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Revelation 19:20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false | Revelation 19:17And | saw an

prophet that wrought miracles beforehim, with which hedeceived | angdl standingin thesun; and
them that had received themark of thebeast, and them that wor shiped | hecried with aloud voice,

hisimage. Theseboth werecast aliveintoalakeof fireburningwith | sayingtoall thefowlsthat fly
brimstone. | inthemidst of heaven, Come

If thethings presented in theimmediiately proceeding versesweregrue- | @nd gather yourselvestogether
someandfrightening tothasewho don' t belong tothe K ing of Kings, what | untqthesupper of thegreat
wereadinthisverseiseven moreso. | God;

Let ustake note of the specificswhich are before usin verse twenty, I Revelation 19:18 That ye may
and, aswe do, we need to emphasize that each thing that God tellsusin | €at theflesh of kings, and the
versetwenty isreal, even asthat which precedesitisreal. Wehave (1) the | flesh of captains, and theflesh
beast and fal se prophet being taken or seized; (2) the beast and falseprophet | of mighty men, and theflesh of
being cast aliveinto alake of fireburningwith brimstone. Whilewehave | hor ses, and of them that sit on
seen the beast and fal se prophet before, theintroduction of alakeof fire | them, and theflesh of all men,
burning with brimstoneisnew. Somehandlethesethingsby rejectingthem | both freeand bond, both small
asbeing real and then symbolizethem away. None of what weread here | and great.
should be.syn)bolized away and, ifc.)nedoe.s,.itisdoneat great peril tothe | Revelation 19:19And | saw
person doing it and putsthat person in aposition of great danger. | thebeast, and thekings of the

First,thebeastisreal. Whilesymbolic descriptionsareusedto present | earth, and their armies,
him, suchaswhat wereadin Chapter thirteen, itisonly becausehe, areal | gathered together to makewar
person, isso fantastically awful and demonic that normal descriptionsare | against him that sat on the
inadequateto picture hisreality. When this person, about whom we have | hor se, and against hisarmy.
studied extensvely aswehave gonethroughthisReve ation of JesusChrid,
appeared on the scene at the mid-point of the Tribulation Period asthe
beast, hewasgiven all of the power of Satan so that he might be Satan’s
alter-ego on this earth. He first appeared, not as a beast, but as a
pseudo-Savior in Chapter sixridingawhitehor seashebrought afalse )
peaceto this earth for avery short timeand even dared to pretendtobea | he deceived them that had
representative of God and afriend of God'schosen people, the Jews. Even | " 6ceived themark of the beast,
then hewas nothing other than anti-Chriss, but hisreal and demonic nature | 21d themthat wor shiped his
was hot fully seen until the passagein Chapter thirteen.

image. These both wer e cast
. . . aliveintoalakeof fireburning
Review some of what we learned in Chapter thirteen about the beast | with brimstone.
sinceit wastherethat histrue nature was uncovered and became public.

First, “the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great au- I Revelation 19:21 And the
thority.” Of course, thedragon, Satan, had great power asthat fallen | remnant wereslain with the
archangel L ucifer, so, when he gave the beast hispower and hisseat from | sword of himthat sat upon the
which toruleover men and hisangelic authority, it greatly empowered the | hor se, sword proceeded out of
beast to beableto do supernatura things. EvenasLucifer'ssenseof entitle- | hismouth: and all thefowls
ment and hisdriveto e evate himself to aposition of equality with hisCreator | werefilled with their flesh.
prompted himto takeinsanely misguided actionsin hisrebelion, alikepat- |

tern of foolish actionsisreproduced by thebeast. I

| Revelation 19:20And the

| beast wastaken, and with him

| thefalseprophet that wrought
miraclesbeforehim, with which
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Second, he attempted to show that he has power over lifeand desth so I Revelation 19:17And | saw an
that hecould mobilizeand energizehisgrowing following of worshippershy | @19€! standingin thesun; and
producing the hallucination of hisown death and resurrection: “ And | saw | hecried withaloud voice,
one of his heads asit were wounded to death; and his deadly wound | Sayingtoall thefowlsthat fly
was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast” (Rev. 13:3). | In themidst of heaven, Come
Histrick worked —“ And they wor shiped the dragon which gave power | @nd gather your selvestogether
unto the beast: and they worshiped the beast, saying, Who is like | untothesupper of thegreat
unto the beast?” who is able to make war with him?” (Rev. 13:4). | God;

