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| Revelation 19:21 And the

remnant wereslain with the
1) All of those who have followed the beast and the false | sword of him that sat upon the

prophet in their rebellion against the King of Kingsare | horse, which sword proceeded
Killed. They aredone, finished! No morewill theybeseenon | oyt of hismouth: and all the
thisearth. Thenext timeweread about them will be after 1,000 | fowlswer efilled with their
years have passed when they are summoned by the King of | flesh.

Kingsand Lord of L ords,who cameto this earth offering |

Himself astheir Savior.

Thelast verse of Chapter nineteenisasummary of the preceding events
toemphas zethreethings.

Whilethey rejected His invitation to come unto Him and be
forgiven of dl of their sinsby accepting Him astheir Lord, they
could not reject Hissummonsto cometo their own execution.
He" gathered them” from the four corners of the earth, He |
commanded them to come and they werenot abletorgject His |
command even though they had rgjected Hisinvitation. Thereis |
yet one more command which they will haveto obey and will |
obey. Itisrevealedin Philippians2:10-11 and tellsuswhat will |
take placewhen they stand before God, Whois God the Son, |
Jesus Christ at the® great whitethrone:” |

“That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of |
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under |
theearth; Andthat every tongue should confessthat Jesus |
ChristisLord, to the glory of God the Father.” |

Whenthey hear thenameof Jesus, Whowill besitting onthat :
throne, thistimethey will thendo ascommanded. What ashame. |
To bow beforeHim at thistimewill dothemnogoodat al. It |
will smply betheir only act of obediencetotheOneWhomthey |
could havewillingly chosento obey astheir Lord had they any |
senseat al. They will obey. They will bend their kneestothe |
ground inrecognition of Who Heisand out of their mouthswill |
findly comethe confession of truth they could havewillingly ut- |
tered long before. Had they done sowillingly wheninvitedto, |
they would not bedoing it under compulsion at thistime, for this |
timeitwill dothemnogoodat dl. 1t will beat |ast their recog-

nition of what hasbeen and alwaysistrueand their last act and |
expression beforebeing cast intothelakeof firethat burns |
with brimstonewhichthey havechosenand towhichthey must |
now go becausethey would not choose to spend eternity inthe |
presence of the Kingof Kings. I
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2) Alone, without any assistancefrom Hisangelsor anyone : Revelation 19:21 And the
else, the King of Kingsslew each and every person who | remnant weredain with the
rebelled against Him. AndHediditwithonly thepower that | sword of him that sat upon the
flowed from Hismouth when He opened it and extended His | hor se, which sword proceeded
tongue, that “ sharp sword,” thesameinstrument Heused to | out of hismouth: and all the
express Hiscreative power when He created thisworldand al | fowlswer efilled with their
thatisinit. | flesh.

Itisthe same power which He expressed when Hedictated His |
Holy Word to His scribeswho penned the Bibleasso succinctly |
and accurately described in Hebrews 4:12: “ For theword of |
God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two- |
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul |
and spirit, and of thejointsand marrow, and isa discerner |
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Of course, the |
King of Kingsneedsno other weaponsto accomplish the ex- :
ecution of Hisenemies. |

That very same power had expressed the most amazing ex- |
ampleof God's sovereign authority when Heused it toinvite |
sinnersto cometo Him and be converted from being Hisen- |
emiesinto becoming Hischildren and thusgiving them anature |
like unto Hisown. Lest there be specul ators, espousing widely
imaginativeideas about various weaponswhich the King of
Kingswould have used to winwhat they called a war, it ap- |
pearsthat our Lord wantsto emphasizethat they areall wrong |
— He needs nothing other than His tongue to carry out His |
judgment on Hisenemies— Henever hasand never will! |

3) Theflesh, thephysical bodiesthat so many of thosewho |
regjected Him, seemed to hold in such high esteem, ended
up beingbird food. Godisthemaster of irony. What amounts |
amost to aworship of the human body by thosewho will not |
worship the Creator of those very same bodies, intheend, |
amountstothegreatest futility of adl things. Thosebodieshave |
been conditioned in gyms, pampered by personal coaches, |
adored as objectsof sexua gratification, and adorned with the |
most expensveof materialsknown to manand, yet, they end up |
just beingfood for thefowlsof theair. Intheend, that’sal they |
aregoodfor. Having describedit previoudy in19:17 Godtells I
us onemoretimewhat happensto that which hasbeen soim- I
portant to godlessmankind. Wecannot missHisemphasis. Itis
afitting end to thosewho have chosen to worship something so |
tempora and of nolasting vaue!
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|
Aswemoveinto Chapter twenty, it isexpedient for usto pausefor an |

overview of what isbeforeus.

