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| Revelation 20:2 And heseized
Since the previous lesson, #66, brought usto versetwo and told us | thedragon, that ancient ser-
about Satan being bound and cast into a“ bottomless pit for onethou- | pent, whoisthedevil and
sand years,” we need to recognize that the removal of Satan from the | Satan, and bound him for a
affairsof thisearthfor“ onethousand year s’ isdirectly related totheKing | thousand years,
of Kingssettingup HisMillennial Kingdom onthisearth for “ onethou-
sand years.” Having briefly introduced theMillennial Kingdom inthe
previous|esson as something anxioudy awaited by Jews, it isappropriate
that we pauseto acquire amore compl ete understanding of God's prepara
tionsfor thislong avaited kingdom.

| Revelation 20:3and threw him

| intothepit, and shut it and

| sealed it over him, sothat he

| might not decelvethenations
any longer, until thethousand

Thevery word“kingdom” cannot be understood apart from the matter | year swereended. After that

of rule, and inthiscase, aTheocracy inwhich theKing of Kingsrules | hemust bereleased for alittle

over al that ison thisearthwith astrong and dictatoria hand. God'sway of I while.

providing for man and governing Hiscreationisawaysthrough His T heoc- | Revelation 20:4 Then | <a

racy. Insuchaformof government over Hiscreation God isableto provide | thronesl and séated onthevr\;

blessingsfor man which arenot avail ablethrough any other form of govern- ’

ment. Aswe study this subject we will learn that God offered man the | yvere'Fhosetowhomth_eauthor—

benefitsof His Theocr atic Rule at varioustimes, thelast of whichbeing | Ity tojudgewas committed.

HisMillennial Kingdomwhichweshall study oncewehavecovered some | 150 | saw the souls of those

of the Scriptural background and God's preparationsfor thiswonderful time. | th_’ had been beheaded for the
| testimony of Jesusand for the

God'sTheocracy in the Garden of Eden wasthefirst institution | word of God, and who had not
of God’sTheocratic Ruleon thisearth. God instituted aTheocracy, | worshiped thebeast or its
God'sabsoluteruleover dl of Hiscreation and exercised it either by His | image and had not received its
direct command or by thedelegation of Hisauthority toAdamasHisrepre- | mark on their foreheadsor
sentative. Adam understood that hewas God's chosen representativeand | their hands. They cametollife
that hehad noindependent authority of hisown, but that al of hisauthorityto | and reigned with Christ for a
act in any matter wasderived from God’ssovereign Theocracy. Hehad I thousand years.

to submit to God's standards and structuresinlife. ]
| Revelation 20:5 Therest of

Before God created thisworld and the Garden of Eden, therehad al- | the dead did not cometolife
ready been achallengeto Hisauthority by one of Hiscreated angels, Luci- | until thethousand yearswere
fer. Isaiah 14:12-17 tellsus about that rebellion of Lucifer against thesover- | ended. Thisisthefirst resur-
eign rule of God. Thefive®! wills’ expressed in that passage describe | rection.

Lucifer’srebellion. Inthe Garden of Eden Satan appeared in thebody of a | . .
serpent to challenge God’s Theocr atic Rule over His creation. God's | Reve_latlon 20:6 Blessed ar_1d
interpretation of what happened when Setan seduced Eveintofollowinghim | 101y istheonewho sharesin

inrebellion and through her, Adam (Genesis 3:1-7), isgivento usintwo I the;i:ﬁt reﬂjrrgcéior:!hohver
New Testament passages. such thesecond death hasno

| power, but they will bepriests
Thefirst passageisfound inl Timothy 2:14 and tellsus: “ And Adam | of God and of Christ, and they

was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the trans- | will reign with him for athou-

gression.” God'sstatement here may seemto lay more guilt upon Eve by | sand years.

tellingusthat shewas” in transgression,” i.e., sheallowed herself to be
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I
decelved by Satan and“ stepped over aknown lineof right and wrong.” |

The absence of qualifying adjectivesin God's statement about Adam does |
not indicatealack of guilt. Rather it can be assumed that any student of the |
Scripturesis aware of Adam’srolein the Garden of Eden as God'srepre- |
sentativein His Theocracy. Itisimplied that Adam’s decision tojoin |
with Eve was nothing less than a willful rejection of God's Theoc- |
racy and an intentional reproduction of Satan’srebellion against the

Sovereign TheocraticAuthority of God. Assuch, Adam’sguilt was I
greater than Eve' ssinceshewasdeceived, but hisact wasan expres- |
sion of clear rebellion against God’sauthority. |

The second passage, found in Romans5:12-19, laysthefull blameon |
Adam aone, not even mentioning Eve, for the consequencesof hisrebellion |
against the Theocracy of God: “ Wherefore, asby oneman sin entered |
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned” (5:12). The passage goes on to contrast the
“sin,” i.e., disobedience/rebellion of Adam, with the “obedience of |
Christ” and thereby highlighting thecritical issueof submission under au- |
thority: “ Therefore as by the offense of one judgment came upon all |
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free |
gift cameupon all men untojustification of life. For asbyoneman’s |
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one |
shall many bemaderighteous’ (Romans5:18-19). BecauseAdam chose |
not to submit to the Theocr acy of God’ ssovereign ruleinthe Garden of |
Eden, heintroduced “ sin and death” into man’sexperience, i.e., hisrebel- |
lion separated him and all of his descendentsfrom submissionto God’s I
Theocratic Ruleand fellowship with his Creator aswell asthe benefits |
whichresult from God’sTheocr acy. |

