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| Revelation 20:2 And heseized
Since the previous lesson, #66, brought usto versetwo and told us | thedragon, that ancient ser-
about Satan being bound and cast into a“ bottomless pit for onethou- | pent, whoisthedevil and
sand years,” we need to recognize that the removal of Satan from the | Satan, and bound him for a
affairs of thisearth for “ onethousand years” isdirectly related to the | thousand years,
Kingof Kingssettingup HisMillennial Kingdom onthisearthfor“ one
thousand years.” Havingbriefly introduced the Millennial Kingdomin
the previouslesson as something anxioudy awaited by Jews, it isappropri- ) .
atethat we pauseto acquireamore compl ete understanding of God's prepa- I se_aled It over h_'m’ SOthaF he
rationsfor thislong awaited Millennial Kingdom. By Hisuseof theword | m'grl]t nOtdeC?Iththﬁ]na“onj
teleo (5055) in 20:3 (tranglated “ fulfilled” ), God tellsusthat weshould | &Y 'ONden UntTthernousan
thoroughly search HisWord to discover truthsconcerning this“ thousand | yearswereended. After that
year” period, HisMillennial Kingdom, i.e., that somethingsareto be | he.mUSt bereleased for alittle
fulfilled which He has previously revealed to usabout His Theocracy or | while.

Sovereign Rule. | Revelation 20:4 Then | saw

. I
Thevery word*kingdom” cannot be understood apart fromthematter | thrones, and seated on them
werethosetowhom theauthor-

of rule, and in thiscase, aTheocracy inwhich theKing of Kingsrules | . . :

over al that ison thisearthwith astrong and dictatorial hand. God’'sway of | Ity tojudgewas committed.
providing for man and governing HiscreationisawaysthroughHis Theoc- | /150 | saw the souls of those
racy. Insuchaform of government over Hiscreation Godisableto provide | Wh(_) had been beneaded for the
blessingsfor manwhich arenot availablethrough any other form of govern- | (€stimony of Jesusand for the
ment. Aswe study this subject we will learn that God offered man the | word qf God, and who h_ad not
benefitsof His Theocr atic Rule at varioustimes, thelast of which being | yvorshlpedthebeast or !ts )
HisMillennial Kingdomwhichweshall study oncewehavecoveredsome | Imageand had not received its

of the Scriptura background and God's preparationsfor thiswonderful time. I mark on their foreheadsor .
their hands. They cametolife

God’sTheocracy in the Garden of Eden wasthefirst institution | and reigned with Christ for a
of God’s Theocratic Rule on thisearth. God instituted aTheocracy, | thousand years.
His absolute rule over all of His creation. He exercised it by Hisdirect , .
command or by the delegation of Hisauthority to Adam asHisrepresenta- I ﬁlevsl atéo(;]. d20. 5t The rfStlﬂf
tive. Adam knew that hewas God's chosen representative and that he had | edead didnot cometolire
noindependent authority of hisown, butthat all of hisauthority toactinany | until thethousand yearswere
matter was derived from God’ ssovereign Theocracy. Hewasrequired end_ed.Th|S|sthef|rstraJr-
to submit to God'sauthority and to Hisstandards and structuresinlife. | rection.
| Revelation 20:6 Blessed and
| holy istheonewho sharesin
| thefirst resurrection! Over
| such the second death hasno
power, but they will bepriests

| Revelation 20:3and threw him
| intothepit, and shut it and

Before God created thisworld and the Garden of Eden, there had been
achalengeto God'sauthority by oneof Hiscreated angels, Lucifer. Isaiah
14:12-17 tellsusof therebellion of Lucifer against the sovereign rule of
God. Hisfive*| wills" inthat passage describe Lucifer’srebelion. Inthe
Garden of Eden Satan appeared inthebody of aserpent to chalengeGod's | £ God and of Chri dth
Theocratic Rule over His creation. God'’s interpretation of what hap- | o.Go. an .o C_ rist, and they
pened when Satan seduced Evein following himin rebellion and through her | ill réign with him for athou-
Adam (Genesis3:1-7), isgivenintwo New Testament passages. I sand years.
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I
Thefirst passageisfound in1 Timothy 2:14 and tellsus: “ And Adam |

was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the trans- |
gression.” God'sstatement here may seemto lay moreguilt upon Eveby |
telling usthat shewas* in transgression,” i.e., sheallowed herself to be |
deceived by Satan and“ stepped over aknown lineof right and wrong.” |
The absence of qualifying adjectivesin God's statement about Adam does |
not indicatealack of guilt. Rather it can be assumed that any student of the |
Scripturesisaware of Adam’srolein the Garden of Eden as God'srepre- I
sentativeinHisTheocracy. Itisimplied that Adam’sdecision tojoin |
with Eve was nothing less than a willful rejection of God’s Theoc-

racy and an intentional reproduction of Satan’srebellion against the |
Sovereign TheocraticAuthority of God. Assuch, Adam’sguilt was |
greater than Eve'ssinceshewasdeceived, but hisact wasan expres- |
sion of clear rebellion against God’sauthority. |