Revelation 20:1 And | saw an
angel comedown from heaven,
havingthekey of the

First, this Chapter presentsthe justice and righteousness, the | bottomlesspit and a great
basis of peace and joy which has been so deeply desired by God’s | chainin hishand.
children down through time, ever snceCain dew Abd. Fromthat time
forward, Satan, and hisfollowers have abused, tormented, persecuted and |
murdered God'schildren. Thecry of God'schildrenin Hisearshasbeen | -9k '
relentlessand intense, oftenimpatiently wonderingif atimeof justicewould | S&"Pent, whichistheDevil, and
ever come. God, in Hisowntimeandin Hisown way, hasanswered. What | St&n, and bound hima
Hetold usin Chapter nineteen, joined with what Hetells usin Chapter | thousand years,
twenty, briefly describes God answering thepleaof Hischildren and assert- | Revelation 20:3And cast him
ing Hisauthority over all of creation, punishing and destroyingthewicked | into thebottomlesspit, and
and activating Hisrighteousruleover al things. Itisatimeof peaceand | shut him up, and set a seal
unprecedented joy for dl of God'schildren. Enjoy reading and discovering | upon him, that heshould
what Godtellsus. | deceivethenationsnomore,
e | till thethousand yearsshould
| befulfilled: and after that he
must beloosed a little season.

Revelation 20:2And helaid
hold on thedragon, that old

Second, noticetherepetitive use of theword and to begin ver
after verse. Beginningwiththefirst verse of Chapter nineteen and continu-
ing through Chapter twenty, with few exceptions (only 7 out of 36 verses),
most of the statements God dictated to John begin with the Greek word
Kai, (2532), accurately trandated “ and,” an extremely common particle
which, “when used repetitively, hasacumulativeforce” accordingto the |
Bible Knowledge Commentary. Itisso used hereto emphasizethecontinu- |
ity of the statements, and stressesthat they should not be separated, but, |
rather, considered to bevariouspartsof one continuousand connected event. |
No one part may be excluded, or spiritualized away, without affecting the |
whole. Not only, fromagrammatical constructiveview, listing actionswhich |
are connected, but al so actionswhich areinterdependent and causativein |
nature. Each action isdependent upon and follows sequentially the one |
preceding it andispresented amost asonelong satement. Thisnullifiesand
make speciousthe efforts of some peopleto accept some partsof God's :
rather long statement of His actionswhilereecting others, such asthose |
thingspertaining to themillenniumwhichisherein so srongly emphasized. |

Third, beforeusislifein new dimensions, most of which wehave |
littleability to comprehend. That may bethereason why God givesus |
only afew detailsand does not provide answersto many of our questions. |
Wehaveavery limited ability to comprehend anything other than thosethings
which arerelated to thisearth of time, material, and space upon whichwe
live. Whilesomeof what God tellsusin Chapter twenty doestake placeon |
thisearth, even thosethings pertainingtothe Millennial Kingdom, which |
islocated onthisearth, aredrastically different fromanythingwe haveexpe- |
rienced. By thetimewefinishwith Chapter twenty al that pertainstolifeon
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thisearth, either asisnow known or asexperienced intheMillennial King- I
dom, will beinthepast. With Hisdefeat and judgment of thosewho have |
rebelled againgt Himon thisearth, our Lord takesusbeyond thislifeasit has |
been known. Such ends, never to be resumed. |

Fourth, Chapter twenty introducesseveral very important new
factorsand scenarios. They arebriefly listed hereand will bemorefully |
explored asour study takesusthrough God'srevelaionto uswhichiscon- |
tained in Chapter twenty. |

1) Thedevil isseized and bani shed from the earth for athousand years, I
bound in chainsand cast into the bottomless pit. |
2) Duringthethousand years Christ, accompanied by Hisfaithful fol- |

lowers, reignsin Hisearthly Kingdom on theearth fulfillingthemany |
prophecies of glory and victory found in the Old Testament con-
cerning lsradl. :

