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L esson #69
_ 2/13/2008 Revelation 20:1 And | saw
Following Armageddon ComesTheMillennium: Part 5 an angel come down from
19:21-20:10 :
heaven, having the key of the

| . .
Inthislesson we see God offer theblessingsof Hisrulethrough | ibno:]ti(;rrr]w;ﬁdspltandagreat chain

afourth form of His Theocracy — TheJudges. Beforeweconsider the |

Theocracy known asthe Judges, let usreview thosethat precedeit. | Revelation 20:2And helaid

_ i hebless FHisTh o .| hold onthedragon, that old ser-
First, God offered theblessings of HisTheocracy inthe perfect envi- | pent, which isthe Devil, and Sa-

ronment of the Garden of Eden. Theplanand purpqseof God’sTheoc- | tan, and bound him athousand
racy was successful and worked perfectly, asGod had intended. Aslongas | years

Adam and Eve accepted God’s Theocracy and lived according to His | ’
Sover eign Rule, God was ableto giveto them the greatest blessingsever | Revelation 20:3 And cast
known to man. Only whenAdam and Evergjected God’s Theocracy did | himintothebottomlesspit, and
thecurse of pain, trauma, and death becomearedlity in God's creation, and | shut him up, and set aseal upon
s0it hasever been sincethat time. | hi m, that he should deceivethe

. — . ti , TILL THE
Second, following Adam’sregjection of God’s Theocracy intheGar- | .?ZBDSZXEDQOEZRM

den, God offered thebln_gsof HisThe_ocracy to man intheform of I BE FULFILLED: and after that

gl:]man'government (Gen&asQ.l—?). If\thlgformofﬂ!sTgocracyGod | he must be loosed a little sea-
phasized thevaueof humanlife. Man'sprimary specificassgnment from son

God asHe delegated His authority to man, isexpressed in Genesis 9:5-6 | '

where we read: “ ...at the hand of every man’s brother will | require I Revelation 20:4 And | saw

thelife of man. Whoso sheddeth man’sblood, by man shall hisblood | thrones and they sat upon them,

be shed: for in theimage of God madeheman.” Bythisdelegationof ; and judgment was given unto

Hisauthority, God sanctioned what isknown today as capita punishment. | them: and | saw thesoulsof them

Of course, man rejected God’s Theocr acy, selecting instead theruleof | that werebeheaded for thewit-

Satan through Nimrod and his successors. | nessof Jesus, and for theword

_ _ _ | of God, and which had not wor-
Third, God called Abraham out of paganism and through him brought | shiped thebeast, neither hisim-
into existenceanew nation of peoplethrough which God offered thebless- | age, neither ha{d received his
ingsof HisTheocratic Rule. Asset forth and explainedintheprevious | mar’k upon their foreheads, or in
lesson, God’s T heocr atic Ruleover thisnew nation of Israel hasfar-reaching |
aspects, reaching even untoGod’sfinal Theocracy, theMillennial King- |

dom.

their hands; and they lived and

reigned with Christ athousand
years.

Theuniquenessof God’sTheocr acy expressed through | srael can I Revelation 20:5But therest

beseen in several distinctiveand critical matters: | of the dead lived not again until

First, God gaveAbraham three unconditional promises, known as cov- | the thousand years were fin-
enants, by which He covenanted Himsalf to blessthe descendantsof Abraham | ished. Thisisthefirst resurrec-
known asthenation of Isradl. Theserelateto (1) thepromiseof anational | tion.

