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“And after thesethings’ opensthe nineteenth chapter. Itisaphrase
God hasusedinthe Reveation of Jesus Christ to Signify animportant change
intopicand presentation. Godfirstuseditin 1:19whereitistrandated with
the following phrase, “the things which shall be hereafter,” in His
instructionsto Johnin how this Revelation wasto be organized. God told
John that therewereto bethreedivisions: Things pertaining to John's 1)
past, 2) present, and 3) future. God used thephraseagainin4:1toindicate
the conclusion of matters pertaining to both the past and present and the
introduction of futurematters. Betweenthat usagein 4.1 and the occurrence
herein19:1, God hasused it severd timesto signa achangeineither topic
or timeor both (7:1,9; 15:5; 18:1). Here, it signifies adramatic topical
change; therefore, we should beaert to the presentation of somedrasticaly
different scenes.

John beginsdescribing what isintroduced by “ meta tauta’ by saying
“I heard a great voice of much peoplein heaven.” We are about to
read John’sdescription of ascenethat isso fantasticthat itisachallengeto
John to present and to us to comprehend. It isthe most glorious praise
serviceever offered to our holy Creator by Hiscreation.

First, wefocuson theparticipantsin thisserviceof praiseto God.
WhiletheKJV says,“ much people,” the proper trand ation of the Greek
wordsmegasoxlosis” great multitude.” Thisdigtinctionisimportant. If
theKJV iscorrect then we are reading about some peoplewho oncelived
onthisearth and arenow in heaven. However, sincethe proper trandation
is" great multitude,” thisexpression could aso beareferenceto angelic
beingssinceversefour specificdly identifies” thefour and twenty elders’
asrepresentative of resurrected saints. Howevey, itisalso possiblethatitis
usedto signify a“ great multitude’ of resurrected saintswho are martyred
during the Tribul ation Period since the same expressionisused that way in
79.

If this“ great multitude” iscomposed of angels, thenthey would have
been watching the rebellion of sinful man over the centuries, would have
seen Satan seducemillionsof peopleintofollowinghiminhisuprisng againgt
the Creator and would have witnessed hisfutile attempts to assault and
overthrow thethroneof Almighty God (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekid 28:12-19;
Revelation 12:3-4). Both the angelsand the martyred saintsare aware of
thegreat number of times, asrecorded in the Old Testament, in which God
spoke about the coming of the M essiah, both Hisfirst appearanceto atone
for man’ssinand Hissecond and vi ctorious coming to conquer and vanquish
Hisenemies. Both angelsand resurrected, martyred saints haveknown of,
anticipated and patiently waited for thistime. Itisnow at hand andtheir joy
eruptslikeavolcanoinacrescendo of unprecedented praise.

Revelation 19:1-6

1And after thesethingsl
heard a great voice of much
peoplein heaven, saying,
Alleluia; Salvation, and glory,
and honour, and power, unto
theL ord our God:

2For trueandrighteousare
hisjudgments: for hehath
judged thegreat whore, which
did corrupt theearth with her
fornication, and hath avenged
theblood of hisservantsat her
hand.

3And againthey said, Alleluia.
And her smokeroseup for
ever and ever.

4And thefour and twenty
eldersand thefour beastsfell
down and wor shipped God that
sat on thethrone, saying,
Amen; Alleluia.

5And avoice cameout of the

throne, saying, Praiseour God,
all yehisservants, and yethat
fear him, both small and great.

6ANnd | heard asit werethe
voiceof agreat multitude, and
asthevoice of many waters,
and asthevoice of mighty
thunderings, saying, Alleluia:
for theL ord God omnipotent
reigneth.
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Second, weturn our thoughtstotheir expressionsof praiseand
wor ship. Indoing so, wefind avery specia relationship existsbetweenthis
praiseservice and the Old Testament.“ Alleluia,” an Old Testament word,
emphasi zesthis special relationship between the seven-year Tribulation
Period and the Old Testament so we should study it to understand itsrole
here. Instudying thisword wefind threeimportant factorsindicating how it
relatesthis passageto the Old Testament.

First, wediscover that therootsof “ Alleluia” arefoundin the
Old Testament. “Alleluia’ isatrandliteration of the two Hebrew
wordshawlal (1984) and yah, ashortened form of Yahweh, (3050)
which are usually trandlated “ Praisethe Lord” in the O.T. Though,
herein Revelation 19, isthefirstand only time® alleluia” isusedinthe
New Testament. Thecombination of thetwowords, hawlal yah, appears
165timesinthe O.T., mostly inthe Psalms. Thereitisoften used asan
imperativefrom King David commanding hispeopleto givetheir God
and Creator the honor and glory He deserves. Recognizing this, we
redizethat God, by emphasizing thisspecid rdationship, istdling usthat
“thetimeof Jacob’strouble’ (Jeremiah 30:7), whichisthe sameas
theTribulation Period, iscomingto anend and isconcluded with this
heavenly celebration.

Second, the appearance of “alleluia” here in Revelation
nineteen issignificant becauseit celebratesthefulfillment of what
had been anticipated in Psalms. InthePsalmsDavid prophetically
praised God for His ultimatejudgment and victory over Satan and evil.
Here, thechorusin heaven, ispraising God for Hisaccomplished judgment
and victory. This can be seen more clearly when one goes back to
Psamsand reads of David anticipation of God'sjudgment:

The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the
fatherless and widow: but the way of the wicked he turneth
upside down. The LORD shall reign for ever, even thy God,
O Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye the LORD (Psam
146:9-10.