The second passage, found in Romans 5:12-19, doesnot even mention |
Eve, laysthefull blameonAdam aonefor the consequencesof hisrebellion |
against theT heocr acy of God: “Wherefore, asby oneman sin entered |
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, |
for that all have sinned” (5:12). The passage goes on to contrast the |
“sin,” i.e., disobediencelrebellion of Adam, with the “ obedience of |
Christ” and thereby highlighting thecritical issueof submission under au- |
thority: “ Therefore as by the offense of one judgment came upon all |
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free |
gift cameupon all men untojustification of life. For asbyoneman’s |
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one |
shall many bemaderighteous’ (Romans5:18-19). BecauseAdam chose
not to submit to the Theocracy of God’ssovereign ruleinthe Garden of |
Eden, heintroduced“ sin and death” into man’sexperience, i.e., hisrebel- |
lion separated him and all of his descendentsfrom submissionto God's |
Theocratic Ruleand fellowship with his Creator aswell asthe benefits |

which result from God’s T heocr acy. |
|

A consequence of Adam’sr g ection of God’s Theocr acy wasthat
Satan becameknown as* the god of thisworld” (2 Cor. 4:4)“whoblinded |
themindsof thosewho believenot” aswell as“ the prince of the power |
of the air (atmosphere of the earth), the spirit that now worketh in |
the children of disobedience” (Eph. 2:2), or “ obstinate opposition to |
thedivinewill” (Strong'sLexicon). |

Adam wasthefirst man to demonstrate the reproduction of Satan’s I
open rebellion against the Theocracy of God. Suchrebellionisrepro- |
duced countlesstimesand in countlessways by Adam’sdescendants. The |
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Theocracy of Godinthe Garden of Eden produced the only perfect, bliss- :
ful andtotally fulfilling environment man hasexperienced onthisearth. Dis- |
regarding God's blessings, Adam rejected God’s T heocracy and chose |
servitudeto Satan which resulted in pain, troubl e, trauma, sickness, heart- |
ache, chaos and death rather than the serenity and fulfillment offered by |
God'’sTheocracy. I

Itistheexplanationfor al that iswrongin our world today. Thecause :
of all of man’sproblemsisman’srebelliousrejection of God’s Sover- |
eilgn Rule. Any dternativetoGod’sT heocr acy producesaworld of chaos, |
pain and death. However, knowing before He created thisworld that such |
would happen, God aready had aplan to deal with the problemsresulting |
fromman’sregection of HisTheocratic Rule. |

God’sfirst Theocracy on thisearth wasin the Garden of Eden :
and Hisfinal Theocracy on thisearth will beHisMillennial Kingdom. |
In between thesetwo TheocraticAdministrationsof God’sRule, down |
through the ages, God has offered man various opportunitiesto benefit from |
His Theocr atic Rule, with each offering being received in aresponselike |
untoAdam’s. That iswhat bringsusto theMillennial Kingdom, God’s |
Theocratic Ruleover dl of Hiscresation. :

Beforewereturn to Revel ation twenty and theMillennial Kingdom, |
let usreview some of those opportunities God provided to manin offering |
him the benefitsof His Theocr acy sincesomeof those offeringshavesig- |
nificant relationshipstoHisMillennial Kingdom. :

First, God offered Theocraticruleto man through human govern- |
ment (Genesis9:1-7). Satan countered God's offer with hisown offer at |
the Tower of Babel and men, under theleadership of Satan’sman, Nimrod, |
once again rejected God’sways, His T heocr acy and Hisblessings (Gen. |
11:1-9). :

Second, God called Abraham out of paganism to useasHisin- |
strument through which He would offer HisTheocratic Rule, and |
through it providefor man thebest living environment possibleon |
thisearth. I

God had offered to man all of Hisblessingsand benefitsthrough His :
Theocracy inthe Garden of Eden, but man rejected God'sblessingswhich |
could only comeinto man'slifewhen man choseto liveunder God’sSover- |
eign Rule. Then, evidently desiring to blessman, but having had Hisbless- |
ingsrejected by Adaminthe Garden, God acted again. Thistime, inorder |
to have an environment in which He coul d bless man, God selected and |
called aman out of paganism, Abram (later known asAbraham), asinner |
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and the son of an idolmaker, to usein bringing into existence awhole new :

raceof people, the Jawsthroughwhom Heintended to make Himsd f known |
and through whom He planned to pour out His blessings upon mankind.

