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Joined with the concise descriptionin versefifteen of what isoften called | Revelation 19:17And | saw an
Armageddon, verses seventeen through twenty-onegiveusanoverview of | angel standinginthesun; and
Armageddon anditsresults. Consideringitsimportanceand all thatisin- | hecried with aloud voice,
volved, itsbrevity isastounding. Theawesomenessof what isdescribedis | sayingtoall thefowlsthat fly
surpassed only by what is described in the previous verses. Thereisno | inthemidst of heaven, Come
contest; Godisthe master of the understatement. What HetdlIsusinthese | and gather your selvestogether
few versesdescribeswhat has been anticipated by multitudesover thecen- | untothesupper of thegreat
turiesof mankind. Though the versesbefew, the subject of thisbrief pas- I God;
sage has saturated Scripture, beginning with thefirst book in God’'s Holy : .
Word, when God told Satan that “ the woman’s seed would bruise his | Sa?/t?]:tﬁghlgflk?; gia%g Thag
head” (Gen. 3:15) Hewas pronouncing His sentence of judgment upon His I flesh of captains anoi theflesh
adversary, Satan. Someform of thisimpending judgment or itsexecutionis | of mighty men, a’nd theflesh of
found in amost every succeeding book. Thesedetails, planted like seeds -
waiting to sprout unto maturity, aresown by God throughout HisHoly Word, I ? r? ;nsesér? 3?; ; ft lheghn (;fh ;tl Sr: ecr)]n
portending theawful certainty of Satan’sfinal destiny alongwiththosewho | both freeand bond, both smali
chooseto subjugatethemsalvesto hisrule. | and great.

Theclimaticfinaleismoreaccur ately described astheexecution | _ _

of asentence passed long ago r ather than afinal victory in awar. The | Révelation 19:19And | saw
judgment and execution of the criminal, Satan, has never beenin doubt. I thebeast, and thekingsof the
Satan, all along, hasknown the nature of his destiny, but hasstruggledto | earth, andther armies,
seduce and gain asmany followersaspossibleto sharein hisjudgment and | 9athered together to makewar
punishment. Armageddon, then, is God executing Hisjudgment upon Sa- | 29ainst him that sat on the

: ; ; POy | horse, and against hisarmy.
tanand hisfollowers. 1t will happen quickly andwith finality. | ’ :

Whilethispassagein Revel ation nineteen does not provideuswithmany | Revelation 19:20And the
specifics, many graphic andimportant detailsof thisclimatic finalearepro- | beast wastaken, and with him
vided by the prophets. Isaiah wrote of thisday: “ For, behold, the Lord | thefalseprophet that wrought
will come with fire and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render | miraclesbefor ehim, with which
his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire | hedeceived them that had
and by his sword will the Lord plead with all flesh: and the lain of , received themark of the beast,

the Lord shall be many” (Isa. 66:15-16). | and themthat wor shiped his

Ezekid 39tdlsusof God'sdestruction of Gogand Magog, at thebegin- | Image. Theseboth \_/verecas_t
ning of the Tribulation Period (Rev. 6:2-8) seven yearsprior totheevents | &/1veintoalakeof fireburning
of Revel ation nineteen. In describingwhat happensto alargebut limited | With brimstone.
number of peopleitisaprophetic picturing of what happenstoal of God's | Revelation 19:21 And the
enemieswhen Hecomesinvictory asportrayedin Revelationnineteen. In | emnant weredain with the
the Ezekiel passage, God offered afeast for thecarrion birdsand wild beasts | sword of him that sat upon the
smilar tothe one presented in Revelation nineteen: hor se, sword proceeded out of

“... Speak unto every feathered fowl, and to every beast of the | hismouth: and all thefowls
field, Assemble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves on | werefilled with their flesh.
every side to my sacrifice that | do sacrifice for you, even a |

great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye may eat |

flesh, and drink blood” (Ezekid 39:17).
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Jeremiahtellsus“ And thecarcasses of thispeopleshall be meat I Revelation 19:17And | saw an
for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth; |, angel standinginthesun; and
and none shall frighten them away” (Jer. 7:33). “They shall | hecried with aloud voice,
die of grievous deaths; they shall not be lamented; neither | sayingtoall thefowlsthat fly
shall they be buried; but they shall be as dung upon the face | inthemidst of heaven, Come
of the earth: and they shall be consumed by the sword, and by | and gather your selvestogether
famine; and their carcasses shall be meat for the fowls of | untothesupper of thegreat
heaven, and for the beasts of the earth” (Jer. 16:4). “And | | God;
will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this | :

) . .. | Revelation 19:18 That ye may
place; and | will cause them to fall by the sword before their :

. S | eat theflesh of kings, and the
enemies, and by the hands of them that seek their lives: and flesh of captai dtheflesh
their carcasses will | give to be meat for the fowls of the | Of captains, and the

heaven, and for the beasts of the earth” (Jer. 19:7). | of mighty men, and theflgsh of
] ) | horses, and of them that sit on
The Minor Prophets seem to contain the greatest abundance of pro- | them and theflesh of all men,

phetic detailspointing toward our Lord'sgreat victory. Asanexample, We | oth freeand bond, both small
select two passages, onefrom Joel and onefrom Zechariah.

“Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of
Jehoshaphat: for therewill | sittojudgeall theheathen round
about. Put yein the sickle, for the harvest isripe: come, get
you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their
wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of
decision: for the day of the Lord isnear in the valley of deci- |
sion. The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars |

| and great.

| Revelation 19:19ANnd | saw

| thebeast, and thekingsof the
| earth, and their armies,

| gathered together to makewar
against him that sat onthe

hor se, and against hisar my.

shall withdraw their shining” (Joel 3:12-15). | Revelation 19:20And the
Zechariah presents gruesome detailsof what happenswhen our Lord | beast wastaken, and with him
executes His sentence of condemnation upon Satan and hisfollowers: | thefalseprophet that wrought

miraclesbeforehim, with which
hedeceived them that had
received themark of thebeast,

“Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those na- |
tions, as when he fought in the day of battle. And his feet |
shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is | : :
before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall | gnd them that wor shiped his
cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the | |r|r_1ag¢. Thefe bot?f\_/verecas_t
west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the | allveln'toa akeof fireburning
mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it to- | with brimstone.

ward the south. And ye shall flee to the valley of the moun- | Revelation 19:21 And the
tains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: | remnant weredain with the
yea, ye shall fleg, likeasyefled from beforethe earthquakein | sword of himthat sat upon the
the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the Lord my God shall | hor se, sword proceeded out of
come, and all the saints with thee. And it shall come to pass | hismouth: and all thefowls

in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: But it | werefilled with their flesh.
shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord, not day, |

nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it |
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shall be light. And it shall bein that day, that living waters | Revelation 19:17And | saw an
shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former | @ngél standingin thesun; and
sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and | hecried with aloud voice,

in winter shall it be. And the Lord shall be king over all the | Sayingtoall thefowlsthat fly
earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one. | inthemidst of heaven, Come
All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon | and gather your selvestogether
south of Jerusalem: and it shall belifted up, and inhabited in | untothesupper of thegreat
her place, from Benjamin’s gate unto the place of the first | God;

gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel | Revelation 19:18 That ye may
unto the king's winepresses. And men shall dwell init, and | g5t the flesh of kings, and the
there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall | flesh of captains, and theflesh

be safely inhabited. And this shall be the plague wherewith | of mighty men, and theflesh of
the Lord will smite all the people that have fought against | horses. and of them that sit on

Jerusalem: Their flesh shall consume away whilethey stand | them and theflesh of all men,
upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their | poth freeand bond, both small
holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth” | and great.

(Zechariah 14:3-12). |

Note, wearetold, in Rev. 19:15, that when the Lord comes, “ out of I Ewslezt;ton 13:35 Akqd : %lfV\;h
Hismouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should smitethena- € , anad thekingsor the
C ) . | earth, and their armies,
tions.” Inthedetailsare not presented this passage of what actually hap- | gathered toaether t K
pensto Hisenemieswhen Hesmitesthemwith His" sharp sword.” Rether, | ga 'erst hi Ogth ter to m?hewar
descriptive details of the horrific fatewhich befallsthosewhom our Lord | 2921 T E&t S52 O TeE

hor se, and against hisar my.

executesat Hiscoming aregiventousin bitsand piecesin other places. |

In Zec. 14:12, we are told about “ a plague’ that God“ smitesall of | Revelation 19:20And the
the peoplewith.” ThisHebrew word for “ plague’ dwaysdenotes® some- | beast wastaken, and with him
thing disastrousand fatal.” God used thisword in Deuteronomy twenty | thefalseprophet that wrought
-eight when Hettold the I sraglitesthat hewould strike thosewho rebelled | Miraclesbeforehim, with which
against Him with “ a botch” or sorethat covered their entire bodiesand | hedeceived them that had
could not behealed (Dev. 28:35). IntheBowl Judgments(Rev. 16:2), this | "eceived themark of the beast,
prophesy wasfulfilled when thefirst angel poured out the contents of his | gnd them that wor shiped his
bow! upon the enemies of God. Even though that judgment was awful, it | image. Theseboth were cast
wasnot nearly as horrendous aswhat is described in Zec. 14:12. Perhaps | a@liveintoalakeof fireburning
the only other judgment found in God'sWord that even comescloseto the | With brimstone.
horror of what we read in Zec. 14:12 iswhat happened to the pompous | Revelation 19:21 And the
Herod aswormsbegan toeathlsflesh even while he stood speaking arro- | remnant weredain with the
gant and blasphemouswords against God (Acts 12:23). sword of himthat sat upon the

