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Beforewe consider the mgjestic scenebeginninginverseeeven which
describesour Lord’ svictorious return, some mattersabout the Marriage
and Marriage Supper of the Lamb need to beclarified. Aswehaveseenin
considering the previous passage, our ability to comprehend the majestic
character of theseeventsisseverdy limited. First, thisisaheavenly event, a
scene, beyond anything known to man on this earth. God built into the
Jewish traditions of marriage some aspectsto assist usin our attemptsto
understand thisheavenly event. Second, aswe consider thisJewish tradition
we need to remember that our sinful natures haveimpaired our ability to
comprehend heavenly things.

Therewerethree phasesin the Jewish traditionsregarding marriage:

1) Thelegd consummation of themarriage by the parentsof the bride
and of thegroom, with the payment of adowry;

2) Thebridegroom suddenly comingtoclamhisbride;

3) Thewedding supper which was aseveral-day feast following the
bridegroom claminghisbride.

Thefirst phase above has been pictured in what God hasdone
in selecting, saving and adopting sinnersinto Hisfamily. Thisis
pictured in many places in the New Testament, most clearly in
Ephesians 1:3-14 and 5:25-32. In that phase notice that God
provided adowry, or earnest payment in the person of the Holy
Spirit, just aswasdoneinthe Jewish traditions.

The second phase has been pictured in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18 which describesour Lord, the Bridegroom, comingto clamHis
own and take Hisown, His Bride, back to heavenwith Him. Thus,
when we cometo the events of Revelation 19:1-10the Bride, the
New Testament church, hasbeen with Christin heavenfor at least
sevenyears, waiting for the marri age supper.

Thethird phase, theWedding Supper of theLamb, isdescribed,
beginning in Revelation 19:1-10, but thereismoreto it thanis
presented intheseverses. Whilethe marriage, phasetwo hastaken
placein heaven when the Lord received His Brideto bewith Him
there, the Wedding Supper takes place on the earth and is an
extended event that continuesinto theMillennial Kingdom.

Before theWedding Supper, the extended marriagefeast, which
includesthe Millennia Kingdom, can take placeontheearth, God
cleansesand preparesthe earth.

Revelation 19:11 And | saw
heaven opened, and behold a
whitehor se; and hethat sat upon
himwascalled Faithful and True,
and in righteousness he doth
judgeand makewar.

Revelation 19:12 Hiseyeswere
asaflameof fire, and on hishead
wer emany crowns; and hehad
a name written, that no man
knew, but he himself.

Revelation 19:13 And he was
clothed with avesturedippedin
blood: and his name is called
TheWord of God.

Revelation 19:14 And the
armies which were in heaven
followed him upon whitehor ses,
clothed in finelinen, whiteand
clean.

Revelation 19:15And out of his
mouth goeth asharp sword, that
with it he should smite the
nations. and heshall rulethem
with a rod of iron: and he
treadeth the winepress of the
fiercenessand wrath of AlImighty
God.

Revdation 19:16 And hehath on
his vesture and on his thigh a
namewritten, KING OF KINGS,
AND LORD OF LORDS.
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A portion of God'scleansing of the earthisaccomplished by His
awesomejudgmentswhich He poursout upon the earth such asthe
unprecedented earthquakethat total ly rearrangesthe topographica
features of the earth (Rev. 16:18-20). In anumber of placesinthe
Old Testament (Isaiah 24:1-4,13,18-21; 34.9; 35:1-10; 51:6) God
told about Hiswork of so preparingtheearthfor Hisuse. However,
tofurther preparetheearth for the Marriage Supper andtheMillennid
Kingdom, the Lord dso cleansesit of dl Hisenemies. Thepassage
inIsaiah 63:1-6, aong with many othersin the Old Testament such
asEzekiel 39:7-18, aso foretell thiscleansing work of the Lord.
Thiscleansing of theearthisnot completed until theeventsassociated
with theKing'svictoriousreturn, described later in Revelation 19,
takeplace. Whenitisdl done, theearthispreparedfor thisglorious
Wedding Feast whichwill |ast athousand years.

