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Having spent the major part of the first lesson on Chapter Seventeen in
giving some biblical and historical background to the development of false
religion as “the great whore,” we now continue to examine the aspects
listed inthefirst division of this Chapter, verses one through six. As pointed
out in the previous lesson, “ the great whore” isidentified in versefiveasa
“MYSTERY,BABYLONTHE GREAT,THEMOTHER OFHARLOTS
ANDABOMINATIONSOFTHE EARTH.” Then, inthelast verseof this
chapter, theangel tellsJohnthat “ And thewoman which thou sawest isthat
great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.” From these two
statements it seems clear that God uses both symbolism and literalism to
describe the same objects in this chapter because “the great whore” is
identified asbotha“MYSTERY” and a“great city.” It aso appears clear
that God isdescribing an unholy relationship existing between falsereligion
and rulers of this world. As we continue studying the aspects of John's
vision, and the angel’s explanation, we should remember how God is pre-
sentingthis.

2 With whom (3) thekingsof the earth have committed for nication,
and (4) theinhabitantsof theearth have been madedrunk
with thewineof her fornication.

Thethird aspect sets before usthe unholy relationship existing be-
tween false religion and government rulers or kings and describes the
relationship as” fornication.” Throughout the Bible God has used the im-
age of sexual unfaithfulness to portray the spiritualway-wardnesss of man.
Thiswas acommon expression used by the prophetsin describing the sinful -
ness of both Israel and Judah and the conditions of spiritual corruption that
led to the demi se of both the northern and southern kingdoms.

Such expressionsas”...they went awhoring after other gods...” (Judges
2:17); and “ ... all I srael went thither awhoring...” (Judges 8:27); and “ And
they transgressed against the God of their fathers, and went a whoring
after the gods of the people of theland...” (1 Chr. 5:25); and they “ ...went a
whoring with their own inventions” (Psa. 106:39); and then through such
prophets as Ezekiel God spoke the following: “ And they that escape of you
shall remember me among the nations whither they shall be carried cap-
tives, because | am broken with their whorish heart, which hath departed
from me, and with their eyes, which go a whoring after their idols: and
they shall lothe themselves for the evilswhich they have committed in all
their abominations’ (Ezekiel 6:9).

Because God' s spoken word could not adequately picturethe spiritual prostitu-
tion of Hispeople, God finally chose aprophet, Hosea, to present aliving dramaof
Hisfaithful lovefor his people despite their unfaithfulness. Asone readsthe pro-
phetic book of Hoseait islikely to evoke asense of shame and pain for through the
unfaithfulness of Hosea' swifeit dramatically picturestheunfaithfulnessof God's
people. This can be seen in such references from Hosea as:

Revelation 17:1-18

1And there came one of the
seven angelswhich had the
seven vials, and talked with
me, saying unto me, Come
hither; | will shew untothee
thejudgment of (1) the
great whorethat (2) sitteth
upon many waters:

2 With whom (3) thekings
of the earth have committed
fornication, and (4) the
inhabitantsof theearth
havebeen madedrunk with
thewineof her fornication.

3Sohecarried meaway in
thespiritintothe
wilderness: and (5) | saw a
woman sit upon a scar let
colour ed beast, full of
names of blasphemy, having
seven headsand ten horns.

4 And (6) thewoman was
arrayed in purpleand
scarlet colour, and decked
with gold and precious
stonesand pearls, (7) having
agolden cup in her hand
full of abominationsand
filthinessof her fornication:

5And (8) upon her forehead
wasanamewritten,

MY STERY, (99 BABYLON
THE GREAT, THE
MOTHEROFHARLOTS
ANDABOMINATIONSOF
THE EARTH.

6And (10) | saw thewoman
drunken with the blood of
thesaints, and with the
blood of the martyrs of
Jesus: and when | saw her, |
wonder ed with great
admiration.
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“My peopleask counsel at their stocks, andtheir staff declareth
unto them: for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to
err, andthey havegoneawhoring fromunder their God” (4:12).
“They will not frame their doings to turn unto their God: for
the spirit of whoredomsisin the midst of them, and they have
not known the LORD” (5:4). “Rejoicenot, O I sradl, for joy, as
other people: for thou hast gone a whoring from thy God,
thou hast loved a reward upon every cornfloor” (9:1).

God's use of awoman and His reference to harlotry in portraying false
religion is quite appropriate because it is more than the matter of unfaithful-
ness. Itisalso truethat most falsereligionsappeal to the sensual lusts of man
and incorporate various types of sexual sin asapart of their drawing power.
Thusit was from the very first days of false religion introduced at “ Babel”
by Nimrod with the perverted worship that focused on the sexual attraction
of Semiranis. Most of the expressions of this perversion foundin thevarious
cultures around the world have used “ priestesses’ who were actually pros-
titutes to seduce men into worshipping “ the god of thisworld” who knows
well how to appeal to the lower and depraved nature of mankind. As ex-
plained in detail in the previous lesson, “the great whore” of Revelation
Seventeen represents all variations of false religion, those who will be left
behind on the earth when the Lord raptures His own away and takesthe true
church out of thisworld.

The spectrum of those represented by “ the great whor €’ runsthewhole
gamut of al the participants of false religion who have not given their lives
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Included are those who practice various “pagan
forms of religion” such as the obviously non-Christian religions as Islam,
Buddhism, Hinduism, etc. Representedintheidentity of “thegreat whore”
would also be those on the fringes of Christianity, incorporating a varying
degree of “biblical characteristics,” enough to be identified by some as be-
ing “Christian,” but more accurately identified as cults. Examples of these
would be such groups as Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, Christian Scientists,
Unitarians, etc. Only a cursory examination of the belief systems of such
groups, and a comparision of their teachings with Scripture, would reveal
thelir fal seness.

