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L esson #70 Revelation 20:1 And | saw
2/20/2008 | d f
Following Armageddon ComestheMillennium: Part 6 an ange C_Ome own Trom
19:21-20:10 heaven, having the key of the
bottomlesspit and agreat chain
REVIEW | in hishand.
The Tribulation Period has been completed. | Revelation 20:2And helaid

hold on thedragon, that old ser-

Christ Jesus hasreturned in completevictory as“ King of Kingsand | pent, which isthe Devil, and Sa-

Lordof Lords” | :
_ , _ | tan, and bound him athousand
Theenemiesof Christ have beentotally vanquished, defeated and dis- | years,
patched. |

T _ _ Revelation 20:3 And cast
Thethousand-year millennia Kingdom of Christ hasbeenusheredinby | hjm into thebottomlesspit, and

Satan being bound and cast into“ the bottomlesspit” for athousandyears | shut him up, and set aseal upon
“till thethousand year sshould beFULFILLED” | Him. that he should deceive the

In Revelation twenty God hasnot given usmany detail sabout the* thou- | nations no more, TILL THE
sand years.” Instead, by usingtheword “ fulfilled” God hasindicatedthat | THOUSAND YEARSSHOULD
some thingswoul d happen during this period which had been prophesied | BE FULFILLED: and after that
and introduced €l sawherein the Scripture. Wehavebeentryingtodiscover | he must be loosed a little sea-
some of the valuabl etruths suggested by theword “ fulfilled” sothat we | son.
might understand what will happen during the*“ thousand-year” reignof | Revelation 20:4 And | saw

Christ onthisearth. thrones, and they sat upon them,

Satan is seen being bound, and saints are seen sitting onthronesand | and judgment was given unto
judging (20:3-4). Why doesthishappenandwhat isinvolvedinthis? The | them: and | saw thesoulsof them
secret to understanding the thousand yearsand the entire history of thecre- | that wer e beheaded for thewit-
ated worldisbound up intheword T heocr acy, thereign of God over His | ness of Jesus, and for the word
created universe. Consider thefollowing known truths: | of God, and which had not wor-

1. God created a perfect world over which Hereigned in a Theoc- | shiped thebeast, neither hisim-

racy, pouring out Hisblessingsupon Hiscreation in theGarden | 29€, neither had received his
of Eden. mark upon their foreheads, or in

. . , , . their hands; and they lived and
2. Luc:|f_er rebelled againgt God’sthrone, God’sT heocracy, in heaven. | reigned with Christ athousand
Lucifer/Satan was cast down to the earth where he seduced man and | years.
spread hisrebellionto thisearth, thereby separating man from God and |

inhibiting theflow of God's blessingsto man. | Revelation 20:5But therest

3. IntheMillennial Kingdom God, i.e., Christ, will onceagain estab- | O edead lived not again until
the thousand years were fin-

lish aperfgctThegcracyln which Hewill not only rulebut also | iched. Thisisthefirs resurrec.
pour out Hisblessingsupon man. |

tion.
4. Between, the perfect Theocraciesof the Garden of Eden and the I _
Millennial Kingdom, arefivelimited expressionsof God’s The- Revelation 20:6 Blessed and
ocracy. Each of these provided away for God to pour out Hisbless- | N0y ishethat hath partin the
ings upon man. Thefirst four are: 1. Human Government; 2. The | fIT'St résurrection: on such the
Abrahamic Covenantsto hisdescendants; 3. TheJudges; and 4. The | Second death hath nopower, but
Throne of King David. Today we consider thefifth of theselimited | they shall bepriestsof God and

expressions of God's Theocracy — God's Spiritual Theocracy. of Christ, and shall reign with
him athousand years.
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Thefifth form of God’sTheocracy which Heinstituted between :
theGar den of Eden and theMillennial KingdomisaSpiritual Theoc- |
racy. ItisaKingdominwhich Christ Jesusrulesin theheartsof men |
astheir King. |

Beforewe proceed to describeGod’s T heocr acy of a Spiritual King- |
dom, we need to address acoupl e of related matters. It haslongbeen held :
by those who hold to theAmillennialist position on eschatol ogy, or “last
things,” that the Scripturesrelated to theMillennial Kingdom areto be
interpreted symbolically, thusspiritudizing away theliteral meaning of “the |
thousand years” mentioned in Revelation twenty. Those, who holdtothis |
view of interpretation, seethe promisesof God regarding thenation of Isradl |
asbeingfulfilledinaspiritud kingdom instituted by Jesus. They arewrong. |
Thisisanincorrect view. “ Thethousand years’ of Revelationtwenty are |
literal years and God hasnot set aside Hispromisesto Abraham andto |
David and to the nation of Isradl. |