Duringthelast haf of the Tribulation Period thebeast becomestheobject | Rayaation 19:18 That yemay
of worship of multitudesof people. In effect, for abrief period of time, he | eat theflesh of kings, and the

becomestheir god. To achievethis, the beast enliststhe help of another | flesh of captains, and theflesh
person who takesontheroleof thefalse prophet. | of mighty men, and theflesh of

Second, thefalse prophetisreal. Heisaperson of areligiousposi- | horses, and of them that sit on

tion and identity who arisesout of Palestine. Notewhat wehavelearned: | them, and theflesh of all men,
_ | both freeand bond, both small
“And | beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and | 544 great.

he had two hornslike alamb, and he spake asa dragon. And | _

he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and | Révelation 19:19And | saw
causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship | thebeast, and thekingsof the
thefirst beast, whose deadly wound was healed. And he doeth | earth, and their armies,

great wonders, so that he maketh fire comedown from heaven | 9athered together to makewar
on the earth in the sight of men, And deceiveth them that | @gainst himthat sat onthe
dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he ; horse and against hisarmy.
had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that | Reyelation 19:20And the
dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the | peast wastaken, and with him
beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. And he | tnefalseprophet that wrought
had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the | i aclesbeforehim, with which
image of the beast should both speak, and causethat asmany | hedeceived them that had
aswould not worship theimage of the beast should bekilled. |  ecaived the mark of the beast
And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free ' and them that wor shiped his
and bond, to recelve a mark in their right hand, or in their image. These both wer e cast
foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save hethat | jjveintoalakeof fireburning
had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his | with brimstone.

name’ (Rev. 13:11-17). | _
Thebeast andthefalse prophet, adong with Satan, form an unholy | Revelation 19'21.An0.l the
remnant weredainwith the

trinity, apseudo substitute of our Holy Trinitarian God, to givethosewho | d of him that sat h
reject God'smanifestation of Himsalf, what is customized to satisfy their | ﬁ"’or o ”g a 2d:gon ‘]f
perverted desires. From thetimeof the Garden of Eden Satan hasappealed | hprse, sv\;]c?r Zr;T - O:Jto
tothe sensuousnature of manto stimulatehimintotryingtofulfill hisillogical | 'sm]?.lljli.d ar_1h ht' eﬂgﬁs
driveto make himself the center of hisuniverse. Just asEvemadehersalf | W& €1ITEdWith their tiesn.
vulnerableto Satan’ stemptationswhen shebegan to respond to the stimula- :

tionsof her senses, acting according to her feglings, rather than being guided
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by thethought processesof her mind, men have becomeincreasingly vulner- | Revelation 19:17And | saw an
ableto the seductions of Satan by following her pattern. Thatiswhy the | @19l standingin thesun; and
magical illusions offered by the false prophet through“ miracles’ isso | hecried with aloud voice,
successful. Only when the appetites of men have been cultivated to be | sayingtoall thefowlsthat fly
stimul ated by the sensational and dramatic, no matter how bizarre, suchasa | 1N themidst of heaven, Come
statue speaking and acting aive (13:15), can men beledinto suchillogical | and gather your selvestogether
activitiesas choosingtoworship and servesuchillusionary objects. | untothesupper of thegreat

Theroleof thefalse prophet isto takethat which haslong beenlong | God;
relegated to the world of fantasy and make believe and bring it into the | Revelation 19:18 That ye may
accepted religiouslivesof millions. Thisisachieved over aperiod of timeby | eat the flesh of kings, and the
fertilizing an appetitefor the dramatic and sensational designed to appedl to | flesh of captains, and theflesh
thesensual natureof men and feed their desiresto makethemfed goodand | of mighty men, and theflesh of
experiencepleasure. That thisishappeninginour day iseasy to seewhen | horses, and of them that sit on
masses of people crowd meeting places, called churches, to beentertained | them, and theflesh of all men,
and stimulated to fed good and to experience excitement and pleasure. What | both freeand bond, both smalll
ishappeningissmply a“tilling of theground” to preparemultitudesof people | and great.
to r&spondtothesensﬂlonal_ andH_Iuspnaryofferlngsof Satanw_lththe!r | Revelation 19:19And | saw
sensua naturerather than with their minds. If menwereto exercisetheir | thebeast and the kinas of the
mindsand think they would redizethat it isfutileandillogical tofight against | earth an(’jtheir armi&%
God, knowing that He can easily defeat and destroy them. Only by stimul at- | athe;redto ether to m:akewar
ing aresponse based upon their deceived and perverted feelingsisit pos- | g aint himgthat <t on the
siblefor Satan and his henchmen, the beast and fal se prophet, to seduce | hgrse and against hisar my
millionsof peopleto attempt theillogical, utterly foolishand suicidal act of | ’ '
rushing totheir own execution a thehand of God. That thisistheultimate | Revelation 19:20And the
result of the use of thistacticisclearly indicated in Revelation 16:13-14: | beast wastaken, and with him
“And | saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of | thefalseprophet that wrought
the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth | miraclesbeforehim, with which
of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working | he deceived them that had
miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of thewhole | received the mark of the beast,
world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” | and them that wor shiped his
Thus, itisthat the beast and fal se prophet have, beyond any doubt, earned | image. These both wer e cast
that which isimposed upon them by our just and righteous God. | aliveintoalakeof fireburning