Perhaps most Bible students would recognize that the onesreferenced in
the above paragraph are included in theidentity of “the great whore.” How-
ever, many who would agree on that conclusion would not as likely be will-
ing to include the multitudes of people who are associated with “main-line”
church groups. While we are all aware that those associated with pagan
religions and even most of those associated with the “fringe groups” or cults
do not spend much time reading God’s Word and certainly don’t believeit or
takeit serioudly, thereis something el se even morefrightening.
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Thevarious“main-line’ churches, wherethe Bibleisrecognized asGod's
Word in varying degrees, where the ministers are at least acquainted with
God's Word, very likely contain many who are included in those identitfied
with“thegreat whore.” Evenasthe Old Testament isfull of God’sadmoni-
tions and warnings that flowed from His broken heart to His chosen people,
Israel, God's heart must be greatly burdened by these who often carry His
truth in their hands but have not allowed it into their hearts.

In reference to fase religion, “the great whore,” the Lord tells John
“With whom thekingsof the earth have committed for nication,” refering
totheunholy aliancethat often exists between rulersand religion. Both feed
off of and pervert each other. God gave Nebuchadnezzar adream of astrange
image depicting the role of various governments in Chapter Two of Daniel.
Then God gave Daniel hisown vision dealing with the same subject, butina
different form, in Chapter Seven of Daniel. These two messages related to
the rise, the fal and the influence of secular powers and rulers in man’s
history. Though Daniel was in a position of great influence, he refused to
compromise hisvauesand corrupt hisfaithin God. In many placesinthe Old
Testament God related His messages to His people to their experiences with
rulers and governments, particularly involving Babylon, Syriaand Egypt.

However, the primary emphasis of this statement is related to what God
tellsusin Revelation Thirteen about “ the dragon” (Satan), “thebeast” (anti-
Christ), and“ thefalse prophet” (falsereligion). There God describes- how
a perverted ruler, “the beast” who is empowered by Satan, uses false reli-
gion as histool until he (the Satan-empoered beast) destroysit so that he can
take its place and become the object of man’s worship.

The fourth aspect tells us that “the inhabitants of the earth have
been made drunk with thewine of her intoxication,” asit describesthe
temporary effectsof thisunholy relationship. Asmentioned above, when
such arelationship exists, both parties seem to gain some benefits such as
status and power and that would not otherwise be available to them. The
church or religion gains some power, wealth and prestige and increases its
nominal followers. Theruler or government gains adoration and subjection
of those from this so-called “faith or religious group.”

Not only do both parties in such arelationshipgain from each other, but
both partiesalso pervert each other. It should bethe primary characteristic of
aso-caled “faith or religioius group” to teach and promote aval ue system of
some sort. However, in such arelationship the so-called “faith or religious
group” must always compromise and corrupt its values to accomodate the
nature and desires of the ruler or government. Asaresult of being corrupted
itself, it promotes corruption. Theruler or government becomes pervertedin
that it assumes that it has more power and status than it actually possesses.
What it mistakes as adoration isin reality the pursuit of self-interests on the
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part of the participants. Both parties become intoxicated with the temporary

benefits of their alliance.

3Sohecarried meaway in thespirit intothewilderness: and (5) | saw a
woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of
blasphemy, having seven headsand ten horns.

The fifth aspect appears before John when the Spirit carries him
“away intothewilderness.” Inthemidst of symbolism wearetold about a
literal place. Thereis much speculation concerning this“wilderness.” In
Revelation Chapter Twelve, verse six, we read about a“wilderness where
she (Israel) hath a place prepared of God” for a period of “a thousand
two hundred and threescore days.” Again, in Revelation Chapter Twelve,
verse fourteen, we are told that when “the woman” (Isragl) is being perse-
cuted by the devil that “ ...the woman was given two wings of a great eagle,
that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where sheis nour-
ished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the ser-
pent.” God left it a mystery as to the location of the two places of “the
wilderness’ in Chapter Twelve, probably to protect Isradl. If we could
determine the location of these two “wildernesses,” Satan would also be
ableto do the same and Isragl’s protection would then be compromised. It's
highly unlikely that the place herein Chapter Seventeenisthesameasthat in
Chapter Twelve. Itisappropriate that wenotethat God tellsus about Babylon
becoming aplace of devastation and awildernessasaresult of Hisjudgment
inlsaiah 47-48 and Jeremiah 50 and 51. Thelast verse of Chapter Seventeen
tdlsusthat“ thewoman which thou sawest isthat great city, which reigneth
over thekingsof theearth.” Somebelievethat the” wilderness” isrelated
to Babylon while others think that it is related to Rome. There are different
viewpoints on this matter and it may be best for usto say that thisis some-
thing we do not need to understand.

Johntellsusthat “ ... | saw awoman sit upon a scar let coloured beast.”
The“woman” is“thegreat whore’ andthe” scarlet coloured beast” isthe
same beast John had seen“rise up out of the sea, having seven heads, and
ten horns, and upon his hornsten crowns, and upon his heads the name
of blasphemy” (Rev. 13:1). This “beast” has aready been identified as
anti-Christ, empowered by Satan, now carriesand energizesfasereligion or
the false church. The open blasphemy of anti-Christ has already been noted
when we referred to certain passages of Scripture previously such as Daniel
7:25; 11:36 and 2 Thessalonians 2:4.

The descriptions given in verse four and verse six elaborate on the re-
sults of the unholy relationship. The title in verse five has already been
explained in lesson one. Notice that, having received the vision, Johnisin
shock, which isabetter understanding of theword translated“ admiration,”
and isin need of some explanation which the angel then givesto him.
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