Thereisanother view that isalsoincorrect. Thisview holdsforththat :
God hasreplaced the nation of Isragl with the church and that the promises |
of GodtoAbrahamand David, andthusto Isradl, arefulfilledinthechurch. |
Thisissometimescalled “ substitutionary” or “replacement” theology. Some |
of thosewho are so identified say that Jesusfirst cameto betheKing of the |
Jew, i.e., King over thenation of Isragl and to reestablish the supremacy of |
God'srule on earth through Israel. Such aview claimsthat Isragl, asa |
nation, rejected Jesusastheir king and that God replaced thenation of 1srael |
withthechurchandwill fulfill Hispromisesto lsradl throughthechurch. This |
view isasowrong, God has not replaced Israel with the church. First,
God's promisesto Israel are eternal and will befulfilled. Second, aswe :
shall see, Jesusdid not offer Himself to be the King of the nation of Isradl, |
even though that isexactly what many Jews expected, including Hisown |
disciples. |

Now, we shall continuewith exploring the concept of God’sThe- |
ocr acy expressed asa Spiritual Kingdom. Sincesuch aconceptisbased |
ontheperson and work of JesusChrigt, it isinexamining Hislifeand teach- |
ingsinthe Gospels, that we can understand what Godistelling us.

First, this Spiritual Kingdomistobeinternal, in theheartsand |
mindsof men. Itisnot aphysical earthly Kingdom concerningearthly |
ruleandterritory or land or earthly conflicts. |

Thephrases* kingdom of heaven,” appearing 127 timesinthe New |
Testament, with dl but two of thesebeinginthe Gospd of Matthew, and the |
“kingdom of God,” appearing 292 timesin the New Testament, are most
often used synonymoudy, and amost alwaysrefer to aSpiritual Kingdom :
over which Christ rulesinthe hearts of men.
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InMatthew 10:7 weread that Jesus sent out thetwelvedisciplestelling :
them, “... asyou go, preach, saying the kingdom of heavenisat hand,” |
referring to Hiscoming astheir Savior, Messiah and King. Then, inLuke |
17:20-21, inresponseto the Pharisees demand to know when* theking- |
dom of God should come” Jesus said, “ The Kingdom of God cometh |
not with observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! or there! for |
behold, thekingdom of God iswithin you.” Jesuswas sayingto Jewish |
leaders, that they werelooking for thewrong kind of akingdom, avisible |
and earthly kingdom. Hewasnot saying to theseungodly, unbdieving Jews
that thekingdom of God wasd ready existingwithin them, for obvioudy they I
had not dlowed Himintotheir livesastheir King. What Jesuswassaying, as
expressed inthe Greek vernacul ar, wasthat the* Kingdom of God,” rather |
than being anexternd, visible, geographical, earthly kingdom, wasaninter- |
nal, spiritual kingdom that could not be seen with the eyes, but had to be |
experienced in the heart, and that He, as King, was offering thistype of |
kingdom to them. |

John’s Gospel tells us of aconfrontation between Jesusand Pilate at the I
trial of Jesus. Pilate, aGentile, having heard thetalk of the Jews concerning |
Jesusasaking, asked Him avery specific question: “Art thou theKing of |
the Jews?” (John 18:33). Inother words, did Jesus cometo establishan |
ethnic or earthly kingdom over whichHewould reign asKing, asafulfillment |
of God’'spromisestoAbraham and to David? Sincethisisadirect question |
with adirect answer, and the only placein Scripturewhereit isfoundiis |
worth our careful examination. |

Jesusreplied: “MY KINGDOM ISNOT OF THISWORLD:: if my |
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that | |
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from |
hence” (John 18:36). Not having received asatisfactory answer or under- |
standing what Jesus said, Pilate persisted and repeated hisquestion: “ Art |
thou a king then?” and Jesus replied: “ Thou sayest that | am a king. |
TO THIS END WAS | BORN, AND FOR THIS CAUSE CAME |
INTO THE WORLD, that | should bear witness unto the truth. Ev-
ery onethat is of thetruth heareth my voice” (18:37).

|
|
|
When Jesus said, “ My kingdom is not of thisworld,” He used the |
wordkosmos (2889) for “world” whichrefersto thearrangement or adorn- |
ment of the created universe. Jesuswas speaking of something, akingdom,
totally different from anything that wasfamiliar to Pilate. If therewereany I
Jewslistening, and there probably were, they did not understand Jesus any

better than Pilate. They wanted Himto bether earthly king who would fight |
for them, protect them, enlargetheir boundariesand providefor them. |
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Two specificincidentsindicatethat thisiswhat the Jewsexpected and :
wanted from Jesus. Thefirst oneisfoundin John, chapter six, when Jesus |
fed thefivethousand with thefew itemsfound inthelttleboy’slunch basket. |
After Jesus had fed them, we aretold that “ Then those men, when they |
had seen themiraclethat Jesusdid, said, Thisisof atruth that prophet |
that should comeinto theworld” (John 6:14). They were looking for, |
and would have gladly followed, aworldly king and onewhom they ex-
pected to beapolitica Messiah, particularly if HefulfilledMoses' prophecy |