Having reviewed the events associated with the Marriage Supper of the
Lamb we are now ready to turn our attention to the majestic and glorious
return of theKing. Thedescriptionsof Him presented hereare quitedifferent
from theimagethat most people have of the personage of God the Son, but
aremoreaccurate in describing Hisholy person than the opinions of men
resulting fromHisfirst comingintothisworld.

Accordingtowhat God hastold us, God the Son had torestrain or hide
thefullnessof Hisglory and attributeswhen He camethefirst timeto offer
Himsalf asman’ssacrificia substituteto pay for man'ssins. Paul writesin
Philippians 2 that though Jesus Christ “ who being in theform (morphe:
very essence) of God ...and equal with God, made Himself of no
reputation (emptied Himself of Hisglory) and took upon Himself the
form (morphe: very essence) of a servant, and wasmadein thelikeness
(homoima: resemblance) of men. And being found in fashion
(schema: outward appearance) as a man, He humbled Himsalf ...”
(Phi. 2:6-8). Asaresult of Hissdlf-humiliation in order totake man’splace
as a substitutionary sacrifice upon the cross to pay for man’'s sin, the
personhood of God the Son was not appropriately appreci ated by most of
mankind. Most saw Him aswesk, because Herestrained Himself and did
not defend Himsdf. They a so saw Him asloving, but not judging, because
of Hisloving giving of Himsalf indeath for man. Most of mankind till does
not have any understanding of what Heredlly islike, but that changeswhen
Hecomesagain. The scenebefore us, which John beginsto describe, has
never beforebeen seen. It presentsthat to which everything that hashappened
inthisworld has been pointing and moving sincethe Garden of Eden. Itis
the presentation of God the Soninal of Hisholy glory and thefullnessof His
attributes.,

Philippians2:5 Let thismind be
in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus.

Philippians2:6 Who, beingin
theform of God, thought it not rob-
bery to be equa with God:

Philippians2:7 But made him-
sdf of noreputation, and took upon
him theform of aservant, and was
madeinthelikenessof men:

Philippians2:8Andbeingfound
infashionasaman, hehumbled him-
self, and became obedient unto
death, eventhedeath of the cross.

Philippians2:9 Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted him, and
given himanamewhichisabove
every name

Philippians 2:10 That at the
name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of thingsin heaven, and things
inearth, and thingsunder theearth;

Philippians2:11 Andthet every
tongue should confess that Jesus
ChristisLord, totheglory of God
the Father.
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And | saw heaven opened, and behold awhitehorse; and hethat
sat upon himwascalled Faithful and True, and in righteousnesshe
doth judgeand makewar.

John has seen heaven opened before, but never likethis. Previoudly,
when he saw heaven open, he saw glorious scenes with angels and the
raptured redeemed. Thistimethat whichisbeforehiseyesiswhat hasbeen
desired and anticipated by all of thosedown through the ages, even fromthe
time of Adam, who belongto theLord God. The millionsof men, women
and children, many of whom have been persecuted and martyred for their
faith and loyalty to Him, who down through the ageshave cried out for the
King of justice and righteousnessto reign supremeover thewicked followers
of Satan and the evil of thisworld havelooked forward to thistime, not
knowing when it would come, but absolutely confident that it would. Itis
now here.

Thistime, when heaven opens, he sees Jesus, God the Son, appearing
as He has never before appeared and little else. It isasif nothing else
matters— just Jesus.

Jesusissitting uponawhitehorse. Back, when Jesus opened thefirst of
the sealson thelittle book, thetitle deed of the earth, of chapter five, John
had seen animage on awhitehorse (Rev. 6:2). But that onewasapretender,
as Satan hasawayspresented himsdlf, asafase Christ. Theroleof that one
wasto bring atemporary peaceto the earth as he attempted to usurp the
roleof theowner of thisworld. He brought afal se peacewhich he, himself,
destroyed becauseit wasnot really peaceat al. He could not bring peace
because he wasthe very reason why there was no peace on thisearth.