Let the high praises of God bein their mouth, and a twoedged
swordin their hand; To execute vengeance upon the heathen,
and punishments upon the people; To bind their kings with
chains, and their nobleswith fetters of iron; To execute upon
them the judgment written: this honour have all his saints.
Praise yethe LORD (Psalm 149:6-9).
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Third, inthePsalmswhere” PraisetheLord” isused, wefind
an interesting relationship between what Hewaspraised for there
and what Heispraised for in Revelation. Whilethe Palmist praises
the Lord for many things, it isnotablethat, in anumber of places, the
phrasehawlal yah isusedto praisetheLord for beingtheCrestor. This
remindsusof thefirst worship servicein heaven which God described
in Revelation 4:9-11. It was only after Jesus was recognized and
worshipped as Creator of al of creation, whichimpliesHisownership
and authority over all that Hehascreated, that we begin to read of His
judgment of Hiscreation. AsCrestor, Heheld Hiscreation accountable
to Himand exercised Hisrightful authority tojudgeit. Thus, after Heis
worshipped as Creator, He is seen opening the sealson “ the book”
whichisthetitledeedto all of Creation. The opening of those seals
began Histime of judging His creation and that judgment coversthe
seven-years between the worship servicein Revelation four and the
celebration we arereading about in Revelation nineteen. Thus, theuse
of theword“ alleluia” in19:1, isanexpression of praisefor Jesusas
Creator aswell asan expression of joy cel ebrating Hisjudgment of His
rebellious creation. Theroleof “alleluia” in Revelation to connect
Jesus’ roleasCreator to Hisroleas Judgeisthus somewhat similar to
how itisusedin Psalms. Thiscan beseeninthefollowing verses.

Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery
and an instrument of ten strings. By the word of the LORD
werethe heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath
of his mouth. He gathereth the waters of the sea together as
an heap: helayeth up thedepth in storehouses (Psa. 33:2,6,7).

Praise yethe LORD. Praise yethe name of the LORD; praise
him, O ye servants of the LORD. He causeth the vapours to
ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings for
the rain; he bringeth the wind out of his treasuries (Psa.
135:1,7).

Praise ye the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul. Which
made heaven, and earth, thesea, and all that thereinis: which
keepeth truth for ever (Psa. 146:1,6).

Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens:
praisehimin theheights. Praiseyehim, all hisangels: praise
ye him, all his hosts. Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise
him, all ye stars of light. Praise him, ye heavens of heavens,
and ye waters that be above the heavens. Let them praisethe
name of the LORD: for hecommanded, and they were created.
He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made
a decree which shall not pass (Psa. 148:1-6).
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The" alleluia” introducesacrescendo of praise containing attributes
which belong only to our Lord and actionswhich can comeonly from Him:
“Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, untothelL ord our God.”
No oneelsecan provide“ Salvation” torebellious and sinful manand no
onee serightly deserves” glory, and honour, and power.” They belongto
Himaone

Twicebeforewe have seen Smilar exrpessionsof praise. Aninnumerable
number of angelspraise Himwith smilar expressonsjust before He begins
to openthe sealson thetitle deed to Hiscreation: “Worthy istheLamb
who wasdlain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!” (Rev. 5:12). Thenthe saintswho had
giventheir livesin Hisservice during the Tribulation Period and been
resurrected into Hispresenceareseen praising Himin Revelation 7:12 with
thefollowing accoladeof praise: “ Amen! Blessingand glory and wisdom
and thanksgivingand honor and power and might betoour God forever
and ever! Amen.” However, where the previous expressions of praise
werebrief, thisserviceof praise continuesfor it isthe climatic expression of
praise that has been long due our Creator, God and Lord. Having been
introduced witha*“ alleluia,” wefindit repeated three moretimes, each of
them adding emphasisto Hisworthinessfor Who Heisand what He has
done:

For trueand righteousar ehisjudgments:. for hehath judged
thegreat whore, which did corrupt theearth with her fornication,
and hath avenged theblood of hisservantsat her hand. And
again they said, Alleluia. And her smokeroseup for ever and
ever. And thefour and twenty eldersand thefour beastsfell
down and wor shipped God that sat on thethrone, saying, Amen;
Alleluia. And avoice came out of thethrone, saying, Praise
our God, all yehisservants, and yethat fear him, both small
and great. And | heard asit werethevoiceof agreat multitude,
and asthevoice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the L ord God omnipotent
reigneth.

Thefirst time, isthe praisefor thejudgment of “ thegreat whore,” dl
fd serdigion, which corrupted thewhol e earth and murdered the servants of
God. Then, thereisthecal for dl of creationto praisesHim. Findly, thereis
“thevoiceof agreat multitude, and asthevoiceof many waters, and
asthevoiceof mighty thunderings’ prasingHimfor being“theL ord
God omnipotent” and for asserting Hisreign over al of creation.

Aswe said at the beginning of thislesson, thewholeworship serviceis
so magnificent and heavenly that any further atempt to describeit isbeyond
thisteacher’sability.