Though Heno longer had aperfect, snlessenvironment, such asthe Garden |
of Eden, and asinlessmanwithwhichtowork, God did have something— |
apeoplethrough whom He could act to shower manwithHisblessings. |

Toactivate Hisplan of implementing the offer of the benefitsof His :
Theocr acy, God made unconditional promises, known ascovenants,
toAbraham and his descendants, known asthe patriarchsand thenation of |
Israel. Inthese covenants God promisedto blessthem and usetheminvery |
special waysfor Hisglory and for their benefit. Through these covenants, |
andther gpplicationstolife, God set forth the particularsof how HisThe- |
ocr acy wasto beimplemented in Abraham’slifeand thelivesof hisdescen- |
dantswho becameknown asthenation of Isragl. Theseunconditional cov- |
enants, well documented and amplified throughout the Old Testament, are |
known asfollows: |

1) The Promise of a National Land (Gen. 12:1; 13:14,15,17;
17:8) I

Abraham and hisimmedi ate descendants, because of their disobe- |
dience, never did fully possessall of the promised land— never |
occupying morethanatenth of what God had giventothem. Though |
God has used other nationsto disciplinelsragl by removing them |
fromtheir land, His promiseregarding theland was unconditiond. |
Becauseof Isradl’ srepested rebellion and refusal to submitto God's |
rule, they have not yet possessed d| of theland God promised them. |
ItisonlyinGod’'sMillennial Kingdom that thisunconditiond prom- |
iseof theland will befully redized (Deu. 30:3-20; Eze. 20:33-44). I

2) ThePromiseof aNation (Gen. 12:2a; 13:16; 17:2-7,9-10)

I

I
God beganto multiply and grow Abraham’sfamily into anation of I
peopleduringtheir timeof bondagein Egypt. Through Jacob’stwelve |
sonswho, along with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, becameknown |
asthe patriarchs, God began to promulgate and structurally orge- |
nizethefamily to function asanation. |

Jacob described how thiswasto be carried out with hisprophesies |
regarding thedestiny of eachof hissons(Gen. 49:1-28). Utilizing
the characteristics of each of thetwelve sons, God predetermined |
theroleeach family would play inHisTheocracy, both at that time, |
through their descendants, and reachingeven untoHisTheocracy |
in HisMillennial Kingdom. I
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I
Note specifically God's plansfor Judah and hisdescendantsas de- |

scribed in Genesis 49:10: “ The scepter shall not depart from |
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh |
come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.” |
The" scepter” referred to theregal position of authority that the |
Messiah, Christ Jesus, would fulfill, first as*Lord” activating His |
Spiritual Theocracy inthe heartsof men, and second, astheKing

of Kingsin HisMillennial Kingdom. I

Even though God used Jacob’s twelve sons asthe organi zational |
structurefor thenation of Isradl, it wasnot until after the period of |
timein Egypt that God actualy organized His Chosen Peopleintoa |
“peculiar people’ toliveunder HisTheocr acy asauniquenation

distinct from al other nations. Through Moses, at Mt. Sinai (EX. |
19:1-31:18), God gave lsrael specificdirectionsfor thefunctioning

of Israel under His T heocr acy. Heguided Israel with Hisspecific |
lawswhichwereapplied by priestsserving asHisdelegated authori- |
ties over the people. The books of Leviticus, Numbers and |
Deuteronomy detail how God'sthelawswereto beappliedtoHis |
Chosen Nation of People, emphasizing how specid they wereinHis |
plansfor al of mankind. In hisaddressto thosewho wereto enter |
theland of promise, Moses stressed the uniquenessof Isradl intheir |
rel ationship to God and how submission to God'sauthority and obe- |
diencetothelawsof HisTheocr acy would result ingrest blessings

for them asanation (Deu. 4:1-40). I

Notice, that, even though God knew the peopleof Israel would not |
besubmissivetoHis Theocr acy andwould refuseto obey theguide- |
linesof Hisunconditional covenant, God inserted areminder of the |
eterna nature of Hisunconditiona covenant with them: |