A consequence of Adam’sregection of God’s Theocracy wasthat |
Satan becameknown as* the god of thisworld” (2 Cor. 4:4)“who blinded |
the minds of thosewho believenot” aswell as“ the prince of the power |
of the air (atmosphere of the earth), the spirit that now worketh in |
the children of disobedience” (Eph. 2:2), or “ obstinate opposition to |
thedivinewill” (Strong'sLexicon). |

Adam was the first man to demonstrate the reproduction of Satan’s |
open rebellion against the Theocracy of God. Such rebellionisrepro- |
duced countlesstimesand in countlessways by Adam’sdescendants. The |
Theocracy of GodintheGarden of Eden produced theonly perfect, bliss- |
ful andtotally fulfilling environment man hasexperienced onthisearth. Even |
so0, Adam rgjected God’ s T heocr acy and chose servitude to Satan which |
resulted in pain, trouble, trauma, sickness, heartache, chaosand desth rather :
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than the serenity and fulfillment offered by God’sTheocr acy. Itistheex- |
planationfor al that iswrongin our worldtoday. Thecauseof all of man's |
problemsisman’srebelliousrejection of God’s Sovereign Rule. Any |
aternativeto God’'sTheocr acy producesaworld of chaos, pain and death. |
However, knowing before He created thisworld that such would happen, |
God aready had aplanto correct the problemsresulting from man’srejec- |
tion of Theocratic Rule. |

God’sfirst Theocracy on thisearth wasin the Garden of Eden |
and Hisfinal Theocracy on thisearth will beHisMillennial Kingdom. |
In between thesetwo Theocr aticAdministrationsof God’sRule, down |
through the ages, God has offered to man various opportunitiesto benefit |
fromHisTheocr atic Rule, with each offering being receivedin aresponse |
likeuntoAdam’s. That iswhat bringsustotheMillennial Kingdom, God'’s |
Theocratic Ruleover dl of Hiscresation. I

Beforewereturnto Revelation twenty and theMillenial Kingdom, let |
usreview someof those opportunitiesGod provided to manin offering him
thebenefitsof His T heocr acy since someof those offeringshave significant |
relationshipstoHisMillennial Kingdom. |

First, God offered Theocraticruleto man through human govern- |
ment (Genesis9:1-7). Satan countered God's offer with hisown offer at |
the Tower of Babel and men, under the leadership of Satan’sman, Nimrod, |
once again rejected God'sways, His T heocr acy and Hisblessings (Gen. |
11:1-9). |

Second, God called Abraham out of paganism to useasHisin- |
strument through which He would offer HisTheocratic Rule, and |
through it providefor man thebest living environment possibleon |
thisearth. Toimplement the offer of the benefitsof His Theocracy, God |
madeunconditional promises, known ascovenants, toAbraham and his |
descendants, known as the Patriarchs and the nation of Israel. In these |
covenants God promised to blessthem and usethemin very special ways |
for Hisglory andfor their benefit. Through these covenants, and their appli-
cationstolife, He set forth the particulars of how His Theocr acy wasto be
implemented inAbraham’slifeand thelivesof hisdescendantswho became
known asthe nation of Israel. These unconditional covenants, well docu-
mented and amplified throughout the Old Testament, areknown asfollows: |

1) ThePromiseof aNational Land (Gen.12:1; 13:14,15,17; 17:8) |

Abraham and hisimmediate descendants, because of their disobe- :
dience, never did fully possessall of the land which God gaveto
them — never occupying more than atenth of what God had given
to them. Though God has used other nationsto disciplinelsragl, |
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taking theminto captivity and removing them fromtheir land, His |
promiseto givethemtheland wasunconditiona. Becauseof Israd’s |
repeated rebellion and refusal to submit to God'srulethey havenot |
yet possessed God's promise and, therefore, it isonly in God's |
Millennial Kingdom that thisunconditional promisewill befinaly |
and fully realized (Deu. 30:3-20; Eze. 20:33-44). :

|

|

2) ThePromiseof aNation (Gen. 12:2a; 13:16; 17:2-7,9-10)
God beganto multiply and grow Abraham’sfamily into anation of
people, primarily during their time of bondagein Egypt. Through |
Jacob’stwelve sonswho, along with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacab, |
became known as the Patriarchs, God began to promulgate and |
organizethefamily into anationwith further prophetic promisesre- |
garding their destiny asanation (Gen. 49:1-28). I

However, it wasnot until after the period of timein Egypt that God :
organized His Chosen Peopleintoa“ peculiar peopl€e” toliveun- |
derHisTheocracy asanationditinct fromall other nations. Through |
Moses, a Mt. Sinai (Ex. 19:1-31:18), God organized Isradl tofunc- |
tion asanation under His T heocr acy, guided by Hisspecificlaws |
and applied by priestswho wereto serve as His del egated authori- |
ties over the people. The books of Leviticus, Numbers and |
Deuteronomy detail how thelawsof God’s T heocr acy wereto be |
applied to His Chosen Nation of People and emphasi zed how spe-

cid they werein Hisplansfor mankind. Inhisaddressto thosewho |
wereto enter theland of promise, M osesemphasi zed the unique-
ness of Isragl in their relationship to God and how submissionto
God'sauthority and obedienceto thelawsof HisTheocracy would |
result in great blessingsfor them asanation (Deu. 4:1-40).