Theseizing, or taking, of thebeast and thefalseprophetisreal. | Withbrimstone.
Precisely how this happens, whether the King of Kingssimply reaches | revelation 19:21 And the
down and snatches them or sends an angel to do Hisbidding, wearenot | remnant weredain with the

told. It really doesn't matter — they arefor cibly seized and dispatched ! sword of him that sat upon the
totheir deserved destiny —cast aliveintoalakeof fireburning with | horse, sword proceeded out of

fireand brimstone! | hismouth: and all thefowls

Thelakeof fireburningwith brimstoneisreal! Theintroductionof | werefilledwiththeir flesh.
thislake of fireburning with brimstone demandsthat we spend some |
effort to understand what isbeforeus. |
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Almost sincethetimetheHoly Scriptures have been availablemen have | Revelation 19:17And | saw an
tried to deny, spiritualize or symbolize away theexistenceof alakeof fire | @19 standingin thesun; and
burningwith brimstone. Unbelievershavescoffed at the* scientificpos- | Necried with aloud voice,
sibility” of theexistenceof suchaplace. “Christians’ of variouspositions | Sayingtoall thefowlsthat fly
have tried to explain it away. In away, the reason for such attemptsis | N themidst of heaven, Come
understandable. Theexistenceof suchaplace, anditsdestiny, isfrightening | and gather your selvestogether
beyond descriptionfor thosein danger of being sent thereby aHoly God for | untothesupper of thegreat
an eternity of suffering. 1t haslong been theroute some havetakento deny | God;
aterr.iblyunplea&.nt reality, but.itisfutil'e. Not onIydoestheWorgI qf God | Revelation 19:18 That ye may
prowde_asubstmjud amount oflr_lformathn apoutsgch aplace, butlt_lsdso | eat theflesh of kings, and the
mterestmgthatsue_nce, themorelnformatlon|tach|r$aboutour universe, | flesh of captains, and theflesh
seemstoeverj prowde.some.suppo.rt. 8ncewesha|l confront the subject of | of mighty men, and theflesh of
thelakeofflret_)urnlpgwnh br|mst_oneagal_nwhen_w_estudyChapter | horses, and of them that sit on
twenty, weshdl smply introduce someinformation at thistime. | them, and theflesh of all men,

Consider someof what isfound in the Bible. TheBibleindicates | both freeand bond, both small
that there aretemporary holding places God hasdesigned, both for thedead ; @nd great.
andforespecidlywic_:kedder_nonsorfai_lenawgels Theword" hell,” asitis | Revelation 19:19And | saw
used_mostfrequent!y|nt_heBlblesomet|m$referstooneof the&_temporaly | thebeast, and thekings of the
holdmgplaoesaqd|svar|ous|ycdledortranslatedfromthefollomngwords | earth, and their armies,

(1) Hades, (2) Tartarus, _(3)Abadon, (4) Thedeep. Wewill pursuea | gathered together to makewar
more thorough understanding of thesgwordsvyhen wgcometo Revelatl_on | againgt him that sat on the
20:11-15 and study about all of thewicked being castintothelakeof fire | hor se, and against hisarmy.
burningwith brimstone. Distinguished from theword Hades, atempo-

rary holding place of the dead, Jesus used theword Gehenna to describe | Revelation 19:20And the

the placewhich had been prepared beforetime asthefinal detination for | beast wastaken, and with him
the devil and those who choose to become hisfollowers (Matt. 25:41). | thefalseprophet that wrought
Jesussaid that itsfirewas everlasting, eternal . Jesusalso used thiswordin | Miraclesbeforehim, with which
Mark 9:43-48 and, in addition to telling usthat it isaplacewhere* thefire | hedeceived them that had
shall not be quenched,” Heaso said the“ wormsdieth not.” Thisplace | "ecelved themark of the beast,
for thewicked of an“ everlastingfire” isasofurther describedin Judewhich | and them that worshiped his
spesksof the destiny of fallen angelsbeing confined “ in everlasting chains | image. These both wer e cast