Iand;_ (2) the promi_se of anation; (_3) the pr_omisethat Israel would _bea | Revelation 20:6 Blessed and
blngt'od.l mankind, enumerated in Genesis 12:1-3and further explained | holy ishethat hath part in the
and appliedin Gen. 15:5-18; 17:1-9; 22:16-19. | first resurrection: on such the

Second, about four centuries after God had made His promises to | second death hath no power, but
Abraham, God used Mosesto organize the descendants of Abrahamintoa | they shall bepriestsof God and

nationat Mt. Sinai. Thedetailsof God'sorganization of HisChosen People ' of Christ, and shall reign with
him athousand years.
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weregivento Mosesat Mt. Sinai and arerecorded in the books of Exodus, I
Numbers, Leviticusand Deuteronomy. God’'sorganization of thisnew |
nation, brought into existence by His sovereign actions, wasuniquely |
designed to allow Him to pour out His blessings upon this special |
nation. God'spurposewasto havesuch arelationshipwith Isragl that they |
would be ademonstration of how, throughHisTheocr acy, He poursout |
Hisblessngson Hishighest creation, man. Through theapplicationof God’s

Theocr aticrelationship with Israel, Isragl would be enabled to enjoy the

greatest blessingspossibleto any peopleon thisearth; theentireworld could I
witnessthe effectivenessof God’sTheocracy appliedtolife, and God's |
true naturewould be manifested beforeall of theworld. |

Third, tofacilitatethefunctioning of HisTheocr acy, God gavelsragl |
uniqueinstructionsabout how they wereto live, that by soliving, they would
allow Himto pour out His blessingson them. God told Mosesand Isragl |
that these commandments, statutes and judgmentswere so uniquely de-
signedtofacilitatetheflow of Hisblessngsthat other nations, observing the
blessed effect of these upon Israel, would be amazed a what they saw and |
desiretoknow Israel’s God: |

“Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and
your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall

I
hear all these statutes, and say. Surely this great nation is a I
wise and understanding people. For what nation is there so |
great, who hath God so nigh unto them, asthe Lord our God |

isin all thingsthat we call upon him for? Andwhat nation is |
there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous |

asall thislaw. which | set before you thisday?’ (Deu. 4:6-8). |
“And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a de- |
lightful land, saith the Lord of hosts” (Malchi 3:12). “What |
advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of cir-
cumcision? Much every way: chiefly, becausethat unto them
were committed the oracles of God” (Romans 3:1-2).

I
I
I
I

Thefunction of God’'sHoly commandmentswas primarily toreflect the |
holy nature of God and to allow sinful manto be positioned to receiveHis |
blessings. They could be called “instructions for successful living.” |
They areso uniqueinther holinessthat God promised bless ngsand success |
todl wholivein obedienceto them (Deuteronomy 4:2; 27:1-30:20; Joshua I
1:8; Psalm 37:1-8; Proverbs 3:1-10). |

Had Israel been submissiveto the Sover eign Rule of God and lived |
according to Hisinstructions, His T heocr atic Ruleover them would have |
resulted in great blessingsand the most perfect society possblesinceAdam |
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and Evewereexpelled from Eden. God'splansfor Isragl asanationand
His desireto pour out His blessings upon them throughHis Theocracy |
have, for atime, have been rejected. However, because God made uncon- |
ditiona promisestoAbraham to bless hisdescendants, the completefulfill- |
ment of God’spromisesfor thenation of Isragl will comewhen God estab- |
lishesHis Theocracy in HisMillennial Kingdom. Thosewho desireto |
better understand how lifewill belivedintheMillennial Kingdom canfind |
their questionsanswered in what God intended for lifeto belikefor Israel |
under HisT heocr acy, for they are God'singtructionsfor the highest leve of |
lifepossibleonthisearth, andthat iswhat will beexperiencedintheMillennial I
Kingdom. Israel’srejection of God’s T heocr acy happened almost assoon

asthey received God'sinstructionsthrough M oses (Exodus 32:1-35; Num-

bers 14:1-45; Judges 2:11-15) and leads usto the next expression of God's |
Theocracy.

