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AsJohntrangitionsfrom Chapter nineteen to Chapter twenty, he contin- |

uesrecording the spectacular events, each of whichisuniqueand singularin
nature, never having happened beforeand never to happen again. Eachof |
themisconnected with the particleand to show their interdependenceand |
causdtiverelationship to each other. |
Having completed hisdescription of the King of Kings' victory and |
destruction of Hisenemies, John then beginsto describethe specific events
God producesthat areintegral to Hisjustice, peace and righteousness, which
thenresultin peaceandjoy for Hisadopted children. Aseach event unfolds
before uswe should remind oursel vesthat we are about to read descriptions
of eventswhich are so unique and so far beyond anything we have ever |
knownthat itismost unlikely that we can fully comprehend thesignificance |
of what wearetold. Thoughwefind oursel vesunableto comprehend each |
of thesemarvel ousthings, we should not doubt or question God'sahilitiesto |
do what isbeyond both our understanding and our capacities. Weshould |
never limit God by our limitationsnor judge God by the standard of our own |
insufficiencies. Not only isHeutterly beyond usinWho Heis, but Heisa so |
completely beyond usin Hisactivities |

We should recognizethis, accept it, and realizethat if what God tellsus I
seemsnot to be compatiblewith our understanding, itisnot because God |
tellsusafanciful or untruething, but rather that our ownlimitationsmakeit |
absolutdly impossiblefor usto comprehend theincomprehensibleactionsof |
our Holy and Omnipotent God. Totheskepticisoffered aword of common |
sense. Ceaseto ridicule God for telling us about thingswe cannot compre- |
hend. Removeyoursdf from the category of thosewho think God isweak, |
foolish and unbdievable. Do not define God by your inabilities. |

Thetwentieth Chapter of Revel ation has, over theyears, been atypeof I
battleground for students of the Scriptures. It servesto separatethosewho |
interpret thevery Words of the Holy Word as being accurate, factual state- |
ments from our Holy God Who cannot lie from those who seem to take |
upon themsel vesthe authority to critique and eva uate those samewords, |
sorting those they say aretrue from those they say cannot be accepted as |
true. AstheBiblestudent readsand considers God'saccount of theseevents, |
let him remember that heisnot God'sjudge and isnot assigned therol e of |
verifying God's credibility. Rather, the oppositeistrue. Eachreader is |
judged by these words of God — he does not judge these words!

Thefirst of theseinterconnected and sequentia eventswhichfollow |
Christ’svictory at Hissecond comingisrecorded in Chapter twenty, verse |
one. Eachof these sequentia eventsbuildsupontheoneitfollows, asnatu- |
rally aslight issuesforth with therising of the sun and bridgesthe gap be- |
tweentheTribulation Period and the new heavensand new ear th. |
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Revelation 20:1And | saw an
angdl comedown from heaven,
having thekey of the
bottomlesspit and a great
chainin hishand.

Reveation 20:2And helaid
hold on thedragon, that old
serpent, which isthe Devil, and
Satan, and bound hima
thousand years,

Revelation 20:3And cast him
intothebottomlesspit, and
shut him up, and set a seal
upon him, that heshould
deceivethe nationsno more,
till thethousand year sshould
befulfilled: and after that he
must be loosed a little season.
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havingthekey of thebottomlesspit and agreat chainin hishand. | angel comedown from heaven,

Thefirst event istheappearanceof an unidentified angel, smply |

havingthekey of thebottom-

aservant of God, who comesdown from heaven with twothingsin his | |esspit and agreat chainin his

hand: thekey tothebottomless pit and a great chain. Because the
mind of natural man hasno real ability to comprehend thingsoutside the
materia realm, heimmediately conjures up imagesof variousknown things
when he reads certain words such as key and chain. Even though the |
natura man knowsthat the devil isaspirit being and scoffsin derisonwhen |
hereadsof “akey” and “achain” for heimmediately relatesthosetwo |
objectsto materia objectswhich aremadeout of material matter. Heknows |
that“ akey” madeout of metal and “ a chain” also composed out of matter |
could never freeor bind aspirit being such asthe devil. |