under darknessthat isforever” (Jude 6-13). | aliveintoalakeof fireburning
o _ _ _ | with brimstone.
Assmilating thisbrief bit of information weknow thisabout thiseterna

placeof punishment: I Revelation 19:21 And the
. | remnant weredain with the
(1) Itiseterna, forever. sword of him that sat upon the
(2) Itisaplaceof firethat cannot be quenched. | horse, sword proceeded out of
hismouth: and all thefowls
(3) Itisaplaceof wormsthat donot die. I werefilled with thair flesh.

(4) Itisaplaceof everlasting darkness. :

(5) Itisaplacefromwhichthereisnorelief or release.
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To thosewho question how aperson could have abody that would burn I Revelation 19:17And | saw an
forever and not be consumed, we point toJohn 5:28-29whereit tellsusthat | 219€ standingin thesun; and
all men, both good and evil, shall beresurrected. “ Marvel not at this: for | Necried with aloud voice,
the hour is coming, in thewhich all that arein the graves shall hear | S&ingtoall thefowlsthat fly
hisvoice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the | In themidst of heaven, Come

resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrec- | @nd gather your selvestogether
tion of damnation.” | untothesupper of thegreat

Thosewho havedonegood, that ishave giventher livesto Jesus, will | God,

beresurrected with bodies prepared to enjoy being with Jesusand will never | Revelation 19:18 That ye may
again experienceany pain or suffering. Thosewho havedoneevil, thatis, | eat theflesh of kings, and the
haverefused totrust Jesusastheir Lord and Savior, will beresurrected with | flesh of captains, and theflesh
bodies designed to experience the very opposite of those who areresur- | of mighty men, and theflesh of
rected to bewith Jesus. They will begiven bodiesdesigned to experience | hor ses, and of them that sit on
pain and sufferingtoitsfullest extent forever and ever. Theywill havebodies | them, and theflesh of all men,
that cannot be burned up or annihilated. | both freeand bond, both small

Whenthebeast and false prophet ar e seized, they arethen instantly I and great.
given bodiesdesigned to experiencethefullest pain and sufferingforever in | Revelation 19:19ANnd | saw
thelakeof firethat burnswith brimstonewheretheir wormsnever | the peast, and the kings of the
dieandin a darkness where nothing can be seen. They deservewhat | egrth, and their armies,
they get, though, being men, sinful menfor whom Christ died, they could | gathered together to makewar
have madethe choicesthat would have resulted in being forgiven, converted, | against him that sat on the
and being borninto God'sfamily by the grace of God because Jesusdied for | hor se, and against hisar my.
themjust like He did for all other sinners. However, they get what they | _
choseto get and they certainly deserveit. Itisfittingtonotethat they will go | Revelation 19:20And the

to aplace prepared for the devil, but they will be there athousand years | Peast wastaken, and with him
before he armives, | thefalseprophet that wrought

For thosewho sooff becausethey think thet such aplaceisscientifically | ?é;ﬁjvgfggmﬁg'ﬁwhm

impossible, weclosethislesson with acoupleof pointsthat areknown by | received the mark of the beast
most scientists. Fir st, most scientistswould agree that the moleculeswhich | and them that wor shiped his ’
arethebuilding blocks of thevarious d ementsknown to man never ceaseto | image. These both wer e cast
exist, they just changeform and structure. Solidsaretransformedinto gases, | alivgiﬁtoalakeof fireburnin
or liquids, or energy, etc. Second, most scientistsare aware of what they with brimstone g
havecalled“ablack hole’ intheuniverse. Though such aplace cannot be | '

seen, itsexistenceis commonly accepted and it isthought that the power of I Revelation 19:21 And the
thegravity in such aplaceisof such strength that light cannot escapeandbe | remnant weredain with the
seen though most scientists seem to think that it containsearthly bodies, | sword of him that sat upon the
similar tostars, that burn continuously and seemto havean endlesssourceof | hor se, sword proceeded out of
energy. | hismouth: and all thefowls

For those of usfor whom theWord of God is our source of authority | Werefilled with their flesh.
and truth, we may not need the support of science, but it isinteresting to |
know alittleof what the scientistshavelearned and cannot fully explain.



