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“How much shehath glorified herself,” setsbefore usthe actions
or activitieswhich producethelisted results, i.e., “ torment and sorrow,”
and” plagues’ and“ mourning, and famine” and being “ utterly burned
with fire.” We have before us a statement, that, when understood, is
literaly astounding, indicating a very serious and perverted condition.

First, in analyzing this statement, we see that “she,” Babylon,
conscioudly and deliber ately does something that producesthekinds
of resultswhich areof thenaturethat no saneper son would knowingly
seek. Any acquaintance with such would surely cause a sane person to
discover the actionsthat could result in such pain and take all necessary
stepsto avoid such actions. However, we havejust read an example of
masochism, which is a condition of “enjoying, lusting for, or seeing
pleasure in being abused or made to suffer.” This mentally ill
condition of self-destruction will be a defining characteristic of
“Babylon” in the last days and understanding it helps us to better
comprehend how and why “ Babylon” made herself the object of God's
awful wrath. Understanding the cause of this condition should be
important to us because, unfortunately, masochism isnot uncommonin
our sin-sickened society today.

Second, we have to ask why the individuals who constitute
“Babylon,” or any other person, would be this way and do the things
that would produce such pain for oneself. At least for “ Babylon,” God
gives us the answer we need in the expression, “she hath glorified
her self.”

“Glorified” isaverbal form of aword most often used in the Bible
torefer to God. It isfrom the Greek word, doxa, (1392), and itsbasic
meaning is “to have an opinion, to think.” We most often think of
doxa as describing that holiness and magnificence which is observed
by man when God expresses Himself, or makes Himself known.
Therefore, we use the expression “ the glory of God” to indicate what
we think of God when we see how He acts and expresses Himself.
When God says, “...she hath glorified herself,” Heistelling us that
“Babylon” hasshown uswhat sheislikein contrast to Him showing us
what Heislike by outwardly expressing Hisinner reality which isbeyond
our ability to know or comprehend (John 1:18).

God has done this to alimited degree through His creation (Rom.
1:19-20). Though only a very limited expression of Himself can be
made known through His creation, it is sufficient for any man to see
something of Hisamazing nature and work and thereby know that He
exists, giving that man the opportunity of believingin Him.

7 How much she hath glorified
her self, and lived delicioudly, so
much tor ment and sorrow give
her:
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“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold thetruth
in unrighteousness; Because that which may be known of
God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.
For theinvisible things of him from the creation of the world
areclearly seen, being understood by the thingsthat are made,
even hiseternal power and Godhead; so that they arewithout
excuse” (Romans 1:18-20).

Having presented a partial expression of His glory, God thus gives
every person theability to respond to what He has shown man of Himself.
A person, who isone of the Creator’s very specially endowed creations
and created with more ability than any other creation, is therefore
confronted with a simple choice. The creature will either choose to
recognize that he isan amazing creature brought into existence through
the wisdom and power of the Creator, and desire to humble himself
before his Creator and worship Him, or refuse to do so. God then
explainswhat happensto al men when they regject Him:

“Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not
asGod, neither werethankful; but becamevain in their imagi-
nations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the
glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to
corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and
creeping things’ (Romans 1:21-23).

Rejecting the reality of the glorified Creator is much more than an
intellectual decision. It isamasochistic act, an act of self-destruction.
God, having created us and knowing us even better than we know
ourselves, tells us that when we choose not to glorify Him as God and
are not thankful for what He has done for us, we destroy ourselves. If
we rgject God as the object of our worship and replace Him with
ourselves, an act which is an expression of narcissism, we commit a
masochistic act. That is, when we glorify ourselves instead of our
Creator, when we make oursel vesthe center of our universe, we destroy
ourselves and our ability to function normally as our Creator intended.
God tellsusthat:

“... profession themselves to be wise, they became fools ...
and changed theglory of theuncorruptible God into an image
made like to corruptible man and ... changed the truth of
God into a lie and worshipped and served the creature more
than the Creator” (Rom. 1:22,23, 25).
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In “Babylon,” masochism and narcissism reach their zenith, the
culmination of the degradation of depraved and self-centered man.
Babylon is a picture of what happens when nar cissism matures and is
like some rotten, unpicked fruit, which is barely hanging on to the tree
until it falls to the ground and completes its putrefaction. The self-
deceived mind of “Babylon” expects the very opposite from what it
getswhich isdeath and sorrow: “ | sit a queen, and am no widow, and
shall seenosorrow.” Thisisthedestiny which God long ago determined
for “Babylon.” In Isaiah 47:8, many years ago, God told us the self-
deceit that would flow from “ Babylon’s’ mouth and also the cause of
her destiny:

“Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures,
that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, | am, and
none else beside me; | shall not sit as a widow, neither shall
I know theloss of children: But these two things shall come
to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and
widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection
for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abun-
dance of thine enchantments. For thou hast trusted in thy
wickedness: thou hast said, None seeth me. Thy wisdom and
thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou hast said in
thine heart, | am, and none else beside me. Therefore shall
evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from whence it
riseth: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be
able to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee sud-
denly, which thou shalt not know” (Isaiah 47:8-11).

The verses that follow Revelation 18:7 describe the results that
naturally flow from this narcissistic and masochistic behavior. Self-
destruction will happen suddenly: “ Thereforeshall her plaguescome
in oneday, death, and mourning, and famine” (18:8). Shehasbrought
thisdestruction upon herself, but it is God Who exercisesthe judgment.

Asaresult of the earthquake described in 17:18-20, fires break out,
consuming the earthquake-produced debris. Such amassive and severe
earthquake ruptures the vast oil and gas carrying pipelines and causes
themultipleoil wellsto erupt like vol canoes, producing firesunlike any
previously seen on thisearth. Though previouswarsinthisregion have
produced almost uncontrollablefires, the smoke of which could be seen
around most of theworld, the burning of “Babylon” ismorelike hell
than anything el se seen prior to thistime.

When God acts His actions are sudden and unmistakable and the
effectsof Hisjudgment of “ Babylon” reach around theworld.

7. ... for she saith in her
heart, | sit aqueen, and am
no widow, and shall see no
SOrrow.

8 Therefore shall her
plagues come in_one day,
death, and mourning, and
famine; and she shall be
utterly burned with fire: for
strongistheLord God who
judgeth her.
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“Thekingsof the earth, who have committed fornication and
lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when
they shall seethe smokeof her burning ... Alas, alas, that great city
Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour isthy judgment come....
And themer chantsof theearth shall weep and mourn over her; for
no man buyeth their mer chandiseany mor €’

One moment the kings and the financial power brokers of the earth,
intoxicated by their nar cissistic natures and taking for granted that their
current state will continue, enjoy almost indescribable luxury. The next
moment it isall gone. All of it! That isthe nature of material posses-
sions, aways, without exception! Here— gone!

Whilenar cissistic man, thinking that heisthe center of the universe,
in control of hisown life and destiny, goes about hisbusinessasif heis
god, he is so self-deceived that he is totally unprepared for the redlity
God has waiting for him. God'’s control is absolute and final. Four
times in this Chapter God states what He makes to happen, in verse 8,
10, 17, and 19, God uses either the phrase “in one day” or “in one
hour” to emphasi ze the ultimate destiny of man’s possessions. Only a
foolish, illogical man can miss God' swarning. But, long ago, such men
lose the ability to think logically and recognize reality.

Therelevance of the main points of this Chapter areimportant to us
today. All truefollowersof JesusChrist are” raptured away from this
earth” seven years before the events described in Revelation Eighteen
and will not experience the terrible things presented herein. However,
God is the only One Who really knows who belongs to Him. After
naming two men, Hymenaeus and Philetus, who had been membersin
the church who pretended to be Christians, the Apostle Paul wrote to
Timothy that “ ...the Lord knoweth them that are His” (2 Tim. 2:17).