Inhisillogical manner of thinking the skeptic hasfailed to recognizea I
basicfact. Inorder for God to communicatetruth about spiritud and eterna
mattersto man, whoissolimitedin hisabilitiesto comprehend anything |
beyond hisown material universe, God must resort to wordswhich have |
somemeaningto men. Evenwhen man readsthosevery wordsheoftenfails |
to grasp their meaning, limiting hisown understanding to thingsof hisown |
acquaintance. Suchwill bethe pattern faced by someasthey read of the |
eventsrecorded inthischapter.

I
Theitemsmentionedinthisfirst verseareilludrativeof theabove. When I
somereadthewords” key,” and “ chain” they immediaely limit their mean- |
ingsto alikenessof something they havehddintheir hands. However, while

bothwordsareto betakenliterally, both words communicatetruthsbeyond |
thosecommonly held views. |

Theword for “key,” kleis (2807), denotesthe power or authority to |
open or shut something and was used often in Scripturein referenceto non- |
materia things(Luke4:25; 11:52; Mat. 23:13). In Revelation 1:18 Christ |
told Johnthat He has“ the keys of hell (hades) and of death,” meaning |
that He hasauthority over thosethings. In Revelaion 3.7 HeidentifiesHim-
self as“Hethat hath the key of David, He that openeth, and no man
shutteth; and shutteth and no man openeth” when He referred to His |
authority over accessunto God the Father (John 10:9,28; 14:6). |

The* key” whichtheangel hasin hishand isnot ametallic object to |
unlock metaliclocks, but God’sauthority over al thingswhich, inthiscase |
andfor thispurpose, isdelegated tohim. Itisliteral inthetruest senseof the |
word, i.e., itispower and authority to open something that God had shut.

Likethe"key” discussed above, skeptics havefocused onthisword |
“chain” to deride God’'s Word. Many of the same observations which |

hand.
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were madeabout the* key” aso apply tothe“ chain.” “Chain” isatrans- | Revelation 20:1And | saw an
|ation of the Greek word haloosis (254) and refersto something used to | @1g€l comedown from heaven,
bind or restrain prisoners. Liketheword“key,” the“ chain” used by the | Navingthekey of the

angel isnot ametallic thing nor doesit bind aphysical person, but Satanwho | Pottomlesspit and a great
isaspirit being. Of course, God doesnot intend for usto understand that the | chainin hishand.

a_\ng_el hasin hishan_d ar_n_etallic“ chain,” but, in havi_ng to overcomethe | Revelation 20:2And helaid
I|m|tat|onsof ma1’3|nab|.I|tyto comprehenq nor)-materld maters, Goq uses | hold on thedragon, that old
aword plc_:tureof somethl_ngthat man_canws_udl_ze Thpughthls“ chain”is serpent, which isthe Devil, and
not matend nor used to bind a“materlai".bemg, itsuseisnecessary to COM- - saan, and bound him a
municateto man_that theangd hast_)e_en given thefsuthorltytoselze_anq bind | thousand years,

Satan. Thebinding of Satan, restraininghiminthis“bottomlesspit” isthe

assignment God givesto theangel and empowershimto carry out hisor- | Revelation 20:3And cast him
ders. Thebindingisaccomplished and Satanisremoved fromany contact | Intothebottomlesspit, and
with or influence on the affairs on this earth for “ onethousand years.” | Shuthimup, and set a seal
This, of course, isnecessary for God to establish HisKingdom of righteous- | UPon him, that heshould

ness and peaceon this earth. | deceivethenationsnomore,

We have seenthe“ bottomlesspit,” abusso (12), before. In9:1-3 “a | il the_thou.%md yearsshould
star (angel) fallen from heaven” wasseen. That“ star” wasLucifer and | befulfilled: and af.ter that he
to him “was given the key to the bottomless pit. And he opened the | must beloosed alittle season.
bottomles pit and there arose smoke out of the pit .... And there came
out of the smoke locusts (other fallen angelsor demons).” Itistrans- |
lated” deep” in Luke 8:31 and many commentators also seeareferenceto |
“thebottomlesspit” intheword “ hell,” tartar oo (5020), in 2 Pet. 2:4. |
Without questionisan awful place, aplaceof containment where God has |
detai ned some of the most vile creatures among thosefallen angelswhich |
havereviled against Him. One of thosevileand powerful demonswasal- |
lowed to ascend out of that “ bottomless pit to inhabit and empower the |
beast (Anti-Christ)” in Revelation 17:8. |