I

Fourth, following | srael’sreg ection of HisTheocratic Rule“the I
Lord raised up Judges.” God summarizes how He used Judgesasthe |
representatives of His T heocr acy and of how, onceagain, Israel rejected |
HisRuleover them: |

“Neverthelessthe L ord raised up judges which delivered them |
out of the hand of thosethat spoiled them. And yet they would |
not hearken unto their judges, but they went a whoring after
other gods, and bowed themselves unto them: they turned |
quickly out of the way which their fatherswalked in, obeying |
the commandments of the Lord; but they did not so. And |
when the L ord raised them up judges, then the L ord waswith |
the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of their en- |
emies all the days of the judge: for it repented the Lord be- |
cause of their groanings by reason of them that oppressed |
them and vexed them. And it came to pass, when the judge |
was dead, that they returned, and corrupted themselves more
than their fathers, in following other godsto serve them, and
to bow down unto them; they ceased not from their own do-
ings, nor from their stubborn way. And theanger of theLord
was hot against | srael; and he said, Because that this people
hath transgressed my covenant which I commanded their fa- |
thers, and have not hearkened unto my voice; | also will not |
henceforth drive out any from beforethem of thenationswhich |
Joshua left when hedied” (Judges 2:16-21).

I
Though the Israeliteswere scattered throughout theland and failed to I
I

function asthe cohesive nation that God had organized at Mt. Sinai, the
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I
reality of God’s T heocr acy continued as Heruled through specific repre- |

sentatives He sel ected called Judges. Gideon, asone of the JudgesGod |
selected, expressed well hisunderstanding that hefunctioned under God's |
del egation of authority aswe seein Judges 8:22-23: “ Then the men of |
Israel said unto Gideon, Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy son, |
and thy son’s son also: for thou hast delivered us from the hand of |
Midian. And Gideon said unto them, | will not rule over you, neither |
shall my son rule over you: the Lord shall rule over you.” God's
commentary of the cause of the chaotic state of affairsthat existedin Isragl |
which resulted from their rgjection of His Theocracy isfoundinthelast

verses of thebook: “ And the children of | srael departed thence at that |
time, every man to histribeand to hisfamily, and they went out from |
thence every man to hisinheritance. I n those daystherewasnoking |
in lsrael: every man did that which wasright in hisown eyes’ (Judges |
21:24-25). Thus, God'sdesireto pour out Hisblessingsupon Isradl through |
the exercise of His Theocr atic Rulewas once again thwarted by Isragl’s |
rejection. Asthey rebelled against His Rule, choosinginstead theanarchy |
which resulted from serving Satan under thegui se of doing what each one of |
them wanted to do, Israel once again refused to accept God's blessings by |
rejectingHisRule over them. I

Fifth, God’sinstitution of amonarchial form of government was |
Hisnext application of HisTheocratic Ruleover I srael. Samuel, con- |
sidered to bethelast of the Judgesand thefirst of the prophets, bridgesthe |
gap between God’s Theocr acy expressed through the Judges and His |
Theocr acy expressed through kingswhom He sel ected. |

Samud was God'sinstrument, to whom He spokedirectly and served I
as God’'smouth to the people, expressing God'srule over them. However,
the people, disheartened by the corruption of Samuel’s sons, whomhehad |
gppointed as Judges (1 Samuel 8:3), andinfluenced by the Canaanitesaround |
them, desired agovernmental structure morelikewhat they observedinthe |
nations surrounding them. It appearsthat it was God's preferencetorule |
over Hispeopledirectly through representativeslike Samud, for whenthe |
people demanded “ make us a king to judge us like other nations” (1 |
Samuel 8:5), Samuel thought he was being rejected. However, God told |
Samud that the people had rg ected Him, not Samud: “ AndthelLord said |
unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they |
say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected |
me, that | should not reian over them” (1 Samuel 8:7). That the appli-
cation of God’s T heocr acy through agovernment by kingswasnot God's
preferencefor the peopleisclear inthewarning God gavethem about the |
abusesthey would experience under such aform of government (1 Samuel |
8:11-18).
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I
Cong stent with what we have already seen, long beforelsragl rejected |

