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God signaled atrangition time of great significancein thefirst verse of
Chapter nineteen by Hisuse of “ metatauta,” “and after thesethings.”
God aso, for thefirst and only timein the New Testament, used themajestic
Old Testament praise-word* Alleluia” to remind usof the specia relation-
shipwhich existsbetween Isradl of the Old Testament and the events of the
Tribulation Period aswel | asthose beingintroduced in Chapter nineteen.

For thirteen chapters we have studied the events of the Tribulation
Period, that seven-year period of time which hastwo purposes: 1) God
judging and punishing Hisenemies, and 2) God chastening and disciplining
Hischosen people, Isradl. Isradl had animportant roleintheTribulation
Period, but the church was not here on earth and, therefore, notinvolvedin
what was happening. Wehavenot seenit or read about it for thirteen chap-
tersbecause, beforethisTribulation Period of judgment and chastening
could begin, the Lord removed His body, the church, from the earth by
rapturingit upinto Hispresence.

However, in Chapter nineteen, the church reappears, but thistimeitis
not called“thechurch,” but rather “thebrideof Christ.” God presents
“themarriagesupper of theLamb,” anevent so anticipated and glorious
that itisimpossiblefor usto fully comprehend all that isconnected toit.
Thoughweareextremely limited in our inabilitiesto adequately understand
and appreciate the majesty of what isbefore us, God, who* declaresthe
endfromthebeginning ... thethingsthat arenot yet don€e’ (1sa46:10),
has given us some parabolic visual picturesto aid us. Aswe proceed to
examinethe magnificent eventsassociated with“ themarriagesupper of
theLamb” which God describesto us, we shall attempt toidentify these
pictures God hasgivento us. Particularly thosefound inthe Old Testament,
presented in the Jewish marriage customs.

Theinstructions God gaveto Isragl about how they wereto live often
contained prophetic significance, picturing thingsinthefuture. Asweread
about “ themarriagesupper of theLamb” wewill discover someof the
richsymbolism God built into the Jewish cusomsregarding marriagewhich
incorporated thefollowingingredients:

Thebetrothal: A betrothal wasarranged by the parentslong be-
foretheactual wedding. Itinvolved acontract ef-
fected by the payment of adowry or earnest pay-
ment made by the bride's parents. This contract
carried thelegd sgnificancethat fromthispoint for-
ward the bride and groom were legally bound to
each other and wereto remain chasteand faithful to
each other asif they weremarried.
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Thewedding and wedding supper: At the appointed time, the
groom, accompanied by hisfriends, would set forth
fromhishometo her hometocdamhisbride. Though
the datewould be set in advance, the preciseday or
time would not be known, thus, as the day ap-
proached, it was very important for the brideand
her friendsto prepare themsal vesand beever vigi-
lant and ready to greet thegroom. If thefriendsof
the bride were ready they would accompany the
bride to the wedding supper or feast whichwasa
sumptuous occasion, paid for by thefather of the
groom, and might last aslong asaweek or moreat
the home of the groom’ sfather.

Thesearethetwo primary eventspictured inthe Jewish marriage, which
include many specific detailsand are prophetic picturesof what isinthis
passage. Thereare many scriptura referenceswhich God setsbeforeusin
HisWord pertaining to these things, some of which we shdl point out aswe
go through the passage.

The participantsinthe events surrounding“ the mar riage supper of
theLamb” include:

(2) theheavenly host (verse 1),

(2) “theLamb,” whoisChrist and thefocusof theevents(verses
7,11,12,13),

(3) Lord God omnipotent, God the Father (vs. 6)
(3) thewifeof theLamb, thebride, theraptured church (verses7 & 8),

(4) andtheguestsor “ called ones” who are Old Testament believers
and martyred believerssaved during the Tribulation Period (verse9).

Thefirst x verses of Chapter nineteen contain asong of celebrationin
anticipation of thisgreat event and hasfour stanzas of praiseto the Lord,
eachindicated by theword“ Alleluia:”

Redemption vs. 1
Retribution wVv. 2-3
Relationships vs.4

Reign of Lord God Almighty ~ vv.5-6

“Let us be glad and regoice, and give honour to him: for the
marriage of the Lamb iscome” (vs. 7) correspondsto thetimeinthe
Jewishtradition when thetimefor thewedding feast hasarrived. Thiswould
indicatethat the betrothal has already taken place.
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The brideisthe church, the body of Christ, born at Pentecost, so we
must go to the New Testament to find thefulfillment of some aspectsof the
prophetic picture.

Though some identify the Old Testament saints, aswell asthe New
Testament church, asthe bride of Christ, thisview isincorrect. Thereare
many mgjor distinctionsthat be could noted, but wewill mentiononly afew:

1) Whilelsrael was often referred to in the Old Testament as God's
wife, it wasawaysto picture her unfaithfulnessand rej ection of Him
so that she could prostitute hersaf with other gods (Jer. 3:1,14,20;
Isa. 54:1-17; Eze. 16:1-59; Hosea 2:1-23).

2) Thechurchwasoftenreferredtointhe New Testament as*“thebride
of Christ” (2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-32).

3) lsrael goes through the Tribulation Period to experience God's
judgment and chastisement (Jer. 30:6).