In Reveation 20:1-2, wearetold that God sendsan angel from among I
Hisown faithful servants, whom Heempowerswith authority over thedevil, |
to seize“ that old serpent, which istheDevil, and Satan, and bind him |
for athousand years.” However, whereaspreviously therehad been oc- |
casionswhen someof thevileevil spirit beingswerereleased fromthat “ bot- |
tomlesspit,” God'sservant has* achain” with which hebinds Satan so |
that he cannot befreed until God isready to release himin* onethousand I
years.”

The skeptics are correct in one sense. The use of the phrase “ one
thousand years” appearsonly herein Revelation twenty, but God does |
useitheresix timesinthisbrief span of Scripture. Though God doesnot use |
the phrase el sewhere, Hisrepetitive use of “ onethousand years,” often |
trand ated Millennium, surely issufficient to emphasize thereality of His |
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Millennia Kingdom. Thosewho would chooseto spiritualizeaway thelit- |

eral meaning, so abundantly clear from God'sown emphatic useof Hischo-

sen phrase, aresimply being unrealistic andinconsistent intheir handling of |
God'sHoly Word. God sayswhat He meansand meanswhat Hesays. He |
could not possibly makeit any clearer. |

TheDevil is* seized and bound for onethousand years, amillen- |
nium,” whileGod performstheactionswhich follow, actionswhich Hesuc- |
cinctly and forcibly describes. Each of thefollowing actions, all connected |
withtheparticle” and,” to show their interdependence, are built uponthe :
truth that God has captured and confined Satan for “ onethousand year s’
in aprison from which he cannot escape. The“dragon,” “that old ser-
pent” who hastempted and tormented every man fromAdam forward, who |
sought so passionately to persecute and destroy Isradl, isnow removed from |
theworld and will not beallowed to pursue hisrebellion against God until |
Godisreadytoreeasehim. |

Atthat time, “ onethousand year s’ after heisconfined, Godwill once |
again assert Hisauthority over Satan and rleasehimfor avery brief timeto :
accomplish a specific purpose. When Satan has served God's purpose, |
God will then dispose of himforever, “ casting him intothelakeof fire
burningwith brimstone,” aplace*” preparedfor thedevil from before
thefoundation of theworld,” never againto allow therebel thefreedom |
to spread his poi sonous, wicked ways, infecting otherswith hisevil nature. |

This" onethousand years,” oftenreferred to asthe Millennium, isthat |
timeof justice, righteousnessand peacefor which the Jewshavelonged with |
such passion over theyears. TheOld Testament isfull of descriptionsof this |
time, sofull that, when Christ cametothisearth thefirst time, eventhedis :
ciplesof Jesusanticipated that thistimewasto then befulfilled. Thequestion |
asked by Hisdisicplesat thetimeof Hisdepartureand ascension back into |
glory reveds their mind-set: “... Lord, wilt thou at this time restore |
again thekingdom to I srael?” (Acts 1:6). |

It so occupied the thinking of the Old Testament Jew that hewasunable |
to seehisMessiah coming two timesto thisearth. He could not correlate the
pictureof hisMessiahinIsaiah 53, suffering and being killed, with the other
pictures|saiah presented of their Messiah such asisfoundinlsaiah 40:1-11.
In addition, asthe Jew read the other prophets, it was apparent to him that
God had planned agloriousfuturefor Isragl, afuture of peace and prosper-
ity. With Satan bound that timenow comesand isgloriousindeed!
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