about one coming who would belikeMoses (Deu. 18:15). I

If Jesus had comeinto thisworld to fulfill the Jews expectationsand |
desiresfor apolitical, earthly king, then all that He had to do to be accepted |
assuchwasto continuewhat He had just done. Had thisbeen Hispurpose |
and thetype of kingdom over which He cametoreign, itisreasonableto |
assumethat Hewould not haveresponded asHedid: “When Jesusthere- :
fore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make
him aking, he departed again into a mountain himself alone” (John |
6:15). Obviously, Jesusdid not cometo establish anearthly kingdomover |
which Hewould reign asKing, though that iswhat most of the Jewswere |

expecting and prepared to welcome. |

If such had been His purpose, then Hewould have certainly been well |
received, not rejected, and Hisfollowingwould havegrowninsize. There |
should be no question in any person’smind that Jesus had the ability to do :
whatever was necessary to achieve such aresult. However, later in the |
chapter wearetold of atotally different response as Jesus explained what |
He offered to them: “From that time many of his discipleswent back, |
and walked nomorewith him” (John 6:66). Jesus' actionsandteaching |
in this passage certainly do not support the supposition that He cameto |
establish an earthly rule over the Jewsand reign astheir king. Hergected |
what they wanted when He had agreat opportunity to becometheir earthly |
king. Surely thisreinforcesthemeaning of what Helater told Pilate. :

|

To supplement our understanding weturnto Acts 1:3-8 and consider
the question asked by Jesus' own disciplesand Hisresponseto their ques-
tion. Even after spending threeyearsteaching them, livingwiththem, dying |
for them, and rising from the dead, just prior to His ascension back into |
glory, they still did not understand about Hiskingdom: |

“To whom also he showed himself alive after his passion by |

many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and
SPEAKING OF THE THINGS PERTAINING TO THE
KINGDOM OF GOD. And, being assembled together with :
them, commanded them that they should not depart from |
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith
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he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; I
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days |
hence. When theythereforewerecometogether, THEYASKED |
OF HIM, SAYING LORD, WILT THOU AT THIS TIME |
RESTORE AGAIN THE KINGDOM TO ISRAEL? And he |l
said unto them, It isnot for you to know the times or the sea- |
sons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But yeI
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
andin all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
of the earth.”

Yes, they till did not comprehend what He had taught them about His |
Kingdom, and coul d not until they wereenabled by theindwel ling Holy Spirit |
Who came at Pentecost. Itisclear that when Jesus taught His disciples |
about“theKingdom of God” that Hewasteaching about something other |
than an earthly kingdom. Hehad not cometo establish an earthly kingdom. |
Hehad not been rejected asthe earthly king of the Jewish nation, evenif the |
Jewsthought that they wererg ecting Him assuch. Thiswasin spiteof the |
fact that Hehad never offered Himsdlf astheir earthly king. |

I

What isthe nature of this Spiritua Theocracy?

Most of the other placeswhere Jesus used either the phrase, “ the king- |
dom of heaven” or “the kingdom of God” describe the nature of this
Theocracy asbeing spiritua innature. Thesereferencesdescribehow life |
“in thekingdom of God” islived on thisearth by the subjects of the King, |
those who have been “born again” with God’s eternal life from above
(John 3:3-5). Inthe beatitudes, Jesus further describeshow Hissubjects' |
liveswill reflect Hischaracter asthey liveonthisearth. His“ Sermononthe |
Mount,” Matthew 5-7, was given by Jesusto Hisdisciplestoinstruct themin |
how tolivein themidst of asociety under theinfluence of Satan. Themi- |
raculous and precious natureof lifein® thekingdom of heaven,” whenthe |
King ssubjectsliveaheavenly lifeonthisearth, areset forthin the* parables |
of thekingdom” found in Matthew thirteen. I

When the A postles went about “ preaching the kingdom of God,” as |
recorded inActs, they were presenting the Gospel of salvationtothelost |
inviting them to receive Christ as Savior. Eachtimethe Gospel isso pre- |
sented, the invitation to the lost person is phrased as “ believing on the |
Lord Jesus Christ” because when they were invited to be saved, they |
were beinginvited to becomecitizensin“ the kingdom of God.” Many of |
theimportant aspects of this Spiritual Theocracy, thisruleof Christinthe |
heartsof men, areto beincorporated morefully intolifeasitistobelivedin |
theMillennial Kingdom.
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