However, the last phrase of Zechariah 14:12 describes such agrue- | hor se, sword proceeded out of
some, lurid, and macabre scenethat itisdifficult toimagineit. That may be | hismouth: and all thefowls
onereason why God does not use many wordsto describeit. PerhapsHe | werefilled with their flesh.
wantsusto recognizethat Hisexecution of Hisenemiesat Armageddonis |
so horrific that it cannot be compared to anything that man hasknown or |

imagined.
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Hisactions are simple— He opens Hismouth and issuesforth acon- | Revelation 19:17And | saw an
suming power that accomplishesHispurpose of devastating and annihilating | angel standingin thesun; and
Hisfoolish enemieswithout theaid of anyoneor anythingelse. Nowespons | hecried with aloud voice,
areneeded. Hedoes not even usetheforcesof naturewhich arecertainly a | sayingtoall thefowlsthat fly
Hisbeck and call. Thosewho have so haughtily scoffed at the Scriptural | in themidst of heaven, Come
accounts of the creative power of theWord that flowsfrom Hismouthwill | and gather your selvestogether
experiencethefullness of that power expressed inaconsuming fury of judg- | untothesupper of thegreat
ment that destroystheir audacioudly arrogant existence. | God;

Theonly thing left isthe disposal of the putrefying flesh and bones of I Revelation 19:18 That ye may
those who have been so arrogantly foolish asto reject Hisgrace and think | eat theflesh of kings, and the
that they could somehow successfully opposeHim. ToridHisabused earth | f|esh of captains, and theflesh
of the carnage | eft behind after Hisactions of judgment, Hesimply hasan | of mighty men, and theflesh of
angel summonthefowlsof theair and, asthemillionsof birdsflytothefeest, | horses and of them that sit on
they block out the light from the sun and constitute an indescribably grue- | them, and theflesh of all men,
Some scenet | both freeand bond, both small

And | saw an angel standing in thesun; and hecried with a | and great.

loud voice, sayingtoall thefowlsthat fly inthemidst of heaven, | Revelation 19:19And | saw
Comeand gather your selvestogether untothesupper of the | thebeast, and the kingsof the
great God; That yemay eat theflesh of kings, and theflesh | earth,an(’jtheir armies,

of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of

hor ses, and of them that sit on them, and theflesh of all men, I gg’:;r(]erste(rj]itr?]gtitgtersétoorrr:?ﬁgwar
both freeand bond, both small and great. horse, and against hisarmy.

Then John, looking back to set the scene, tell sof thefoolishnessof those | _
who had risen to power, perhapsonly shortly before, intoxicatedwith their | Revelation 19:20And the
own senseof importance, disillusioned by their own sense of power, gather- I beast wastaken, and with him
ing themselves against theAlmighty King of Kingsand Lord of Lords. Itis, [€élseprophet that wrought
like seeing bugs drawn to alight to be electrocuted. It isthe epitomeof | Mir&clesbeforehim, with which
foolishness— evil men blinded by their own delusions— men helplessto | e decelved them that had
resist their own lustful passionstowhich they havelong since surrendered | " €0&ved the mark of the beast,
themselves— their insatiable passion for power, importance and athority | 21 themthat wor shiped his
over God Himseif, but they come asbidden by God Himsalf for Helong ago | 'Made: These both were cast
said: “1 will gather all nationsagainst Jerusalem to battle” (Zechariah | @liveintoalakeof fireburning
14:2). Hesummonsand they obey Him because He has so determined that | With brimsione.

they cometo their own execution. | Revelation 19:21And the
And | saw thebeast, and thekingsof theearth, and their remnant weredain with the
armies, gather ed together to makewar against himthat sat | sword of himthat sat upon the
on thehor se, and against hisarmy. | horse, sword proceeded out of

Thefinaleisupon them. They are done— defeated, destroyed, never | Nismouth: and all thefowls
again to exercisetheir foolish haughtinessagainst the King of Kings! The | Werefilledwiththerr flesn.
only thing that awaitsthemistheir eterna destiny, their assignment to the |
placeof sufferingand anguish which God long ago prepared for thedevil and |
hisangels(Matt. 25:41).