4) Thechurchisraptured, caught up awvay from this earth to meet the
Lordintheair, beforethe Tribulation Period begins (2 Thess. 4:15-
17). Thechurchisnot appointed to go through thisday of God's
wrath (2 Thess. 5:9) because Christ has taken all of the charges
agang thebdiever and nalledthemtothecross(Cal. 2:14). Therefore
the believer isnot under any condemnation (Rom. 8:1-4) because
Christ hasfulfilled al of therequirementsof thelaw for us.

Moredistinctions could be made, but thisisnot the placeto study them.

When John istold to write “Blessed are they who are called to the
marriage supper of the Lamb” we have before us another beatitude, the
fourth of the seven great beatitudesfound in the Revelation of Jesus Christ
for thereader and participants.

“Themarriageof theL amb iscome, and hiswifehath madeher self
ready” tellsusthemoment for that which all of God'splans have pointed
hasnow arrived. Everythinginthehistory of our world has pointed towards
thismoment. Christ Jesus cameto redeem apeopleto beHisown. After
He ascended back up into heaven to Histhrone, He sent HisHoly Spirit to
liveinthosewho decided to givetheir livesto Him and to congtitute Hisnew
body, thechurch, with theseinwhomHedwells.

Whilethe membersof hisbody are here onthisearth each onewill have
been going through aprocess of preparation for thismoment. They would
have been cleansing themsalveswith “ thewater of HisWord” and learned
obedienceto Himin each and everything. When they sinned, they would
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have been reminded that He stood ready to cleanse them by His blood of
the contamination of that sin assoon asthey confessed it to Him (1 John 1:6-
9). Submitting to His Lordshipin making choicesinlife, they would have
learned to allow Him to work out Hiswill through them (Phi. 2:12-13).

When He caught them up to bewith Him, He passed them through the
firesof cleansing to burn away any and al thingsthat were not appropriate
for heaven (1 Cor. 3:13-15) and, though they were striving to sanctify
themselves (1 John 3:3) none of them becamefully what they desired to be.
Thus, what they were not ableto accomplish, He completesthe work of
sanctifying them and preparesthem to belike Him (Rom. 8:28-30; 1 John
3:2-3).

“And to her was granted that she should bearrayed in finelinen,
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”
Please note some particulars contained inthisverse.

“Toher wasgranted,” isaway of sayingthat our Lord hasgiven something
tous. Hehasgivento ustheprivilegeof “ dressing our selves properly
for Hispresence” Thisisfurther quaified by thelast wordsof the phrase,
“therighteousness of the saints,” which should read “ the righteous
actsof thesaints.” It smply meansthat our Lord givesustheopportunity,
whilewearehereon thisearth, to conform oursdvesto belike Him. Wedo
thisby studying HisWord to learn what pleases Him and then by choosing
to do thosethingswhich pleaseHim. Therefore, between thetimewebecome
Hisandthetime Heremovesusfromthislife, either by raptureor by death,
we can and should be preparing ourselvesto belike Him. Paul wroteof this:

“Yea doubtless, and | count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for
whom | have suffered thelossof all things, and do count them
but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not
having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which isthrough thefaith of Christ, the righteousnesswhich
isof God by faith: That I may know him, and the power of
his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being
made conformable unto his death; 1f by any means| might
attain unto theresurrection of thedead. Not asthough | had
already attained, either were already perfect: but | follow
after, if that | may apprehend that for which also | am
apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, | count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one thing | do, forgetting those
thingswhich arebehind, and reaching forth unto thosethings
which arebefore, | presstoward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
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For our conversation isin heaven; from whence also welook
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue
all thingsunto himself” (Philippians 3:8-14,20-21).

When He says, “And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they
which arecalled untothemarriagesupper of theL amb. And hesaith
untome, Thesearethetruesayingsof God” herefersto some guests
who “ are called unto the marriage supper of theLamb.” Theseare
likely the Old Testament saintswho have already been resurrected into the
presenceof theLordin heaven. Likdy included would dso bethoseconverted
to Christ Jesus during the Tribulation Period, who have been martyred and
resurrected into His presence.

“And | fell at hisfeet toworship him. And he said unto me, See
thou doit not: | am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have
the testimony of Jesus. worship God: for the testimony of Jesusis
thespirit of prophecy.” Johnisoverwhemed. Though hehaswitnessed a
number of awesome and majestic scenes in glory while receiving this
revelation, nothing comparesto this. Without thinking, hefallsat thefeet of
theangd who has been communi cating God' smessageto him. Itislikely the
biggest mistake heever made. Had hethought about it, henever would have
doneit. Theangel responded quickly and with urgency inhisvoice: “don’t
do that or we'll both bein trouble— you for worshipping me, and me
for allowing you to do so.”

Thisisoneof the strongest verificationsof thedeity of Jesus Christ that
can befoundinthe Scriptures. Notice carefully what theangd said,” wor ship
God: for thetestimony of Jesusisthespirit of prophecy.” Theangd,
who, of course, wasfully aware of the holiness of God, istelling Johnto
worship Jesus.

Jesus ChristisGod! Fully God! HeisGodintheflesh. HeisGodin
heaven! To bow down beforeanother, no matter whoitis, to beanidol ater!

Inour next lessonweshall focusall of our thoughtsupontheLord Jesus
Christ asHe makesHis appearance asKing of Kings.