HisSovereign Rule, God knew it would happen. Therefore, even before |
He constituted Israel into anation, God aready had plansfor using other |
meansto offer theblessingsof His T heocr acy to Hischosen people. Long |
before Samuel’stime, God had told Abraham (Genesis 17:5-7) and Jacob |
(Gen. 35:11) that “ kings shall come out of thee.” God even used the |
mouth of thefal se prophet totell of theking Hewould sendtoruleover His
people: “...thereshall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Scepter shall
risesout of Israel ...” (Numbers 24:17). Samuel, though rejected by the
peopleasGod'sjudgeover them, was God'sinstrument for God'stransition
for setting up His T heocr acy through kings. Eventhough man’srebellion |
against God appearsto thwart God’splans, God issovereign over all and |
ableto work His plansand purposesin spite of what sinful man chooses.

I

Atthesdectionof Saul, eveninthefaceof therebelliousdecision of the :
people, God wastill in charge and appointed Saul asKing (1 Sam. 9:15- |
16; 12:13). Withtheinstitution of amonarchial form of government, God |
remained in control, choosing theindividua whowould actudly st uponthe |
throne and directing him through Hismessenger-prophets. Asisclear from |
thereferences cited above, knowing beforehand exactly how Isragl would |
respond to His Rule, God worked His plans according to His purposes, |
plansthat point towards His establishingHis Theocracy in HisMonar- |
chial Rulein HisMillennial Kingdom. :

Saul hadrebdllioninhisheart (1 Samuel 15:22-23), likeunto Satan, and |
made himself unusable as God'’ srepresentativeand “ God sought aman |
after Hisown heart” (1 Samuel 13:13-14). Using Samuel asHisspokes- |
man, God rejected King Saul and chose Davidto beKing over Isragl. Even |
withall of hisfaultsand failures, David wasaman “ after God'sown heart” |
because he understood and practi ced submission to authority, thereby ac- |
knowledgingthe T heocr atic Ruleof God. God can dedl with andforgive
sin, especialy when it is confessed and repented of (Psalm 51), but He I
cannot exercise Hisrulethrough arebellious spirit for such aonealways |
represents Satan. A rebellious person cannot represent God. |

Becauseof David’ssubmissivenessto God’sauthority, God chose |
him, and histhrone, asa prophetic pictureof Hisown eternal throne. |
Thus, David becamethe recipient of an eternal promisefrom God (2 Samue |
7:8-16; Psam 89:29-37). Histhronewould not only bethe seat of God'’s
Theocracy over thenation of Isragl at that time, but would also reach far
into the future. The“throne of David” isapicture of the throne upon
whichthe Messiah will sit when He establishes Hiseternal throneinHis |
Millennial Kingdom. |
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David’sthronebecame so closely identified with the anticipated Mes- I

siah-King that both Matthew and Luke made sure that their genealogies |
traced Jesus' lineage back to David. Then, to make surethat therewasno |
misunderstanding about theidentity and role of Jesusinregardto David's |
throne, whenthe angel made hisannouncement to Mary, hesoidentified |
Jesus asthe Oneto sit upon David’sthrone: “And, behold, thou shalt |
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call hisname |
JESUS. Heshall be great, and shall be called the Son of the High- |
est: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father |
David: Andheshall reign over thehouse of Jacob forever; and of his I
kingdom there shall beno end” (Luke 1:31-33). |

The Jews of Jesus’ day correctly saw the“ thr oneof David” andthe |
kingdom over which that authority wasto be asserted asbeing related to |
their Messiah-King. However, they failed to see either theeternal or the
spiritual nature of that throne and the kingdom over whichitreigned. The |
futurefulfillment of David’sthroneasthe segt of authority from which the
Lord Jesuswill reign over the nation of Israel astheir Messiah-Kinginthe
perfect expression of HisTheocracy will beintheMillennial Kingdom. |
Also, itwill beintheMillennial Kingdomthat wewill seeperfectly fulfilled |
one other aspect of our L ord’sTheocr acy whichwewill consider inour |
next session. I
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