“But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy God, thou |
shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with |
all thy soul. When thou art in tribulation, and all these |
things are come upon thee,_even in the latter days, if thou |
turn to the Lord thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his |
voice; (For thelLordthy Godisamerciful God;) hewill not

forsakethee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of I
thy fathers which he swore unto them” (Deu. 4:29-31). |

Even though Isragl entered theland with the supernatural guidance, |
protection and provisions of God under His Theocr acy, their re- |
bellion soon surfaced and characterized their relationship with Him. :
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Thus, Isragl’srebellion against God’ssovereign Rule madeitim- :
possible for them to receive the blessings of God’s Theocracy. |
However, God’sunconditiona promisestoAbraham, not depen- |
dent uponthe response of the people, will befulfilled, but thecom- |
pletefulfillment of those promiseswill not take placeuntil Israd isin |
theMillennial Kingdom, living under God’sTheocr acy (Eze. 37:1- |
23; 39:21-29) where God will blessthem mightily. :

3). ThePromiseof |srael beingablessing, specifically a spiri- |
tual blessingtoall mankind (Gen. 12:3; 22:18; Jer. 31:31-36; |
Gal. 3:14-16). :

Under His Theocr acy God intended to blessall the nations of the |
earth through the blessingsHewould giveto Israel. Had Isragl been |
willing to accept the holy commandments God gaveto themasa |
people (Rom. 3:1-2). By submitting to Hisauthority and obeying |
Hiscommandmentsthey would have benefitted greatly asapeople

and would have been admired by all of mankind (Deu. 4:5-8; Mal.. !
3:12). However, Isragl’srejection of God'ssovereign rule brought :
trauma, pain and captivity to them and made them acurseto other

nations. IntheMillennial Kingdom, under God’s Theocr acy,

after God has cleansed them of their sin (Ex. 37:21-23), thiswill be |
reversed and Israel will becomeablessing to other nationsand fulfill |
the promise God madeto Abraham (Zech. 8:1-13). |
Thispromiseof God toAbraham embedded much morethan :
earthly and material blessings. God'spromisetoAbrahamin-

cluded Hisplans, designed beforethe creetion of theworld, tosend |
aSavior for al mankind. Through thesubstitutionary and priestly |
work of the Savior, God planned to create awhole new spiritua |
family, anew race of people, each of whomwould have Godliving |
insideof them and exercisingHis Theocr acy ineach of their lives |
(Gal. 3:13-14,29; 4:4-7; 6:15; Eph. 2:11-15). Israel would bethe |
channel through which God came, incarnating Himself asthe God- |
man, and identifying Himsalf asthe JewishMessiah or Chrigt. :

Of course, God accomplished His plansand weknow that the Sav- |
ior cameinto our world asaJew. However, asanation of people, |
Israel rejected the Messiah. In spiteof Isragl’srejection God still |
accomplished Hisplan for the Savior to fulfill Hispromiseof One |
through Whom*“ all of thenationsof theearth” wereto beblessed
as God had promised Abraham.
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Eventhough most of the peopleof Isragl, and the nation asawhole, :

regjected God'soffer of aSavior to redeemthem fromtheir servitude |
to Satan, God will still fulfill His promiseto Abraham regarding |
Abraham’s seed being such ablessing to his descendants. How- |
ever, theredization of that fulfillment will haveto wait until the |
Millennial Kingdomandwill befulfilledonanindividud basis. God |
strongly affirmed Hisplansin Jeremiah 31:27-37 and Hebrews 8. 7- |
11. In Jeremiah 31:35-36 Hemadeit clear: |

“Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for a light by|
day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a
light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves ther eof |
roar; The Lord of hostsis his name: [|f those ordinances
depart from before me, saith theLord, then theseed of I srael |
also shall cease from being a nation before me forever.”

I
Itisclear that God intendsfor thenation of Isradl tofill avery specid :
roleintheMillennial Kingdom. Inthislessonwehaveonly begun |
to present avery small portion of what God hastold usabout Isragl’s |
roleintheMillennial Kingdom aswell ashow God hastriedto |
pour out His blessings upon Abraham’sdescendantsthrough His |
Theocratic Rule. |

Inthelessonsbefore uswe shal examinemoreof God'srevelation |
about Hisactionsof kindnesstowardsthisspecial nationin addition |
to how God desiresto blessal menwhowill choseto receiveHis |
blessingsby submittingto His Theocracy, Hisruleintheir lives. As |
we study what God hastold us about the many times God has al- |
ready offered Hisblessingsto man, weshall learn more about what |
to expect fromHisTheocracy in HisMillennial Kingdom. I
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