienced in theland of Egypt when God sent
the ninth plague upon Pharaoh and theland of Egypt (Exodus10:21-23). How-
ever, though that strange darkness could actually be felt, it lasted only three
days and affected only the Egyptians. Here, withthe Fifth Bowl Judgment
being poured out upon “the seat of thebeast and hiskingdom,” suchpainis
produced that the wicked “ gnawed their tonguesin pain.” Here, withthis
judgment, the darkness covering “the seat of the beast and his kingdom”
continues until the end.

Even following the pain which results from the heat of the seven-fold
increase of the power of the sun in the Fourth Bowl Judgment, and then
again following the pain produced by the darkness of the Fifth Bowl Judg-
ment, we aretold that the wicked refuse to repent of their rebellion against
God. Itisthelast timethat weread this, which apparently indicates that this
is the last opportunity offered to those who regject Christ to turn from their
wickedness and follow Jesus. Theaccumulated pain and traumaof thesefive
bowls of judgment has not produced repentance. As is true with much of
Scripture, the statementsthat they “ repented not to givehim glory” inverse
nineandthey “repented not of their deeds” inverseelevenindicatesthat, at
this point, they can still be saved, but still they regject Christ. Their hearts
now stubbornly hardened, they reject the only One Who could provide them
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with forgiveness and relief from their deserved suffering. It is as if God
reaches those bowls down into the very lake of fire and brimstone and gives
them a sample of what awaits them in hell to warn them of their impending
destiny and they still chooseto follow Satan to destruction.

We have lightly touched upon thecumulative and ascendative character-
istics of the Bowl Judgments which distinguish them from the other two sets
of judgments. Theimportance of recognizing these two characteristics can-
not be overemphasized. Unless one approachesthe Seventh Bowl Judg-
ment with the awareness that the previous five Bowl Judgments are not sin-
gular and separated in their impact upon thiswicked world, but added to and
compounded in their effects, then it will not be possible to even begin to
grasp what is actually happening with thisfinal judgment.

In addition to the cumulative and ascendative characteristics, it isalso
important to mention the fulfilling nature of these Bowl Judgments. In an
expression of His grace and mercy, God has warned man repeatedly about
these judgments. He has even given smaller samples of them, such as the
plagues He sent upon Pharaoh and the Egyptians, upon man so that man could
have some idea of what could happen. The Old Testament is overflowing
with specific detail ed descriptions, aswe shall seeregarding thisSixth Bowl
Judgment, of exactly what isto happen. Over and over again man has dis-
missed and ignored God's warnings. It is important for each person to be
aware of and accept avita truth whichisthis:

Neither God nor what He says or does is subject to or af-
fected by what man thinksor how man respondstoHim. God
isWhoHesaysHeisand never has, nor never will, mislead or
lietoman. Hesayswhat Hemeans, and meanswhat He says.
Man ignoresand/or reectsGod at hisown peril and isrespon-
siblefor hisown choicesand will face judgment accordingto
hisresponseto God.

However, before we can consider the Seventh Bow! Judgment, we must
recognize what happensintheSixth Bowl of Judgment. Itiswhenthesixth
angel poursout His*“vial upon the great river Euphrates: and the water
thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be
prepared.” And John saw “three unclean spirits like frogs come out of
themouth of thedragon, and out of themouth of thebeast, and out of the
mouth of the false prophet. For they arethe spirits of devils, working
miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole
world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.
And hegathered them together into a placecalled in the Hebrew tongue
Armageddon” (Rev. 16:12,13,14,16).
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As we try to visualize what is described in the above verses, we can
imaginethe presentation of various strange and powerful illusions, presented
by Satan and hisfollowers, which hypnotise and manipul ate those who have
chosen to receive his“ mark of the beast” and follow him. Such a scene
would go far beyond any grotesque images ever conceived by even the most
imaginative and creative minds. God's Word tells us that He gathers “all
nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the
houses rifled, and the women ravished” (Zechariah 14:2).

These hordes of people from every nation on the earth, each one of them
writhing in pain from the soresthat cover their bodies, scrambling frantically
to find drinking water for themselves and their horses, made mad and boiling
with anger against God, rushing to Armageddon to foolishly do battle with the
One they hate so much. Furthermore, Zechariah 14:12 tells us that, as they
stand to do battle with the Lord God, He shall smite them with a plague and
“Thelr flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and
their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall con-
sumeaway in their mouth.” It may well bethat thiseven beginsduring this
Seventh Bowl Judgment. Thisisin addition to what we aretold in Revela-
tion 19:15 that “out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He
should smite the nations.”

These are certainly some of the most gruesome descriptions man has ever
read. They arefrightening and horrifying. Yet, God has given us thisinfor-
mation so that any person who choosesto reject Jesus Christ, who choosesto
ignore His warnings or to try to minimize them, will have no excuse. Itis
difficult to even read what God has told us. However, the burden we feel
when we read it and try to visualize the events, is nothing at all when com-
pared to what shall be experienced by those who choose not to repent and
turn to Christ for forgiveness and salvation.

It isthe burden of thiswriter to present these heavy and seriousfactsin as
clear a manner as possible so that each person may know, as fully as pos-
sible, what God has said about the destiny of those who refuse His grace. It
is this writer’s prayer that all who read these words will take God at His
Word and turn to Him in repentance and trust Jesus Christ to receive His
grace and forgiveness.



