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“Reoice” thefirst word in Chapter e ghteen, versetwenty, isawelcome
change. It'sjust oneword, but it isrefreshing and welcomeand suggestive
of thewonderful thingswhichwe shd read about in Chapter nineteen. These
last few verses of Chapter eighteen give usabrief description of God'stotal
destruction of Babylon, Satan’sheadquartersin thiswicked and godlessworld.
Weshall read themwith asense of rdlief that therole of Babylonanditsevil
contrallinginfluenceis*nomore.”

However, beforewe proceed we should pause and reflect upon what
God hasbeen describing to us.

In Chapter fourteen versesix, God begins describing the very last
events of Hisjudgment upon this Christ-rejecting world. Thefourteenth
verse of Chapter fourteen showed usthe Son of man, sitting upon awhite
cloud having upon Hishead agolden crown, symbolizing Hisauthority over
all of creationandin Hishand asharp sickleof judgment. Versesixteenthen
summarized thisentire passage about judgment by saying; “ And Hethat
sat on thecloud thrust in Hissickleon theearth; and theearth was
reaped.” All that wehaveread sincethat verse can beclassified asGod's
explanation of variousaspects of thisreaping of theearth.

Chaptersfifteen and sixteen present the last series of judgments,
expressing the most awful and devastating of al. These* bowl judgments’
happen quickly, aremore awful than anything ever experienced onthisearth
and areaccumul aiveinther effectsuntil thevery end. Thismeansthat, even
asweread of what happensinthesevery last verses, the effects of each of
these” bowl judgments’ istill being felt and affecting theevil inhabitants of
thisearth.

Chapter seventeen isabout Babylon, not Rome, for it concernsthe
role of how Satan usesidolatry, falserdigion, and pseudo-Chrigtianity, asa
meansto decelvemankind. Thisperverting of worship from the Creator and
redirecting it to Hisarch enemy, Satan, began in an organized fashion with
theTower of Babel in Genesiseleven, and has continued in variousforms
down throughthe ages. In Chapter seventeen God further amplifieshow, by
using hisstooges, Anti-Christ and the False Prophet, Satanisabletolead
multitudes of peopletoworship theillusionary image of “thebeast” as
presented in Chapter thirteen, versestwelve through fifteen. Therefore,
Chapter seventeen fitsinto the midpoint of the“ seven-year tribulation
period.”

Chapter eighteen continuesadescription of God'sdestruction of rebuilt
Babylon which seemingly becomes Satan’s earthly headquarters during the
seven-year Tribulation Period. Insodoing, Godtellsushow Hisjudgment
upon Babylon affectstherulersof thisworld and their commercid interests.

20 Rejoice over her, thou
heaven, and ye holy apostles
and prophets; for God hath
avenged you on her.
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While Chapter seventeen is properly placed at the midpoint of the
Tribulation Period, theeventsdescribed in Chapter eighteen fitin the
end of theseven-year Tribulation Period and bring ustotheconcluson
of Satan’sdominancein thisworld.

A proper view of these things helps us to understand why the word
“Reoice” suddenly appears. Though Godisnot quitefinished with His
description of Babylon'sdestruction, theresidents of Heaven arenow able
toseetheend. Thetonechangesdramatically. Likethefirst raysof light
breaking through the darknessto signal theend of adark and stormy night
and assuring the coming of thelight of day heralded by the chirping of the
birds, anew commandisheard; “ Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye
holy apostlesand prophets, for God hath avenged you on her.” Asthe
res dentsof theearth lament thepassing of dl that they haveloved, theresidents
of heaven begin atimeof rgjoicing that will last for eternity.

Bdievingthat God dictated eachword, written by Johnthescribe, inthis
Reveation of JesusChrist, aswell asthe construction thereof, it issignificant
to notethat thisisacommand in the present tense, which denotes something
that continues. Weare not told who issuesthiscommand. Some say that it
isthe angel who makesthe announcement of versesone and two. Others
sayitisJohn. ItismorelikelythatitistheLord Himsdf even asinversefour
He commanded; “ Comeout of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” Assuming that it the Lord
Who issuesthis command, He specifiesthree groups.

First,"“heaven,” isspecified asmeaning al who arenow inheaven are
commanded torgjoice. Back in Chapter six, whenthe Lord opened thefifth
seal onthat scroll whichisthetitledeed to theearth, weread about agroup
of martyrsinversesninethrough eleven: “ And when hehad opened the
fifth seal, | saw under thealtar the soulsof them that weredlain for
theword of God, and for the testimony which they held And they
cried with aloud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost
thou not judgeand avengeour blood on them that dwell ontheearth?
And whiterobesweregiven unto every oneof them; and it wassaid
unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their
fellowservantsalso and their brethren, that should bekilled asthey
wer e, should befulfilled.” These are most certainly recipients of this
command. Now, they can start to experience ajoy that shall never end.
Surdly they would not betheonly onesincluded for al in heaven would now
havereasontorejoice.