Jesus, of course, isno pretender. Heisthe Creator and owner of this
world. He long ago determined what is right, issuing from His own
righteousness, and what iswrong, and Heiscoming toright al that iswrong
and evil. ThefirsttimeHecameintothisworld, Hecameto pay for man's
sinsof rebellion against Him. Now Heiscoming to judgeand punish those
who continueto rgject Him, refusing to accept Him astheir Lord and King.
John beginshisdescription of the One he saw with thefollowing words:

“...hethat sat upon him wascalled Faithful and True....”

Heis" ...called Faithful....” because Hel SFaithful ineverything He
says and does. Countless times over the centuries He has promised to
come. Even at the close of Hisfirst coming, when Hewas preparing to
ascend back into heaven, to take Hisrightful place upon Histhronein glory
besidesthethrone of God the Father, His disciples, even though they had
wakedwithHimfor threeyears, ftill had thisontheir mindsand sadto Him:
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“...Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own
power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth. And when he had spoken these
things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud
received him out of their sight. And while they looked
steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus,
which istaken up from you into heaven, shall so comein like
manner asye have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:6-11)

Through the angel He promised to come back. Through the prophet
Isaiah He promised to comein victory:

“Whoisthisthat cometh from Edom, with dyed garmentsfrom
Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparél, traveling in the
greatnessof hisstrength? | that speak in righteousness, mighty
tosave. Whereforeart thou redin thine apparel, and thy gar-
ments like him that treadeth in the wine vat? | have trodden
the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with
me: for | will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in
my fury; andtheir blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments,
and | will stain all my raiment. For the day of vengeanceis
in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. And |
looked, and there wasnoneto help; and | wondered that there
was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salva-
tion unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. And | will tread
down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my
fury, and | will bring down their strength totheearth.” (Isaiah
63:1-6)

Jesus promised to come again, and Hekeeps Hisword. Heisindeed
faithful to what He has promised to do. Infact, Hisfaithfulnessand the
believer’s dependenceupon Himisoneof the primary motivationsto those
who serveHim.

Onthenight before Hewas crucified, Hesaid toHisdisciples: “ And if
| go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive you
unto myself; that wherel am, thereye may be also.” (John 14:3)
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Often, when Paul, Peter, James and John wroteto thebelieversin the
various churches, they reminded them of the Lord’s promise to cometo
motivatethemto remain faithful because Jesusisfaithful:

“For what isour hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not
even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his
coming?’ (1 Thessalonians2:19. “Totheend hemay establish
your hearts unblamable in holiness before God, even our
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his
saints” (2 Thessalonians 3:13). “ And to you who aretroubled
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall berevealed from heaven
with hismighty angels’ (2 Thessalonians1:7). “ Now we beseech
you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by
our gathering together unto him” (2 Thessalonians 2:1). “I
chargethee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and
hiskingdom” (2 Timothy 4:1). “Be patient therefore, brethren,
unto thecoming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth
for the preciousfruit of the earth, and hath long patience for
it, until hereceivetheearly and latter rain. Beyealso patient;
establish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth
nigh” (James 5:7,8). “And now, little children, abidein him;
that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not
beashamed beforehim at hiscoming” (1 John 2:28). “Hewhich
testifieth thesethingssaith, Surely | comequickly. Amen. Even
so, come, Lord Jesus’ ( Revelation 22:20).

Not onlyistheL ord faithful, Heisalso" True.” All truthflowsfrom
Him and everything He saysisabsolutely true. Thisstatement appliesto
what He speaks verbally and what He instructs others to write. Asthe
prophet Isaiah said:

“Thevoice said, Cry. And he said, What shall | cry? All flesh
isgrass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the
field: The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the
spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the peopleis grass.
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our
God shall stand forever” (Isaiah 40:6-8).

Men may reproducethetrait of Satan and lie, but everything Jesus says
istotally and absolutely true. It alwayshashbeen. It awayswill be!