3) Thesubject of thetwo resurrections, thefirst and the second resur- |

rection, isintroduced and characterized. :
4) Thedevil isthen released from prison and seduces many of those |

born during thethousand yearstofollow himinrebellionagainst the |
Lord Jesus, reproducing asimilar sceneto that which ledup toAr- |
mageddonwith avery brief statement of the Lord’svictory over the |

rebels. I

I
5) Thedevil isseized and cast into thelakeof fireand brimstone |

whereheistormented forever, never againto opposetheLord God. |

6) Thegreat whitethroneispresentedtowhichtheKingof Kings |
and L ord of L ordswill summon all who haveregjected Him and
thenfromthat throne Hewill executethelr eternal judgment by cast- |
ingthemintothelakeof fireand brimstonewherethey will jointhe |
beast and fal se prophet, who have already been therefor over one |
thousand years. Itisthat placeof eterna suffering andtorment which |
God prepared before the foundation of theworld asthejust, final |
and eternd placeof punishment for thedevil and all whoreject Him |
astheir Lord God.

I
I
Before we proceed, we should note that the events of Chapter |
twenty havebeen generally inter preted accordingtothreedifferent |
view points. I
I

Amillennialsmrgectsany literd millennium or reign of Christ onearth |
inaMillennia Kingdom. Itisso called amillennialismbecauseit spiritual- |
izesaway any literal view of the millennium. Proponents of thisview
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interpret referencestothereign of Christin HisKingdom asreigninginthe |
heartsof Hisfollowers. Thosewho hold tothisview generdly spirituaize |
and symbolizeavay many portionsof Scripture, not only herein Revelation |
twenty, but al so many passagesin both the Old and New Testaments. Itis |
generdly correct to say that thosewho interpret the Scripturesaccording to |
thisview also hold anon-literal view of all of the Scriptures and do not |
believethat God dictated each word contained in the Holy Scriptures. Au- |
gustine, who lived in the4th. and 5th. centuries, first introduced thisview. |
Thereisno record of any advocate prior to Augustine. Modern theologians |
who interpret the Scriptures according to thisview include Ray Summers, |
William Hendriksen, Abraham Kuyper, R.C.H. Lenski and Herschel Hobbs |
aswell asmost of thosewho trandated the NIV. While some conservative :
Biblescholarshold to thisview, itisthe preferred view of thosewho are |
often classified asliberd Christiansor theologians. |

I

Postmillennialism isso named becauseit seesthereturn of Christ fol-
lowing the establishment of theMillennium. Sinceit interpretstheeventsof
Revelation nineteen and twenty in such away as to see Christ’s second
coming following the establishment of Hiskingdom on earth, itiscalled
postmillennialism. Itisbasically an optimistic view of the success of the
church onthisearth that will supposedly lead to acompletevictory over evil |
and establish peace and prosperity with theworld being governed by biblical |
principles. Itisnormally seen asbeing originated by Daniel Whitby, acon- |
troversia scholar of thethe 17th century. Modern proponentsof thisview |
haveincluded CharlesHodge, A.H. Strong and Loraine Boettner. Inrecent |
yearsit hasstrangely seen arevival among “reformed churches,” many of |
whom seethechurch asreplacing lsrad inthefulfillment of prophecy. I

Premillennialismisso described becauseit interpretsRevelaion twenty |
asaliteral thousand-year reign of Christin HisMillennia Kingdom onthis |
earth following His second coming. Sincethe second coming (Rev. 19:11- |
21) occursbefore theMillenniumitiscalled premillennial. Evenwithinthe |
premillennial position can befound somewho hold to variousviewsregard- |
ingthetiming of therapturein rel ationship to the seven year period of tribu- |
lation and the second coming of Christ. Theseare sometimesknown asl)
Pre-trib, meaning that therapture of the church occurs prior to the seven- :
year period of tribulation; 2) Mid-trib, meaning that the rapture occurs at
the mid-point of thetribulation period; and 3) Post-trib, meaning that the |
rapture of the church occursat theend of the seven-year period of tribula- |
tion. Generally spesking, thosewho believethat God dictated thevery words |
of the Holy Scripture and interpret the entire Bible accordingly are also |
premillennidists. Thewriter of theselessonsholdstothePre-trib Premillennid |
viewpoint. I