It was not uncommon in that day, and certainly is not today, that
people will participate in achurch, claiming to be followers of Christ,
but, in reality, do not belong to Jesus, but rather belong to themselves.
People, who call themselves Christians today, would do well to pay
attention to what God tellsusin HisWord. Consider God'swarningsin
the following passages.

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils, Speaking lies in hypocrisy;
having their conscience seared with a hot iron” (1 Timothy
4:1-2).

9 And the kings of the earth,
who havecommitted for nication
and lived déliciously with her,
shall bewail her, and lament for
her, when they shall see the
smokeof her burning,

10 Sanding afar off for thefear
of her torment, saying, Alas,
alas, that great city Babylon,
that mighty city! for in onehour
isthy judgment come.

11 And the merchants of the
earth shall weep and mourn
over her; for no man buyeth
their merchandiseany more:

12 Themer chandiseof gold, and
silver, and precious stones, and
of pearls, and fine linen, and
purple and slk, and scarlet, and
all thyinewood, and all manner
vesselsof ivory, and all manner
vessels of most precious wood,
and of brass, and iron, and
marble,

13 And cinnamon, and odours,
and ointments, and
frankincense, and wine, and oil,
and fine flour, and wheat, and
beasts, and sheep, and hor ses,
and chariots, and slaves, and
soulsof men.

14 And the fruits that thy soul
lusted after are departed from
thee, and all thingswhich were
dainty and goodly ar edeparted
from thee, and thou shalt find
them nomoreat all.

15 The merchants of these
things, which weremaderich by
her, shall stand afar off for the
fear of her torment, weeping
and wailing,
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“This know also, that in_the last days perilous times shall
come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers,
false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good, Traitors, heady, highminded, |overs of pleasures more
than lovers of God; Having aform of godliness, but denying
the power thereof: from such turn away. For of thissort are
they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women
laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever learning,
and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2
Timothy 3:1-7).

“Eor thetimeis come that judgment must begin at the house
of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of
them that obey not the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17).

Theidentifying characteristic isoften discerned in determining who
isin control of one's life. To become a follower of Christ, a person
must dieto self. AsPaul wrotein Galatians2:20: “| am crucified with
Christ ...” Paul’s ego had been crucified. It had died. Hewasnot in
control of hislife. He had been converted, i.e., died to self and become
anew person. As he said in Philippians 1:20: “ Christ liveth in me.”
When he called Jesus “Lord,” he realy meant that his opinions and
desires and the effort to control his life had been crucified, had died,
and that he only lived so that Jesus could live Hislife through him.

Some peopl e today seem to think that they have become Christians
and will be raptured before the Tribul ation Period because they believe
what God says about Jesusin the Bible. However, God tells us that the
“devilsbelieve” (James 2:19). We know they don’t belong to Jesus nor
serve Him as Lord and Master.

It is not enough to just believe the right things, nor even to do the
right things. Nar cissism hasto be overcome by the death of self. Yield-
ing up the ownership, control and mastery of one's life is always in-
volved in becoming a follower of Jesus. Any person who retains the
control of hislife has not died to self nor yielded up the control of his
lifeto Jesus. Therefore, such a person belongs to self, serves himself,
isthe center of hisown life, andishisown god. Such aperson needsto
be converted and give the ownership of hislifeto Jesus, totally!

16 And saying, Alas, alas, that
great city, that was clothed in
fine linen, and purple, and
scarlet, and decked with gold,
and preciousstones, and pearld!

17 For in one hour so great
riches is come to nought. And
every shipmaster, and all the
company in ships, and sailors,
and as many as trade by sea,
stood afar off,

18And cried when they saw the
smoke of her burning, saying,
What city islikeuntothisgreat
city!

19 And they cast dust on their
heads, and cried, weeping and
wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that
great city, wherein were made
rich all that had shipsinthesea
by reason of her costliness! for
in onehour isshemadedesolate.