Second, the Lord specifically directs His command to the “ holy
apostles.” Eachoneof them, with the exception of Johnthewriter, would
havegiventheir livesintheserviceof their King. Havinggladly giventheir
livesintheir serviceto their Lord they are now rewarded withjoy.
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Third, the Lord a so specifically directed Hiscommand to Hisfaithful
“prophets” Downthrough the centuriesthey had faithfully proclaimed His
warningsto the disobedient and sinful sonsof Jacob. They had preached
HisWords of love and mercy until their hearts had broken and their tears
had run down their faces— mostly with little acceptance on the part of the
unrepentant. For example, Noah, who proclaimed God'swarning and calls
for repentancefor 120 years, Jeremiah, who confronted the lying prophets
and priestsashefaithfully proclaimed God' swarnings, and Isaiah, Ezekid,
Amos, Jonah, and dl therest of God'sfaithful mouthpieces, who proclaimed
HisWord inthemost difficult and unresponsive Situations, receiveonemore
command: “Rejoice!”

Findly thereisjoy to overflow their hearts— joy long delayed, but joy
that never ends! Countlessfaithful servantsand prophets of God werethe
recipientsof thiswonderful command.

“... others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that
they might obtain a better resurrection: And others had
trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of
bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were
sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword:
they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being
destitute, afflicted, tormented (Of whom the world was
not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains,
and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having
obtained a good report through faith, received not the
promise” (Hebrews11:35-39).

After thecommandto” Rg oice’ theLord continueswith Hisdescription
of Hisfina destruction of Babylon: “ And amighty angel took up astone
like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with
violenceshall that great city Babylon bethrown down, and shall be
found nomoreat all.”

Thesmilewould have been moremeaningful totheimmediaterecipients
of TheReveation of Jesus Christ thanitistoustoday. A*“millstone” was
used to crush grain. It separated the husks from the heart so the useless
husks could be thrown away and, used asthis picture of what God does,
symbalizestheviolencewith which God destroys Setan’scapital and al that
isassociated withit.

“And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and
trumpeters, shall beheard nomoreat all in thee; and no craftsman,
of whatsoever craft hebe, shall befound any morein thee; and the
sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee” The
entertainers, the craftsmen and all who were apart of “normal activities’
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would no longer exist. Inaviolent moment they are“no more.” They
smply don’'t exist anymore. They aregoneforever! Lifeasthey wereused
toexists“nomore.”

Some people over the years have questioned how this description of
eventscould apply to Babylon whichinthisday islocated severa hundred
milesinland. However, even asGod had theauthority to dry up the Euphrates
so that thearmy of 200,000,000 could come across (9:15-17), and prevent
any rain fromfalling for three and one half years (11.6), He also hasthe
ability to fulfill what He said through the mouth of Jeremiah and causethe
watersof the seato engulf theareaaround Babylon. Pleasetakenoteof the
prophecy of Jeremiah which speaksof thisevent:

“Babylon become an astonishment among the nations!
The sea iscome up upon Babylon: sheiscovered with the
multitude of thewavesthereof. Andit shall be, when thou
hast made an end of reading this book, that thou shalt
bind a stone toit, and cast it into the midst of Euphrates:
And thou shalt say, Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall
not rise from the evil that | will bring upon her: and they
shall be weary. Thus far are the words of Jeremiah”
(Jeremiah 51:41-42, 63-64).

Apparently, from what God said through the mouth of Jeremiah, God
intendsto cover Babylon with water as He sinks her into the depths so that
she cannot be seen or found. Like so many other things, God does not
explain how Hedoes something. Hesmply tellsuswhat Hedoes. Hehas
never lied nor will Heever lieto man or deceiveanyone. Hesmplytellsus
what Hedoes. Hehasno obligationsto explain Hismethodsto us.

“Andthelight of acandleshall shinenomoreat all in thee” seems
toindicatethat by thistimeal sourcesof power havebeeninterrupted by the
variousplagues and the great earthquake and the only light availablewould
befrom candles, and, for thefifthtime, for emphasis, therefrain“nomor e’
isrepeated. “Nomore” light would ever be seen shinninginthisoncegreat
city that would exist“nomore.”

Before He concludesthisfina description of thepouring out of Hiswrath,
God onemoretimedraws attention to the role of deceit practiced by Satan
and hisreligiousfrauds,“ for by thy sor cerieswereall nationsdeceived.”
Satan would havevery few, if any, followers, if he ever presented thetruth,
sothat hehasto lieand deceive and isan expert at doing so.

“Andin her wasfound theblood of prophets, and of saints, and of
all that weredain upon theearth.” With agreat final statement that sums

itall up, theLord concludesall that needsto be said about Hisjudgment
upon thewicked prior to Hisvictoriousreturn to reclaim Hisearth.