Notice, that in the middle of Moses' charge to the people, even
though God knew the people of Isragl would not be submissiveto
HisTheocr acy and obey the guidelines of Hisunconditional cov-
enant, Godinserted areminder of the eternd nature of Hisuncondi-
tiona covenantwith them:
“But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy God, thou |
shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with |
all thy soul. When thou art in tribulation, and all these |
things are come upon thee. even in the latter days. if thou |
turn to the Lord thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his |
voice; (For theLordthy Godisamerciful God;) hewill not |

forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant I
of thy fatherswhich he swore unto them” (Deu. 4:29-31).
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Eventhough Israel entered theland with the supernatura guidance, :
protection and provisions of God under the provisionsof God’s |
Theocr acy, their rebellion soon surfaced and characterized their |
relationshipto God. Thus, Isradl’srebellion against God’ssover- |
eign Rulemadeitimpossiblefor themto receivetheblessingsof |
God’s Theocracy. However, God’s unconditional promisesto |
Abraham are not dependent upon the response of the peopleand |
will befulfilled, but thecompletefulfillment of those promiseswill not |
takeplaceuntil Isragl isintheMillennial Kingdom, living under |
God’sTheocracy (Eze. 37:1-23; 39:21-29). :

I

3). ThePromiseof | srael being ablessing, specifically a spiri-
tual blessingtoall mankind (Gen. 12:3; 22:18; Jer. 31:31-36; |
Gal. 3:14-16). :

Under HisTheocracy God'sguidanceand provisionfor Isragl was |
never intended for Isragl alonefor He planned for Israel to bean |
instrument through which Hewould blessothers. God intended to |
blessall nationsof the earth through the blessingsHewould giveto |
Israel under HisTheocracy. Had Isradl been willingto accept the |
holy commandments God gaveto them asapeople (Rom. 3:1-2)

under HisTheocr acy, in submitting to Hisauthority and obeying I
Hiscommandmentsthey would have benefitted greetly asapeople |
and would have been admired by al of mankind (Deu. 4:5-8; Mdl. |
3:12). However, Israel’srejection of God'ssovereign rulebrought |
trauma, pain and captivity to them and madethem acurseto other |
nations. IntheMillennial Kingdom, under God’sTheocracy, |
after God has cleansed them of their sin (Ex. 37:21-23), thiswill be |
reversed and Isragl will becomeablessing to other nationsand fulfill |
the promise God madeto Abraham (Zech. 8:1-13). I

However, this promise of God to Abraham embedded much more |
than earthly and materia blessings. God'spromisetoAbrahamin- |
cluded Hisplans, designed beforethe creation of theworld, tosend |
aSavior for dl mankind. Through thesubstitutionary and priestly |
work of the Savior, God planned to create awhole new spiritual |
family, anew race of people, each of whom would have God living |
insde of them and exercisingHis T heocracy ineach of their lives |
(Gal. 3:13-14,29; 4:4-7; 6:15; Eph. 2:11-15). Israel would bethe |
channel through which God came, incarnating Himsdlf asthe God- |
man, and identifying Himsalf asthe JewishMessiah or Chrigt. |

Of course God accomplished His plansand we all know that the |
Savior came into our world as a Jew. However, as a nation of |
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people, Israel regjected the Messiah. In spite of Israel’sregection I
God till accomplished Hisplanfor the Savior tofulfill Hispromise |
of Onethrough Whom* all of the nations of the earth” wereto |
be blessed as God had promised Abraham. |

Even though most of the peopleof Isragl, and the nationasawhole, |
rejected God'soffer of aSavior to redeem them fromtheir sinsand |
freethemfromtheir servitudeto Setan, God will still fulfill Hisprom- |
isetoAbraham regarding Abraham’s seed being suchablessingto |
hisdescendants. However, theredization of that fulfillment will have |
towait until theMillennial Kingdom and will befulfilledonan |
individual basis. God hasbeen extremely clear in theaffirmation of |
Hisplanswhich He spelled out in Jeremiah 31:27-37 and Hebrews |
8:7-11. God'semphatic statement in Jeremiah 31:35-36 about the |
continuity of Hiscovenant withthenation of Isradl isextremely strong
andclear: I
“Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for a light by
day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a
light by night, which divideth the sea when the wavesthereof |
roar; The Lord of hosts is his name: If those ordinances |
depart from before me, saith theL ord, then theseed of I sra€l |
also shall cease from being a nation before me forever.”
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